


Hammersmith & West Kensington Synagogue

ANNUAL FEPORT

The pasi has been generally one of guiet and steady
progiess and lollowing paragraphs record evems which make
up the life of the community.

The highlight of the year was hiaps the Civie Service for
the Mayor of Hammersmith, Fnuucﬁﬁ: Stanley Atkins, P, held
i our Sy e on Sunday, 9th June. The Service was conducted
by Rev, 1. E Abrams, Minister of the Shepherds Bush Synagogue,
together with Rev. S5, Venin and Rev, 5 Forscher, with the choir
under the direction of Mr. B. H. Busky.

A full report uppeared in the last number of * Brook,™

Sﬂn Sunﬂwl:] 5511 May, lﬂﬂfﬂ. A Lup P sw;:ing mm at
the Synagogue Hall o open the year's JP A Appes paign
for our ares, The local J.P.A, Executive under the Chairman,
Dr. L. Freeinan, the Vice-Chaimman, Mr, ). G, Silver, and the
Treasurer, Mr. B, Davis, successfully -aised the sum of well over
£3,000

Al the Annual Dinner and Ball held at the Porchesier Hall,
Bayswater, on Sunday, Bth December, the Guests of Honour were
the Mayor and Mayoress of Hammeismith. The evening was a
social and financial soccess and enjuved by all who atiended,
Thanks are due 1o Mr. A Coleman, President of the Funitions
Committes, and 10 Mr, F, J. Gertler and Mrs. A, Turner, his
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, no less to those hard working
members of the committee who were responsible for the success
of the occiasion,.

A beautiful stained glass window over the Ark was presented
by Mr. , Libowitz in memory of his wife, and a full repor on
this was given in the Sepiember 1963 * Broak.™

At Simechat Torah the Synagogue #as b and defighted 1o
accord the honours of Chasan Torab snd Chasan Bereshith 1o
Rev. 5. Venilt and Dr. I, Freeman,

The Auvtumn series of lectures funder the Juspices of Jews'
College) was given by Rabbi Dr, 5 Goldman on * Fundamental
Books of Judaism,” This interesting and well-delivered course was
illustrated with magnificent colour slides, including a bonus in the
form of & visit to Tsrael at 12 end of the leciure.

This lasl occasion was taken as an opportunity (o nake a
presentation to Dy, and Mrs. L, Freeman in acknow edgement of
their Silver Wedding Anniversary,




The thanks ot the congregation due o the Ladies Guild (and
those husbands who are preswmably honorary members), for
50 beautifully decorating the Succah. We are no lass grateful
to the members of the Synagogue whose pifts in cash and kind
enabled ws o enjoy our Succot at the Synagogue.

During the year the Rev. 5. Venilt has had a steady atlendancs
for his Thursday evening lecturcs on the Siddur,

We are pleased to record that a simall membership commities
under the active Chairmanship of Mr. M., Presky, has worked
hard at the unostentatious but really important task of improving
our membership. In this connection, it is worthy of note that
10 marriages were celebrated al the Synagogue during the year,
& higher figere then for some Lime.

On the financizl side the income for the year was B8 660, and
it is pleasant to record an improvement in the incorie received
from covenants. The surcharge imposed on all male members
of the United Synagogue by the Council of the United Synagogue
al Passover 1963 beought in the sum estimaied. The past year
saw Lhe retirement of Charles Baumgartner, oor Caretaker. He and
his wife have left London to live in the West Country, We were
pleased to have them with us and they take ihe best wishes of the
congregation for the futare

We have been fortunate in obiaining a new Carstaker, Mr.
I.. Rogers, and he and his wife have raken up residence. 'We hope
they will enjoy their stay with s

The Hon. Officers and Board of Mansgement placz on record
their sincere appreciation of the work of our ials, Rev, S
Venitt, Minister, Rev. 5. Forscher, Reader, Mr. Gerald Cohen,
Secretary, and Mr. B, H. Busky, Choir Master. The congregation
is indead fortunate 10 be served by such a sincere and devoted
stall. In addition the Hon, Officers wish to record their pleasure
in working with thewr colleagues on the Board of Manzpement.

Signed
M_oA Amias
L. Colling I

1. Brand, Financial Representative.

Wardens

The Hon. Officers wish to tender thanks for the following
generus gifts
Dr. L. Freeman - Chuamashim,
Mr. F. J, Gertler - Material for Sefer Mantles and Beading Desk,
Mr. P. Wender - Prayer Books,
The Ladies” Guild - Decorations for Shavuoth and Suconth,

WESTERN AREA REGIONAL CLASSES

he national statistical rend has been reflected in the enral-
menl number of the Hebrew Classes which now stands al 110
priapils. Mdr, Maurice DeVries, who 15 one of our sl realons
participants in Synagopue procedore and ritual, has joined our
teaching staf and is undeitaking the tuition of the elementary
class, All chilldren are invited 10 make use of the splendid juvenils
lbrary in the Waley-Cohen Room. Books dealing with many
dspecis of the Jewish Way of Life and with vivid sccounts of
famous persona in Jewish history and literature, may be
borrowed on application to Rev, Venitt.

The Annual Chanucah Service held intly with Shepherd
Bush, Fulham and District Synagogus, mﬂc me:t: ut the Iam:l=f
venue on Sunday, 15th Decemnber, 1963, in the presence of the
Mayor of Hammersmith, Councillor 5. Atking, I.P. Thanks 1o
the mntensive p{ngparamn- vocal tuition by the Rev. S Forscher,
the youthful officiants wcquitted theriseives admirably, Barend
Velleman acted as Reader of the Minchs service and Tereray and
David Evnine and Mervyn Beth sang the tranditional Chianucah
melodies most  pleasingly. Appropriate  selections from  (he
historical records of the Maccabean heroes were competently
rfrljdam:l by Esther Kruus, Caroline Gassman, Vivien Chayon
Elizabeth Benzimra and Ruth Forscher :

We have sustained a great loss in the death of Mr, Aaron
Shenfield, ene of the mosi devoted representutives on the Western
Area Education Committes. His sige counsel in pedagogic presen-
lation, in the realm of Hebrew knowledpe and scholarship, and
in education us 2 whole, proved of inestimahle value. He will
be zadly missed.

A most effective * Mock Seder ™ ook place on Sunday
mormng. March 22nd, 1964, under (e supervision of the joinl
Superintendents.  Authentic atmosphere was  provided by the
Pagsover culinary and ritual embellishments on a long  table
surrounded by a  Ma Nishiana ™ erowd of eager juvenile partici-
pants, Many childeen were ace panied by their parents who
enjoyed the nostalgic scene with witer nbsorption in the traditional
selling and with the melodiss of Sede Might,

The Annual Prize Distribution will lake place on Sunda
May 2dth, 194, Our guest of honour will h:p REahbi D, J. }r.
Ross, who has recently becn appointed as Deputy Principal of
Jews' College. With his unique scholastic background in the multi-
facetted setting of Rhodesin, Lsrae] and England, he has demon-
strated his mastery of Jewish sources and profound insight into
the spiritual needs of Jewish youth,




HAMMERSMITH SYMAGOGUE LADIES GUILD

The Guild once again was responsible for decorating the
Svnagogue for Shavuoth

i'arcels have been sent three times this vear to the Jewish
patients at the Southall Mental Hospital.

A roll of velver was given 1o the Guild and Mrs, Wynhergen
made two new Sefer Torah covers far the Synagogue.

Sevenleen members of the Guild made a very pleasant tour of
Cadby Hall in October.

The Guild helped to organise the Simchat Torah Parry, and
in November provided tea for nearly 100 Standard Bearers from
AJEX, in the Communal Hall,

On the 12th January a very successful Social and Card Evening
was held, and on the 15th January some members of the Friendship
Club and Guild Committees entertained fo tea a party of handi-
capped children [fom the Ravenswood Home who had visiled
the Circus.

On 3rd Muarch a Social Evening was hekd during which
presentations of Trees in lsrael were made (o Mrs. J. Caplan and
Mus, F. Hodes, Past Chairmen of the Guild, and also a presentation
was made 1o the Rev, and Mrs. S, Venitt, on the occasion of their

Silver Wedding.
DOREEN OHAYON, Hon, Secretary,
e T W ——
THE HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIF CLUB

Arrangements for our 13th Birthday are in full swing, This
will take place in the Synagogae 1iall on 13th May when the
Mayor and Mayoress of Hammersmith will be suests of honour.

Cur  weekly meetings have  continued with  satisfactory
attendances and with an increase of membership, Programmes
such as quizres, discussions, conceris and, of course, bingo, are
thoroughly enjoyed, but as usual, outings 10 the coast are most
popular.

To implement our funds, a * Bring and Buy Sale ™ was held.
This was most successful thanks o the memibers and friends who
contributed towards it

At our Chanueah [farty voung Maloolm Ven e, assisted by
his father, kindled Lhe lights and gave a shorl service.

Parties were given by many members to celebeate their birth-
days, gramichildren’s Barmitzvahs and Wedding anniversares,

To celebrate their Silver Wedding, our President, Rev. Venitr,
and Mrs. Venitl, gave a pariy and a presentation on behall of the
members was made by our Life-President, Mrs. 1. Apfal.

LECTURE ACTIVITIES 1963-1964

Over u period of twelve years, the Hammersmith Synagogue
his organised oo less than 15 Full courses of Univessily Extension
Lectures under the auspices of Jews' College, on subjects of pro-
found Jewish interest. This congregation has gained a deserved
reputalion throughout the London Jewish commuwnily as one of
the pioneers in the field of adult Tewish Bducation, It is therefore
a matter of concern that our most recent course in the aulumn of
1963, given most brilliantly and lecidlv by Rabbi Dr. 5. Goldman
on the vital subject of " The FUJ:duml:nEafﬂ-Dﬂk:j of Judaism,™ wag
so poorly attendad. It is not easy to induce scholars of renown
to undertake the necessary preparation and time to deliver popular
addresses, when the response 15 so deplorable.

During the series last avtumn, Rabbi Dr. Goldnan enlisted
the visual aid of screen and slides to ilustrate vividly some of the
characteristic folios of these classical books of JTudaism, He traced
the continuity of Jewish traditional sources right back from the
Divine Revelation of the Bible, A mod comprehensive survey was
given of the biblical commentaries and the historical development
of the Halachic and Agpadic Midrashim. The fonmulation of the
Mishnah and the rich but labysinthise comtent of the Talmud
received much focal attention. The kepal and investigative essence
of the Halachah and the imagery and lolklore of the Agadah were
delineated in a most intelligible and popular manner.

Two lectures were devoted 1o the works of the mediaeval
luminary, Maimondes, whose all-eo bracing Codes of JTewish
Law have cast their particular hue on lewish scholaiship through-
oul the last eighl centuries. It is incredible thal one individual
could Bl a life span with so much spiritual and inteliecnial content.
The leclurer completed the course with a consideration of the great
compilat-on the * Shulchan Aruch ™ which has become  the
accepled guide and norm of Jewish ritual pracrice,

As the final address fell on the scventh day of * Chanucah,™
a traditional * Neshef ™ was introduced to conclude the proceadings
on i lighler note. A lantern slide * Contemporary Towr of Israel ™
wis shown 1o an appreciative awdience, with special emphasis on
some of the religious, historical and archaeological sites and scenes
of the Holy Land associated with the personalities described during
the lectuie course,

We welcome the future co-operation of all our congregants
to support our local efforts for the dissemination of Jewish
kﬂﬂwigdgu and to enhance the statuy of the Hammersmith
Synagogue.




HAMMERSMITH AND DISTRICT BRANCH
ASSOCIATHON OF JEWISH EX-SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN

The Branch has continned most active during the past year
umiler the able Chairmanship of Lenny Benjamin, Fortunately there
has been some lesgening of Fascist activity in West London and
members have not been called upon as frequently as in the
previous year o observe meétings and carry oul other ant-
defanmation duties. The strength of the Branch has been weli-
meintained ar over 200 members and all Jewish Ex-Servicemen
and Women in the district who have not already done so are
invited to join by contacting the Hon_ Secretary, Councillor Monman
Mann, of 61 Clifford Aveaue, 5W.14 (Phone PRO 3049), or the
Hon, Treasurer, M. Ast, Esq., of 25 Cloncurry Street, S.W.6
(Phone REN 3173); the subscription is only 14s. B year.

The Branch has continued to work in support of charity,
i substantial donation having been sent 10 the ATEX Charitable
Trust and valuable help given to the Mavor of Hammersmith's
Springtime Ball. The Branch paid tribute 10 one of its members,
Councillor 5, M, Atkins, the present Mayor of the RBorough, wha,
with the Mayoress, Mrs. Atking, were guests of honour at its 10th
Annual Dinner and Ball held on 22nd February last at the
Morthumberland Grand, an outsianding social occasicn.

Branch mrembers and their wives gave splendid support to
the AJEX Hospitsl Scheme at Xmas, working in the wards and
kitchens of six local hospitals, relieving nurses and siaff from
duties 10 enable them to have an L-njli!-_'r'ul:l?: holiday, Members also
ran 4 car transport service for hospitals’ stafl when public transport
wias ool available, This Du!ﬂumi_ng piece of social service was
greaily appreciated by the hospitals and must greatly redound
o the good name of the Jewish Community,

WEST LONDON ZIOMIST SOCIETY

After a period of inactivity, due to various reasons beyond
control, the Society is now planaing a revival of activities in the
COMITE SEa500.

lo mark the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.
Hyman Gelpaman, membcrs of the Soctety had their names
inscribed in the Golden Book of the Jewish MNational Fund. The
preseniation was msde al a Chanukal Meshef held at the residence
of Rev. and Mrs. Venilt.

THE WESTERN AREA PARENTS' ASSOCIATION

The Parents” Association continues 1o encourage parents o
senl their children to the Helrew Classes, and 1o deal with enter-
taining, drranging teas and functions for the benelit of the children.
PMoce parenis are urgently needed 10 join our Association, so if
ou would like w0 join, please contaer our Chairman or Secretary,
several functions were held doring 1ae past year. The Annual
Summer ouling took place in June, when we visited Woburn
Abbey and had tea al the Luton Synagopue, and despite the
appalling weather, this was a greal success.

The Chanucah service was held at the Shepherds Bush
Synagogue, and all the children received a il of sweels and
chocolates.

Once again Lhere was snother Chanocah Llpan, which was
VErY successtul.

Ohur sporting activities are Alourishing, and our Football Team
i thiiving, although we siill need more support from pirents
tespecially fathers)l Girls do not think you have been overiooked,
a8 we are hoping to start a petball team very soon.

Chairman: Mr, M., Godel. SHE 3526,

Secretary: Mrs 5. Verby, REN 3731,
T e A ——
WEST LONDON JEWISH YOUTH STUDY GROUP

This group is part of the Jewish Youth Study Groups’ Move-
ment, which has many groups throughout the country, Tt continues
o be suceessful, and many of the leading membérs have come
from our Svnagogue,

The programme is varied, and is designed 10 have 1 wide
appeal, vet with & basis of serious study of Judaism, Talks and
discussions are of a1 high standard, and the Shirin ind Hikkodim
which conclude each meeting add to ibe intersst. Also there are
occasional social patherings and growa inter-functions.

Although the group is very active in' the National Movement,
and has enpoved supporl in the past 'rom our Synagosue, 1 am
quile sure that there are many more people in the ares who would
bind our activities interesting and enjwyahble, Aparl from group
meeimgs, the Movement Las both Stmmer and Winter Schools
which are a highlight of our programme.

The group meeis on Sundays from 515 pm-7.15 pam. in t
Herbert Samuel Hall, Bark I-i.acg, W2 If :.-uupar.: in LI:..-]: 1419 ag:
group, and would fike o koow more aboul ihe froup, Gonfact me
at RIV 3823 or come (0 a study group meeting.

MAURICE DeVRIES, Mational Treasures




The West London Young Zionist Soclety, whose report had
not arrived al the lime of going to press, huve a very suecessiul
season of cultural content and eamest endeavour. A well-balanced
programme of lectures, brains wusts and social activitizs has been
carried oul, and the Society has worthily held its place as a
constituent of the Federation of Zionist Youth.

The Wessix Youth Club hus had & very active vear and has
been meeting regularly al the Synagopue Hall, A full and varied
programme has been carried out and atiendances were very good.

AARON SHENFIELD

Aaron Shenfiekd, who died on 25th February, was a man so
modest and habitually self-critical that he probably never realised
how much he was respected and loved. He himsell Joved both
scholarship and le, which made him an jdeal schoolmaster.
From 193] untll his death he taught & constant succession of pupils
al e Solomon Wolfson School, where he was uty Headmasger,
an inspired them with a love of leaming and o wholesome Breadth
of outlook, as well as a scholary regm-s for close reasoning. This
faithful career was interrupied only by the war, when he served
most bravely and conscientiously as 4 caplain in the Army,

His emotions were always cloely engaged by the Jewish
teadition and for muny yeurs be worked steadfasily for the Ham.
niecsmith and West Kensington Synagogue (he was warden from
1947 to 1949, and for many years a member of the Board of
Management and the Religion Classes Committee).

Chur deepest syinpathies are extended to Mrs. Lily Shenfield
and Margarer

Drespite repeated notices in * The Brook * it still happens
Lme to bime fat mizelings of dulerent local societies and
mitiees have been aranged indepesdently 1otk place on
same date. As u number of people are on more than
comnidtes 30 s obwiously desicable that clashing should
avouded.  The Synagogue Secrefary maintaing a central dia
dutes of meetings which are mo o b and Secretaries
local organisations are sincerely requesied to remember this
to advise the Synagoguc Secretary of all meeting dates as far
advance as possible.
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