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EDFTORIAL

A YEAR OF EDUCATION

One of the more significant changes in the Jewish community
in the past year has been the increased prominence given to
cducation in all its aspects. The United Synagogue Youth and
Community Committee, which has developed valuable and in-
deed pleasurabie study and recreational programmes for young
people, has joined with the former London Board of Jewish
Rehgions Education 1o form the United Synagoguc Board of
Fducation. A Year of Jewish Education has been marked by
special events and further work is planned.

What change, apart from more confusion and mterest —
led wrangling, is this intended to secure? You would be entirely
justified in concluding that unless there 15 an impact on the
members of our community individually and collectively it
would not be very much, However, it is clear that there must be
a wider realisation among all of us of precisely what is required
te provide, and moreover operate sensibly and cfficiently, Jewish
pducation in its widest sense.

It is very significant also that incressed effort is to be given
va adult education in which our own communty has had a long
imvalvement.

We must all see that as & new year opens that our individual
stake in the Jewish world must be constantly revived. Tt is little
use to expect that without the help we can give, others will
take on and expand the provision of Jewish gducation. We can
resolve instead, both individually and as a community that we
wish not merely to be associated with others' efforts but also o
join positively mn supporting them. We will have an appropriats
apportunity te do so by marking the New Year with a genuine
decision to ensure our community continues to pledge all it
¢an in financial and other terms 2o that what we value as Jews
is ahle to he passed to our children and grandchildren

At the same time we may reflect how much we need as
individuals to renew our own attachment to our faith, to our
fellow Jews here and in Tsrael and above all how we can achieve
such a task, The coming year is a time for such renewal for all
of us

Chaosanim

We are delighted to anncunce that our Chasanim for this
year will be Mr, Maurice DeVries and Cllr. Joseph Mirwiich.

For Mr. DeVries it is the Bar Mitzvah year of his entering
the hox as warden of the Synagogue, an office he has adorned
with preet efficiency and assiduity, coupled with a marked sense
of propriety, decorum and dignity. Despite his very heavy com-
mitments a3 Boroush Solicitor to the London Borough of
Kingston, he still finds time to devote himsell whoclheariedly to
the needs of our Congregation,

Mr. Joseph Mirwitch has likewise given great service to the




London Borough of Hammersmith, In recognition of his dedica-
tion to the needs of the Borough, which he has served as a
Councillor for a numhber of years, he was this vear elecied o
the office of Deputy Mayor. Mr. Mirwitch is a solicitor working
for the Post Office. _ o

We look forward to our members and families joining in
the Reception to the Chasanim who will be accompanied by their
mothers, Mrs. Rose DeVries and Mrs, Gertrude Mirwitch, The
date will he the [7th October.

MINI-SERMON
By Hev, 5 Venitt

There are moments in oor life-time when we are motivated
by some strange inexplicable force. We are inspired by a thought
which crosses our mind — influenced by the words of a prayer
or a sermon, or by the solemnity of our surroundings or by a
special oocasion. ;

The High Holydavs set all those forces in motion, gearcd
as they are to stimulate our reason and kindle an emotional
flame. One month before Rosh Hashanah the Shofar sounds
its awakening call to us, to spend time probing our actions of
the past wyear, 'We are asked to take an inveatory of owr
hehaviour, to search aml probe our relationships. to discover
and identify where we went wrong, (0 recognise the harm we
have done and trulv regret it, and finally to resolve that our
misdeeds will not be repeated.

When the Days of Awe arrive, we ¢an now place ourselves
under Gad’s serutiny, and petition him 1o enable us o make
g good start to the Mew Year.

But one obstncle remaing, even i we accept thal we can
be confident of G-d's forgiveness 3 -

Can we go to G-d to ask Him to [orgive us for something
we did to another person? Tf we wronged our friend Mr. A,
would it be logical to ask Mr. B, 1o forgive us? Would we even
approach Mr. BT Could Mr. B. have i1 within his power to
Forpive? Would his expression of forgivencss have any meaning
if Mr. A, did not forgive?

Our High Holydays require ns 0o search out gach person
who was affected adversely by our conduct during the past year
and acknowledge what we did, express our regret, umjlnfflzé and
week forpiveness. This s not easy, but nevertheless, 1815 a pre-
requisite for G-d's forgiveness. _

The mere knowledge that we must seek forgiveness of our
friends, face to face, 15 w0 tiself a deterrent factor to committinn
anything untoward. It is onlv then, in these cireumstances thit
we are able to meet G-d with new strength and confidence in
our pravers, having the thought at the back of cur minds. that
i our fellow man has seen Fair to forgive us, thén sorelv the
Creator — the source of all Mercy — will forgive us too. We
are now Fully prepared tn offer onr Rosh Hasharah prayers.
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ANMNUAL REPORT 1986/7

We are pleased o report thal we have once again main-
tained pur financial position and have ended the vear to 31s
December 1986 with a surplus due as in previous years to the
continued care in limiting our expenses as much as can be
managed, The Synagogue Hall has been completely redecorated
amd we extend our sincere thanks to owr Ladies” Guild for pre-
senling new curlains. Cur Hall = now a pleasure to ws and we
hope that members will consider hinng it Tor their Simchaz
The ongoing maintenance of onr Synagogue end its surrounding
bulldings receives our constant atiention, and we would wish to
thank our colleagues Mr. Jack Langdon and Mr. Bankover for
their help and advice.

Our Functions Commities has during the vear under review
assisted in funding many of our efforts by the two supper socials
held one al Chanukah and the other at Purim. We record our
thanks to the very hard-working members of this commities,

During the year many very successful Kiddushim have been
held with the assistance of cur Ladies’ Guild, a number of our
members have celebrated Anniversaries, Birthdayz and other
Simechas by giving Kiddushim. All who attend our Shabbat ser-
viges and partake in the refreshment are truly appreciative of the
friendly atmosphere. We extend our thanks to all who assist in
the preparation and of course o the donors,

The Yamim Norvaim services were held as usual with support
i Rev. Venitt being given by Mr. Amias and Jonathan Miller,
Our eolleague Mre, Hersh Reick continues to delicht us with
his davening throughout the year, and we extend o them our
sincercst thanks.

Our Chasanim this year were Bev. 5. Venitl, Chazan Torah,
and Dr. J. Cowan, Chasan Bereshis. Rev, Venitt celehrated his
forticth vear ministering o our congregation and we extend (o
him gnd his wife Rifka our sincere thanks for their devoted
service to our community. Dr. Cowan, a well respected member
of our congregation and Board of Management has always been
ready with help and support. We extend to him our congratu-
lations on his recent wedding and are pleased to welcome his
new wife Thelma to our community, At our Annual Reception
hoth Chasanim were our Guesis of Hoenour and afier the usual
vote of thanks they were presented with inscribed cerlificates
commemaorating the event on behalf of our congregation.

The Mavoral Visit by the Mavor of Hammersmith & Fulham
Councillor Mrs. Joan Carvana accompanied by several members
of the Council and our Local M.P. was held as is wsnal on
Shabbat Shira. A special Kiddush was held after the service to
mark Ladies” CGuild Shabbat alsa on that day,

The Friendship Ciub under a very active committes chaired
by Mrs. Netta Guyver, continue to hold their meetings in our
Synagogue Hall. We are delighted that the club is flourishing and
sendd them our best wishes for the future,

i




The Hammersmith J1A. Committes  continues 11s  good
work on behalf of lsracl and it is gratilying that their hard eforts
were rewarded with a substantial sum being collected, It is hoped
that next vear which is the 40th Anniversary af the State of
Isracl, a Synagogue Tour will be arranged. Full details will be
available at a later date.

Our Part Time Secretary Mr, 5 Fainlight comtinues his
duties and we thank him for his support. Our carctaker Stephie
Englefield together with her hushand Tom, continues the good
work in keeping our buildings and grounds in good condition.
Their gardening efforts have been commented on very favour-
ably by both members and neighbours,

We have continued to receive help and advice from Mr.
Barry Winterman and his colleagues at head office, for which
we are very grateful.

Finally, to our colleagues and friends Rev. & Mrs. Venitt,
the Members of the Board of Management and the Represen-
tatives on the U.S. Council, we express our sincerc thanks and
appreciation for their continued support.

M. AMIAS

M. DeVRIES

0. ARRAM
Hon. (MHcers

FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE

The pre-Chanukah Supper-Quiz Party was the main event
arranged the Functions Committee during the past year. A
Fish Supper was enjoyed by all whe attended and the General
Knowledge Quiz at which every table party competed with each
other, proved very entertaining,

During the coming year the Committee hope to Arrange
rogramme of functions and events which will he appreciated
v everyone, and we look forward [0 your support.

You will he notified of these events as they are arranged
and we would appreciate early responsc to our circulars thereby
enabling us to cater the funetion pecording to numhber attending

The members of the Functions Committee thank all who
have supporied them and wish you all a Happy New Year, and
hope to see you at our future functions.

DAVID ARRAM

Chairman

Synagogque Israel Tour

By popular request T am trying (o arrange a Toue 1o Isracl
in Oetober/Movember 1988,
will members and friends who would like te participate
send me their names. A meeting of those interested will be
held early in 1988 when further details will be availahle,
DAVID ARRAM
Financial Representative

Ladies Guild Report 1986/7

[ am very happy to report thal our social and financial
aclivitics continueg Lo thrive,

Our Annual General Meeting was once again held at the
home of cur President, Mrs, Frank Hodes.

The vear commenced with the Annual Bring and Buy
and afternoon tea at the home of Councillor and Mrs. Sidney
Crose, and £492 was raised. The moncy was carmarked towards
the cost of new curtains in the Communal Hall.

The Guild gave the Kiddushim in the Succah which was
once again beautilully decorated with fruit and folrage, The
Annual Simchat Torah Party was catered admirably by the
Ladies” Guild

By way of an innovation, a Bring and Buey Cream Tea was
held on Sunday February Ist, when we enjoyed the scones
baked on the premiscs,

Ladies” Guild Shabhat was very well supported. The gather-
ing included ladies from other ananEmtinm. pnd a5 in pravieus
vears, the Mayor of Hammersmith made it the occasion for
the civic visit to the Synagogue,

Unfortunately, we were unable to take an active parl in ths
Geranium Day Collection. An increased donation was seal 10
the Jewish Blind Society instead.

A number of ladies of the Guild attended the Annual Supper
af the renamed Association of United Synagogue Women held
at the South London Synagogue. The Chief Rabbi and Lady
Jakobovits were the Guests of Honour.

Floral decorations for the Symagogue were again provided
on Shavuot and thanks to the penerosity of membears, we were
not involved in any expense. A Kiddush was provided by the
Guild after each Service,

Oyur fund raising event of the year was the Aanual Luncheon
and Bring and Buy when our Guest Speaker Mrs. Ehcda Burns
spoke on her trip to China, heing one of Lady Jakobovits' party.

The Guild is very grateful to all members who have BIVER
donations to mark special occasions and to thase ladies who
help prepare the Kiddushim. Thanks arc also due to the two
ladies who transport disabled to the Centre in Camden Town.

If you arc not a member of the Ladies® Guild, vou can
join us for an Annual Subscription of £3.00 and you can bhe
associated with the charitable work we are doing.

REBELCCA FO¥X
Homn, Secretary

Can You Help?

It is obvious that in a community like gurs there must be
guite & number of elderly, lonely, isolated and househound
people who would welcome a contact either in person or hy
telephone, We are looking for people whe are willing to perform
such o service, which would indeed be a Mitzvah.

Please contact Mrs. Reheeca Fox (Tel Mo 602 42420
5




The Breakthrough

Alwer years of lobbying by individuals and groups, 1987
has seen the exciting breakthrough in the cause lor womens'
equal participation in the administration of Synagogues within
the United Synagogue.

Since March of this year; it has been mandatory on all
Synagogues to glect women [0 a Synagogus Council of Manage-
ment. This replaces the singular Boavd of Management, The new
adminiztrative body incorporates the Honorary Cfficers, Board
of Management, representatives at the Board of Deputies and
United Synagopue Council amd wp 1o six female mémbers o
ratic of 1 female to 2 Board membersy with full discussion wend
viodifg nghis

Women must be members in thewr own right to qualify for
nomination, This has caused somz confusion as many wives
assume [hat as their hweshands are members, wath benetits cover
ing hiz wife and family, she is aulomatically a member and
eligible to vote at the Svnagorue AGM and stand for election
should she wish. This assumption s incorrect. Women who wish
to make sure of their eligibility can contact the Synagopue
sgeretary or Honorary Officers.

In Hammersmith, the part women heve pleyad, wheather
individuals or groups, in caring for the well bemg of the com-
munity has been greatly appreciated by the Henorary Cifficers
and has over the years butlt a working relationship of murual
benefit,

Regretfully, this has not heen so in some Synagogues. To
achieve the change now taking place the Association of Tnited
Synagogue Women has worked long end hard. Inevitably there
are some who argue for taking the change further. Mevertheless,
this is an important Arst step [T voung gicls Teel that they do nol
have an equal place within the Jewish community, as they have
in the wider one, they will ern their interest elsewhere.

This first year is seen as a transition period, and each Syna-
gopue cohgregation will build from it to swit their needs

MABEL PHILLIPS

Leaque of Jewish Women

Richmond & Themes Valley Group

The Annual General Meeting of the League of Jewish
Women was held recenily al the home of Mrs. Betty CGussman.
The Guest Speaker was Mrs. Sheila Shear, President of the
League, and she spoke ahout her experiences during her term
of aoffice.

Several new Officers were elected on to the Committee, and
we hope to have more meetings during the coming year, The
League is not @ fund raising Organisation — our aim is to do
voluntary work — helping those less foriupate then ourselves
of all denominations.

We are alwavs keen 1o entol new members — anyong inler-
gsied, please contact the Chairman, Mra Netta Guyer, 748 4797

L

The Chief Rabbi's Rosh Hashanah Message

It is onee again m{rph;asu re and privilege to extend warmest
greetings for the Mew Year to all the readers of this mapazine,

While tensions in the world at large are ominously escalating
— with trouble-spots threatening peace and stability far beyond
their borders in places as distant as the Persian Gulf, South
Africa and Central America — there have also been some not-
able advances on the credit side, among them the prospect of
an arms-control sgreement between East and West and the
as-yet-intangible signs of some mild delibcralisation inside the
Soviet Union. All these events have some direct bearing on
Jewish [oriunes, for, as a rule, Jews are the first beneficiaries
of stability, and the prime sufferers of instabality.

Maore real and visible have been some welcome manifesta-
tions of progress and solidity within the Jewizh experience. In
Israel, threats of terror and apgression have somewhat sbated,
and the Mational Unity Government has preserved the nation’s
cohesion against all odds and prognostications.  Ewven the
religious-secutar conflicl, gravely menacing as it still is, seems
1o have lost some of its virulence of the previous vear.

The plight of Soviet Jewry has eased only marginally, with
the release of some more celebrated prisoners and refuseniks,
and vague promises held oul for hifting some repressive measures
inside the country. But the indications are that major policy
decisions on the Soviet attitude to both Tsrael and the Jews ars
still pending, and the situation continues o demund high states-
manship a5 well as perseverance on the Jewish side too, if the
hope of rehabilitating millions of Jows is not to be abandoned.

The historic advance in Jewish-Catholic relations dramatisad
by the Pope’s visit to the Rome Synagogue has unfortunately
been compromised by several set-backs: the Carmelite Convent
at Auschentz, the beatification of Edith Stein and the reception
of Kurt Waldheim at the Yatican, On the olher hand. the happy
relationship we enjoy with Christian leaders and citizens in this
country is reflected in the singular honour bestowed on me by
the award of a Lambeth Degree,

Perhaps most marked have been some hopeful developments
within our own community. The Year of Education has not
only firmly established Jewish education at the top of our
communal sgenda, it also generated many valuahble new enter-
prises which have caweht the imagination of many congreeations
and their members, The restructuring of the United Synagoouc,
its new leadership, building ambitiously on the firm foundations
already laid in recent 5, augurs well For the consalidiion and
revitalisation of Anglo-Jewry's traditional heartland. In fact,
the sights should now be raised to encompass the expandion
of the United Svnagogue as an ever-stronger hulwark of Criho-
doxy in the world — quantitatively by reaching out to kindred
communitics throughout the country in some associated confed-
eration and qualitatively in devising some organisational hond
with the newly-flourishing smaller units attracting manv of our
members’ children by their very intensity and intimacy.
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Other majer urgent ilems also remamn on our ufclma- For
immediste action. There is the new secondary school planned
by the JEDT, together with other important new -_:ducnt:-:maj
enterprises; the co-ordination of our Jewish social services already
begun under the aegis of the Central Council: the recruitment
of high-calibre talemt from younger elements for commurily
leadership and the promotion of Jewish contributions to ethical
integrity and moral excellence as well as in particular Family
stability in society al large — to mention Just some specific
phjectives calling for broad vision and resolute action.

May 5748 bring the blessings of peace, security and prosper-
ity in freedom and contentment, sustained by our own worthi
ness to merit these gifis, and accompanied by 1h££emgrﬂsﬂ_ of
harmony among the nations, speeding the promised Redemption
for Israel and all humanity.

ZIR IMMANUEL JAKOBOVITSE
Chiel Rabb

Hammersmith Friendship Club

Hammersmith Friendship Club is still well supported. During
the past months we have enjoyed celebrating the Golden
Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Angelus who provided the Club with &
delightful tea and we were entertained by the Kol Rina Singers.
We have also celebrated several birthdays, including the Club’s
sccond anniversary, We have enjoyed lectures on “Period
Costumes”™ and “Fans through the Ages”, arranged through the
auspices of Mrs. Zara Brickman, M.B.E. We have also had
happy alternoons listening to entertainment provided throwgh
the good offices of Hammersmith Borough Council. Recently.
some of us joined Richmond Friendship Club on a day’s outing
to Brighton, and we el had a very happy day — even the
weather was kind ! There iz an excellent friendly atmosphers
at the Club, which continues to maintain its high level of
hMembership. .

New Members are always very welcome — if you would
like to come and join us please contact the Chairman, Mrs
Metta Guver, on Ta4R 4797

inter-Faith Relations

A numhber of parties [rom locil schools visited the Synagogue
during the past year, Godolphin and Latymer and Sacred Hean
Convent School continued their long association. Children alse
came from primary schools. T was invited to a gathering st an
E.5.N. School in Hammersmith to explain in simple terms how
we celebrate Passover, The children welrehwr:.-' fascinated by the

iven to them in the English version,
Chad Gadya g E 8. VENTTE
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS

The Hon, Officers and Board of Managemen: extemd their
compliments and Best Wishes for & Happy MNew Year 1o all Mem-
bers of the Coogregation and their Families,

The Reverend and Mrs. 5. Venitt and Family wish to convey
their sincers wishes for a Happy and Prosperous Mew Year to the
Honorary (ificers, 1o the Board of Management, relatives, [reods,
and members of the Synagogue,

Hella Forscher and Family wish to convey Lo the Congre-
gation their warmest wishes for @ Happy and Peacciul MNew
Year. T King's Close, N.W.4. Tel. 203 1163

Mr. & Mrs Sidoey Fainlight wish to convey themr most
cordml wishes (¢ the Congregation for a Happy and Healthy
New Year.

Mr. & Mrs. T, Englefield send their complimenis 1o the
Congregation.

Sincerest good wishes for the New Year are extended to the
Mimister, Honorary Officers, the Board of Management, and all
comgregants, relatives and Friends by:

e Mr, & Mrz, Samuel Abrahumson end Family, 47 5t Mary
Abbol’s Court, Warwick Gardens, Kensington, Wl4 [RE
e, & Mre I D. Abrams end Family 11 Mercers Place,
London, Wa TBZ
s—Mr. & Mrs. Moss Amias, 38 Barons Keep, W4
M. & Mrs A, G, Amies, Flat 5/72 Courfield Gardens, 5W5
e, & Mes. M. Angeles, 96 Addizon Gandens, W, 14
David & Pearl Arram & Family, 7, Blenheim Road, London,
W4 1UB
i—=Eve and Bertie Bankover and Famaly, 3 Albany, Aléxandra
Grove, M, Finchley, N12 8NN
Mir. & Mrs, 1. Beim, “Tara”, Coombe Ridings, Kingston Hill,
Surrey
Dr. & Mrs, F, L Benesi, 11 Cockshot Road, Lewes, Sussex,
BHT 1JH
wTeheccs Benzimira & Family, “Wickenden Cottage”,
Hampion Courl Reoad, Easi Molesey, Surrey KT 9RP
Wrs R, Berg & Mre. M. Berp, | West Kensinglon Mansions,
Maorth End Boad, London, Wlad 9PE
er. & Mrs L, Bernotock & Mro David Sitk, 2 Windermere,
Lytton Cirove, Putney, Loadon, SWI1S 2ER
——lrene & Joe Bondt, 24, Berkeley Court, Hele Lane, Edgware.
Middx.
i—Mra, Mary Bossick, 2-Sviherland Court, Manor Close,
Kingsbury Road, Kingshury, N.W.9
w—Jov and Jeffery Brand, 73 Barons Keep, London, Wld 0ATT
wZara Brickman, M.B.E. and Lionel Kaufman, 3 Hughy
Mansions, London, Wid 8XD
w— Alee Brooks, Angela, Paul and Anna, 31 Kempsford Gdas.
Earls Court, SW5 ULA
o Richard, Elizabeth & Daniel Brown, 1 Ougen’s Grove Court,
Quesn’s Grave, 8L John's Wood, N.W.8
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e 1. & Mrs, Denis Coplan & Family, 58 Fairacres,
Roehampton Lane, 5. 15
e=Robert and Miriam Clack, 4 Pinewoosd Grove, Carlion Raad,
Ealing, W3 2AG
wJanet & John Clark & Family, 41 Elzabeth Road, Moselay,
Birmingham
= Philip, Dorrit & Elizabath Cohen, 101, Madrid Rd,, London,
SWI3 9ROy
Mrs. Metta Coen & Familv, 85 Primbey Park Thive,
Alwoodiey, Leeds, L517 TLP
——Mrs. R. Cohen, 292 Latymer Court, London W6 7LD.
Mr, & Mrs, Alfred Coleman, 14 Abbots House, Wi4 3NLI
~Mr. & BMrs, Denris 5, Colling, T8 Campden Hill Court,
London, W.H
wMr. & M. L, Cook, 13 Strafford Road, Twickenham,
Middx, TWI 3AD
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cowan, 17 Underwood House, Sycamore
Gardens, Wé YBR
w—Thelma and Jack Cowan, 22 Granasd Avenuoe, Puiney,
London, W15 6H]
e—Lilian & Bemnord Davis. 3% Hamble Courl, Broom Park,
Teddington, kiddx, TWIT 9RW
< Mrs. B DeVries and Family, 52 Arunde] Mansions, Arundel
Terrace. Bernes, London, SWI121 908
w—=Mrs. Bette Dickman. 60 Minster Court, Hillerest Road,
Ealing, London, W.5
= e, & Mrso A, M, Filer, 3 Shepherds Bush Road, W6,
D, & Mrs, David Filer and Danghters, Warwick Lodge,
Warwick Denz, W.5,
~— Pauling & Joo Finkleman & Family, 26 Meade Cloge, Strand-
oi-the-Green, Chiswick, Wd IMNT
Rosemaery Foley-Comer, 46, Vicarage Court, Londaon,
Wi 4HF )
o~ Mrs. Rebecca Fox and Family, 3 Monckton Court, Addison
Road, Wid4 8NF
~ Betty & Lewls Gaseman. & Family, 21 Castelnan. 5.W.13,
i—Stella. & Harry Gold. 30 Emlyn Road, London, W.12
e—Mr. & Mrs. Manfred 8. Gorvy & Family, 16 Hans Road,
London, 5.W.3
wMr. & Mres G Green, |1 Minster Court, Hilloresi Road
Ealing, W.5

—Councillor & Mrs, Sidney Grose & Family, Berkeley Honss,

10 Berkeley Road, 8. W.13.
e Mr. A, Gross, 31 Wings Court, King Street, London, W.a,
T, & Mrs. R, D, Gross, 36 Haven Green Court, Haven
. Green, London, W.5

e=Mrs. Metta Guver and MMuorice, 1 Atherton Read, Barnes,

London, 5W13 ONH :
i Mrs  Annctte Halfin, 2 Rutland Drive, River Lane,

Petersham, Surrey, TWIN TAG

Elizabeth & Alfred Harris, 23 Parkside, Wimbledon Ciom,

London, 5.W.1%
I

—Mrs. ). Harris, 20 Goldsmith Buildings, East Churchfield
Rouad, Acton, W.3
e—Mr. & Mrs. J. Harris, 182 Latymer Court, Hammersmith
Road, W.6
.,_-’drn & Mrs, M. Hirth, Flat 1, 18 Flaghead Road, Poole,
Orsct
-~ Dr. & Mrs. Cyril Hodes & Family, 1 Ashchurch Terrace,
London, W12 95L
~— Ruby & Frank Hodes, 7 Oakwood Court, Kensingtion, W, 14
— Basil & Bella lsaacs & Family, 43 Clifton Court, St. John's
Wood Road, London, NWE BHT
=—Mr, & Mrs, M, Isaacson & Family, 3 Rosedew Road,
London, Wa 9ET
= Mrs. M. Kitils, 8 Bolingbroke Road, London, W, 14
«——Lily Jacobs & Ann Keenoy, 8 Aldhourne Road, Shepherds
Bush, Wi2 0LMN
~—Mrs, I Kureman, 35 Suffolk Road, Barnes, 5.W.13,
w—Jack & Adelamide Langdon, 107 Perryn Road, Acton, London
W3 TLT
WM%I::]I:?!E& Henry Levy, 22bh Argyle Road, W. Ealing,
- 'H:ﬁ%afd Leslic Levy, 46 Raffies House, Brampton Grove,
s Maomi & Philip Lewis & Family, 14 Madrid Road, 5.W.13
~Miss Julie Lichtblau, 21 Meadow Croft, Brooks Road,
Chiswick, W.4.

&= Mrs. Hettie Mayne, 40 Thornton Avenue, Chiswick, W.4.
i-Mrs. Betty Meltz & Melvin, 62 Addison Gardens, Wid ODT
—TRaie, Joo & Jonathan Miller, 16 Samuel Richardson House,

North End Crescent, W14 BTE
—Mre. 5. Mirwitch & Family, 11 South Side, Stamford Brook
Common, Wa (Y
i~ Councillor Joseph 5. Mirwitch, 66 British Grove, W4 INL
The Misheon Family - Peter, Penny, Oliver, Anna, Kate and
Eliza, 8%, Elgin Crescent, London, W11
F_Mi'{i'saﬂcf{: Maorris, 12 Tor Court, Sheflield Terrace, Kensington,
aHX.
wdrs G, Moses, 120 North End Housze, Filgjames Avenus,
London, Wid4 0RY
—Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Morns, 95, Barons Keep, Gliddon Road,
Londen, 'W.14
w0 A & E Mewfield, 52, East Acton Lane, London, W3 TEQ
& Joe Misner with Rochelle, Maxwell, & D-a':i?hterg, 27 Thom
Tree Court, Park View Road, Ealing, W.5
Mrs 8. Perbohner & Family, 121 Castelnau, 5.W. 13
~Alfred & Mabel Phillips & Family, Flat 11, Bridge Avenue
Manzsions, Hammersmith, London, W.a,
a- Mr. Hersh Rieck, 33 Campden Hill Gatle, Duchess of Bedford
Walk, W.8
= "Mrs. Rita Rosen, 59 Montagy Mansions, London, WIH ILH
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" M, &E.E.{ESI Alfred Sacks, 18 Heathcroft, Ealing, London,
Wi
«—FEthel Sacks, 18 Kingfisher House, Melbury Road, W.14
~Mr. H. Sharpe, 55 North End House, Fitz James Avenue,
Londen, Wid ORT
—Prof. & Mrs. Al Shiloh & Dina, 36 Barons Keep, W.14
—Lew & Minnie Shooman, Robert, Carole & Family, 10 Tudor
Court, Guonersbury Avenue, W.5.
V—ﬂ.ﬂi![ﬂ. Simmonds & Family, 14 Cecil Close, Mount Avenue,
Ealing, W.5,
— Gerard Snoeck, 4 Park Avenue, London, 5.W.14
Mrs, L. Sommer and Family, 22 Chesterficld Road, W.4.
i— Mr. & Mrs. N. Sonnenblik, 14 Vaughan Avenue, Londen,
W 0X5
. Deborah, Michael & Bobby Talalay, 6 Stamford Brook Ave.
London, Wa WD
_—Mrs. Stella Tesler, 68 Homecross House, Fishers Lane,
Chiswick, W4 1YB
~Bea & Bertiec Topper, 41 Rockley Court, Rockley Rd., W.14
o Ilse & Tan Twsh, 58 Prebend Gardens, W.6
o—Mr. & Mrs, Peter Wender, 50 Heathfield Court, Heathfizld
Terrace, Chiswick, W.4. .
~Hettie & Sidney Williams & Family, 28 Lime Court, Gipsy
Lane, Putney, 5.W.15.
— —Elizabeth and” Benjamin de Winter and Family, 24,
Northways, College Crescent, NW3 SDR
— Joel Winterman, 29 Eagle Lodge, Golders Green Road,
MNWI11 2BD
w¥ivienne & Barry Winterman, 80 Linton Avenue,
Borehamwood, Herts, WDE 407y
¢— Dina & Philip Wisbey, Wendy & Bob, 2 Rupert Rd.. Bedford
Park, Loodon, W4 ILX
—Mr. I Yoffey, Fiona, Manny and Penina, 93 Mayficld Road,
W12 oLT

HETTIE & DAVE BALONOY
with their Families in England and the 1T1.5.A.
offer sincere grectings for the MNew Year

Gifts for the Succah

The Succah will be ready for decorating on Tuesday Gth
October, Gifts of fowers, foliage, wine, etc, will be gratefully
accepted, also donations towards the purchase of cake.
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J.LA.

Traditionally our annual Joint Israel Appeal beging with
g meeting for all contributors and friends. This year was to be
no different, and invitations were sent out for a gathering in
the Synagogue Hall on Sunday afternpon 18th January at which
cur distinguished guest speaker was to bring us first-hand and
up-to-date news on political and ecenomic conditions in Israel.
Unfortunately, as you will remember, the weather at that time
was appalling and in the ¢ircumstances our Committes felt that
the only sensible course of aclion was to cancel the meeling.
This, of course, meant that we had no face-to-face appeal with
which to begin our 1987 Campaign. Instead, our E‘ummiltee
decided to implement a special written appeal.

The result was excellent, donations were both prompt and
gengrous, amounting o £23,760. This is an outstanding response
and on behalf of owr Committee, we thank each and everyons
of our contributors most sincerely for their willing and con-
tineous support for our people in Israel 2

J.B.
Hammersmith & District AJEX
A brief report by Percy 5. Gourgey MRBE, Chairman

During the year under review, 1986-87, the Branch and
AJEX as a whole suffered a great loss in the death of Cecil
Hyams, a veteran and prominent slalwart of AFEX who held
high office at headguariers. He kept the Branch constantly
informed about various developments concerning AJEX and also
showed keen interest in Branch activities, He put the Branch
in touch with SAJEX, i.e. the South London group of AJEX
branches to augment both s fAnancial position and its range of
activities.

Appropriate tributes were paid in the Jewish press. A special
Memorial Service was held at Richmond Synagogue, where
Cecil was a Warden for many years, Tt was particularly impres-
sive with the participation of over twenly Standard Bearers.
Tributes were paid at and after the Service by Rev. Dr. L. Levy,
Hon, Chaplain te AJEX, Mr. E. Tabachnik, Q.C., also former
Warden of the Synagogue, and by Mr. Harry Kardo, BEM,,
Mational Chairman of AJEX, and Mr. Percy Gourgey, MBE.
Branch Chairman and also former Warden of the Synagogue.

A ijoint funclion with the Synagogue was held in January
with the showing of a special film on the life of the late Lord
Fisher, President of the Board of Deputies.

Members of the Branch took parl in the local and national
parades held in MNovember annually, and in their individual
capacities in various other activities, including the field of good
race relations.

Our Standard Bearer Mr. Hyvman Forman continged o
render valuable secvice both at varioos functions and also at
head office where his considerable experience in welfare matiers
% put to good use for the benefit of those concerned.
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Jews’ College

On the part-time studies programme, our popular and
successlul nusach and chazanut courses are being expanded, with
more choices than ever before for those aspiring to conduct
various services or to read from the Torah or Megillah. This
year the course has been structured so that students may choose
nusach for Shabbat and the High Holydays As part of the
courses, students will learn the Laws and History of our pravers.

Prospectuses for both cowses are available gither from the
synagogue secretary, or direct from the Registrar of Jews
College. Albert Road. London, NW4 28], telephone 01-203 6427.

The Jewish Woman and Mother

In the days of horror of the later Reman Empire, through-
out the time of the migration of nations, il was not only war
that destroyed and annihilated all those people — despite their
former world dominating greatness, nothing remains, but their
ames.

It was the ensuing demoralization of home life. This is
proved by the Jews, for they suffered more severely and more
cruglly by wars than any other nation. Strict discipline and
family devotion was af all times preserved. This mysterious
preservation of the Jewish people gives praise, and is due to the
Jewish woman, This is her glory not only in the history of
her own people, but in the history of the world,

Jewish custom bids the Jewish mother after her preparations
for the Sabbath have been completed Tor Fridav evening, (o
kindle and bless the Sabbath candles. That is svmbaolic of the
Jewish mother’s influence on her own home. She is the inspirer
of a pure, chaste, family life, whose influences are incalculahle,
and is the centre of all spiritual endeavours. It is on account
of the woman also that G-d’s blessings are vouchzaled 1o the
house,

We are on the eve of the most important of the Holvdays
in our Calendar. Let us pray for lifelong peace, health and
happiness for everyone, all over the world, May the Almighty
accepd our sincere pravers, grant us our wishes and nscribe us
in “The Book of Life".

Shalom

JOEL WINTERMAMN

LADIES PLEASE NOTE

The Burial Board wishes all synagogues to advise Indies that
head covering must be worn when visiting the cemetery, 1L
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SOCIAL & PERSONAL
WEDDINGS

The lollowing marriages were solemnised at the Synagpogus
during the course of the wear:

John Frederick Eldred Cowan to Thelma Beatrice Rohinson

Harry Jeffrey Menasche (o Andrea Raoth Isaacs

Richard Mark Fox to Susanna Ciinton Davis
To these and tooall members whe had celebrations during the
year we extend warmest Telicitations,

NEW MEMBERS
Mr. H. Menasche
M. & Mrs. A. Rodberg
Mizs P. Robinson

Mr. R, Brown
Mr. A, Brown
Mrs., [ Brown

BArs. Jean Cohen Mrs. L. Sommer
P, Thelma Cowan Mrs. R. Spector
Ms Esta-Muolka Charkham Miss 0. Shiloh
hiss I. Fainlight Mrs. L. Simmoas
Mr. R. M. Fox Mrs, L. Tof

My M, Kass Mrz. L. Waterman

Wirs, J. Mitler

Kensinaton & Chelsea WIZO

This past year has been an active and rewarding ona, alheit
that at the tme of going to press we have been unable 1o find
premises for oor Good as MNew Shop, which is our main fond
raizing source, IT anvbody could help us in this respect we would
be more than grateful. Our functions commenced in Novembet
with the agroval Brunch Bring and Boy which was vary suceessful
as were an Afternoon Card Pacty, the Spring Lunch followed
by = delightful piano recital by Mrs, Evelyn Segal, and the
summer Lunch to which we welcomed Mrs, Brenda Katten, Co-
President of British WIZO, as our Guesl of Hornoor, Evervons
listened spell-bound to her sddress. Doe to a Iot of hard work
and effort, & very substantial sum of money was raisad for Jewish
Womens Week. New members arce alwavs very welcome and
any interested lady shoald contect Membership Secretary Mrs

Mee Tysh on T48 TaX),
ETHEL SACKS,
President

HAVE YCU SIGHMED A COVENANT

Cur Synapeeane cin henefit withoot any extra cost to you
provided you are a Tax poyer.

Eor [urther informeton confact our Financial

Representative Mr, David Arram or our Symagogue
Secretary Mr. Sidney Fainlight

15



a3118 aaawh

Best Wishes
for a happy New Year

and well over the Fast

from

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. WILLIE GERTLER

17 CAMPBELL COURT,
QUEENS GATE GARDENMS,
LONDON, 5W7 4PD

and from

Mr. and Mrs. HERBERT D. GERTLER,
JEROME and ANTHONY

13 RESIDENCE DE LA PORTE VERTE,
AVE, DU GENERAL FERSHING,
YERSAILLES T8, FRANCE

and from

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID LOVELL
and SHAUNA and JONATHAN

26 FAIRFAX ROAD, SWISS COTTAGE,
LOMNDOM, MW
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Einayim Aid Society

The Einayim Aild Society, the Ealing Branch of the Jewish
Biind Society, meets repularly to plan evends which are intended
to raise funds for the Jewish Blind, If anyone is interested in
joining the Committee the Hon. Secretary would be delighted
to give any information regarding this matter, "phone no. 01-B66
26493,

Some recend occasions held by the Committee have included
a highly successful theatre presenlation 1o see The House of
HBermmarda Albe, for which we would like to thank everyone for
their support. The Group has also heard several very imteresting
talks; Mr. Michael Bookbinder entertained ws with tales of the
origination of Marks & Spencer and Mr. Jonathan Freedman
told us of his visit io the Soviet Union and encouraged us to
wirite 1o g blind Refusaik, who is now in Tsrael,

Fufure evesds nclude another theatre presemiation lo see
The Hypochondriac starring Tom Courtenay at the Lyric Theatrs
Hammermsmith, on Saturday 24th October 1987, where we hope
fo have the same excellent attemdancs as last vear, More infor-
mation regarding lickets can be oblained from Mrs Beatrice
Topper, "Phone No. Q603 9708

Mentally Handicapped Jews —

The Challenge to You

To me, perhaps the most moving part of the Bosh Hashana
service 15 the recitation of “Unctaneh Tokef™ in the Mussaf
service, In it we are told how G-d will judge our actions over
the past vear. One simply has to read the translation to conjure
up an awesome and frightening image of o mighty G-d sitting
in judgement, sealing our fate ai the siroke of a pen. I am
sure I am nol alone in visualizsing this tyvpe of scenmario. Yet,
strangely enough, just when this magery becomes almost oo
powerful, the werse changes its tone completely to convey a
positively benign image:

* .. like a shepherd pasturing his Aock, making sheep

pass under his staff, so shall You cauwse to pass, count

snd consider the soul of all the living.™

How can the image of a shepherd tending his flock represent
a G=d sitting in judgement? Our Rabbis explain that G-d judges
all people indwidually, like sheep going single file through a
anarrow opening in a sheep pen. Bul he also looks on them
as a shepherd would survey his entire fock. From this, say
our Rabbis, we see that Man i not only judged at Raosh
Hashana for his own personal achievements, but also Tor his
gfforts as part of G-d's entice “flock’. In other words, on Rosh
Hashana one must ask oneself “What have 1 done to serve
the needs of my fellow Jew?™

Ravenswood looks alter some of the less able members of
our “Mock’ — the mentally handicapped. We've shown that, given
the right kind of facilities, the people we used to dismizs as
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‘ineducable’ can achieve a lot. 30 vears ago it would have been
considered encugh to give them a bed o sleep in, Today that's
not enough, The sort of education and fraining we wanl 1o
offer now s for life — an independent, near-normal [ife, within
the Jewish community.

When a mentally handicapped child is born the first question
its parents ask 15 always the same. Why? Why us? But when
some of the pain and anguish have begun to diminish, the other
guestions are just as difficult. How will our child servive with
all the pressures of moedern society? How can we make sure
they get the best there is to offer In care and education? Amnd,
when we're no longer there to help, how can we give them
the opportunity for a real home, a proper job and a fulfilled adult
life? Inevitably, outside help must be sought. But then the gues-
tions change again. Who can help? Who has the expertise to
know what's best? Who can provide the right facilities?

This year apart from the 1,000 mentally handicapped people
we already look after, we will get calls for help from another
40 families. This year, we're going to continue making contacl
with all the Jewish people locked away in long-stay mental han-
dicap hospitals. This vear, we want to build more homes in the
community.

S0 perhaps this year when you stand in Shul and hear the
Chazan recite ‘Unetaneh Tokel® vou will think about all the
work entailed in tending some of the prople in our flock. Perhaps
wvou would like to become a volunteer, helping out at one of our
residential facilities, Or perbaps vou would like to help ws hy
making & donation. One thing = for sure; if vou can ﬂ.ﬂp s,
you will certainly have done much to meetl the needs of your
fellow Jews, at a time when unity with Klal Yisroel — G-d's

entire flock — 15 so significant
JULTAN M. SORS5HY
Execulive Director,
The Ravenswood Foundation,
Tel: DI-458 3282

Austria Before and After Waldheim

Dear Congregants, Dear Friends,

The recent reception of President Waldheim by Pope John
at the Vatican resulted i the further escalation of antisemitism
in Austria, as the Gemeinds, the official organ of the Kultus-
gemeinde in Vienna reported in its issue of Tth August

Please allow me to {ake vou back into the history of Austria
and her hundred wvears of antisemitism. During the Habshurg
Monarchy, the Jews were tolerated in the lheral atmosphere
of a multi-national, multi-racial Emﬂire. During the First World
War, however, 1914-1918, the Jewish population in Vienna rose
to 200,000, owing to the influx from Galicia-Bukowina {Russian,
Foman and Polish arcas).

As a result of the lost war, the breakdown of the Habsburg
Monarchy into the various Succession States and the Treaty of
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sl Germaine lefi Vienna with the small Bepublic of Ausiria
and o population of six mollion people. The capital had wo
millicn, with an ever-increasing Jewish population which had fled
(rom the new republics The ferm “Osijude™ came into the
the language of “the Wiener'.

Austris, now o democeatic state was governed by the
mocialists and the Christian Volkspartei, Leading the Socialist
Party were atheist Jews, D, Baoer, Julins Deatsch, Hugoe Breil-
ner and others, MLP.s in Parlisment and Governors of the City
of Vienna — ““daz rote Wien™ (Red Vieona), Leaders of the
Christian Volksparte: were the Catholic antisemites wider the
leadership of Prelate Dy, Scipel,

The Jews profiled Trom the Vienngse Socialist rufe, They
obtained citizgnship, stores, shops and exparts, Banks foucizhed
pntil the Wall Strect erash resulted in bankrupteies. Unemploy-
mtenl changed Che picture, Swastikas sppearcd on the scene, A
book, Dic Stadt Ohne Juden {Stale without Jews), writlen by
somebody calling himsell a Friend of the Jews, Hupo Bettaoer,
gave a perlent of what was o come, Then came Hitler. Austria,
with almost a third of the people on the dole, greeted the
Anschloss with Aags and the Austrian Nazis began robbing
and killing Jows in ten days, showing more brutality than the
Cermans in five years.

This is Ausiriz before Waldheim!!

In 1944, after the Holocaust, a few hondred Jews: trickled
back. Afier 1948 some came [rom Prague. followed after 1956
by Hungarian Jews whao setiled in Vienno. and in more recent
times, the Russians,

S0 today there ace TO00-R000 Jews registered with the
Kultusgemainde.

Thev are well organised — the famous Seitenstadter Tempel
gives beautiful Shabbal Sarvices,

Antisemnitism was below the surface — asleep watl Wald-
helfm as Presidential Candidate end the protests from the USA
awoke the anti-Jéwish elemegnis with the heip of the Volks-
wariet.

! Moy T end with a few guestions?

i. The World Jewizh Conpress bnew (and must have known)
of D, Waldheim's past,. Why did they nal raise it during his
gight vears as UN Gensral Secretary?

2. Why did Lord Weidenfeld publish his book?

3. Why did his editor not ask Waldheim aboul the missing fwo
vears?

; Mow, my friends, if vou are not tired of reading my story,
I am poing to the Catholic side, with a few guestions: _
Why did Pope Fius the XIL previously Cardinal Pacelly in
Germany, not help the Jews?

Why did Cardinal Innitzer of Vienna greet Hitler on March 11th
1AR a5 the greatest German?

The Catholic Church never Biked Jews!!

Shalom!

CHAIM ZEEV BEN YOSEPH
%
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BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR
AND WELL OVER THE FAST

FROM

Mr. & Mrs.

JOE GODFREY

T ALL OUR RELATIVES, FRIENDS
AND HONORARY QFFICERS, BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
AND MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION

ROMAN MITZVAHS

It was Second Day Shavuol The temperature was 75°F,
We set out for the Synagopgue in Rome just by the Tiber which
iftows through Rome buot, 1o my mind, nol as majestic as the
Thames through London. We arcived at the Great Synapogue
after 10-F2 munutes walk and came wpon this huge, imposing
building which, at first glance, looked az if we had reached
the largest Shul in Europe. It certainly was the highest one 1
had seen and when we approached the entrance we were stopped
by several male “security™ congregants who asked us of we had
any cameras, On setisfying them thet we were “kosher™ theyw
courteonsly directed us where to enter — [adies round the corner
of the Shul and then wpstairs, the men straight ahead. But before
we walked on, we could not help but notice the Police Yan
parked outside and police with automatic guns standing around,
AFter all, wasn't this the Shul that only a few shorl years ago
received the Full biast of the tercorists and a few of the congre-
gants were killed or maimed.

On entering the Shul we had to brush aside a cortain that
nung across the main doors and, on entering, we picked up &
tallis from a table which literally held dozens. There was also a
table on which there were also dorens of copples, if one required
it. A Chazan was alrcady chenting the prayers (it was abonot
9300 through & microphone, 1 hasten to add!! They davened in
the Sephardi accent coupled with a strong Italian infAuence so
that it was not casy to follow the service. However, their Siddur
was very familiar 10 us and it was all in Hebrew with no Ttalian
translation (not that this maitersd to us) but we mensged to
follow a lof of the Secrvice. Glancing around, we noticed the
Chief Rabbi of Fome was sitting in the place of honour, the
Rabbi of the Shol st next to him, another Charan sat nearby
whilst the second Chazan was davenning.

Above all, thers was a choir, all-male, behind the Ark whoem
we could not see and the Bimah was just in front of the Ark —
just like Hammersmith’s, only on & vastly bigger scale — all
m marble as was the rest of the Shul, It was aboul 0% higher
than our Shu! and twice as wide. All seats faced the Ark in
four blocks with lovely stained-closs windows all around. A mag-
nificent Ark was approached hy first walking up to the Bimah,
then ascending about 657 steps 1o the curtaimng of the Ark.
On pulling the curtains aside there were two doors to open and
then a final curain and several very large Seforim,

Being Shavuot the Bimah and surrounds were covered with
the most beautiful Aowers extending to the floor of the Shul in
lowvely containers, bowls and vases,

When the congregants were called (o the Reading of the
Law cach went up with their teen-age daughter holding hands
and later on we observed there was a Bet Chayil ceremony which
took place at the end of the Service, The girls (aboil six of
them) all stood in fromt of the Ark with the Chief Rabhbi
and, although we could not hear them, I beliove they must have
recited one or bwo pravers and for Psaalms — still facing the Ark
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— wnd al their conclusion the Chiel Rabbi pronounced the
Priestly Blessing. Even though we seemed to be the only non-
Italians im the Shul, it seemed strange thal no-one came up o
us, which 1 thought most unusuval as it s the uswal thing at
Hammersmith to greet the “stranger™ with a welcome.

I haven't forgotien the ladies. They sat upstairs in the
Isided pollery alihough on that day all the ladies sat in the
centre gallery. It was through a lady in owr party who sat next
it a congregent of the Shul that we learned there was a Bat
Chayil ceremoeny taking place that moining,

What impressed me was the utter magnificence of the Shul
itself, and if anyone has the opportunity of visiling Rome, a
visit o this Shul when a Service is taking place is a “must™,

Yes, o mather unusval and impressive Yom TM'JNN

International Conference
By Percy 5. Gourgey, M.B.E.

Coinciding with the 2Mb anniversary this year of Israel's
magniflcent victory in the Six Day War, increased attempis are
being made (o convene an International Conference to consider
the future of the West Bank and Gaza seized in that War as a
result of Arab agression. _

This suggested Conference looks a long way ahead. Its aim
is to enable Jardan to enter into direct pegotiations with Israel
as instructed by the Conference, which would include the five per-
manent members of the United Mations Security Council. While
Prime Minister Shamir and his Likud Cabinet Ministers are op-
posed to the Conference contending that it will F""]E. pressurise
Israel to make concessions instead of engaging in direct nego-
tiations, Foreign Minister Peres and his Labour colleagues are
in favour of it 1o provide King Hussein an international frame-
work within which to negotiate, in order to overcome Acab ohjac-
tions bo direct negotialions,

However, the positions adopted by Shamir and Peres are in
reality not too far apar, Both agree that on no account will
there be any PLO participation, as its oft-proclaimed aim is to
destroy Israel backed with acts of tefrorism. Baoth agree that
there will be no Soviel participation unless the Soviets resume
diplomatic relations with Tsrael and improve the situation of
Soviet Jewry.  Before fuliilling these conditions the Soviet
Union might seek to influence the course and outcome of the
negotintions, This is whaolly unacceptable to both Peres and
Shamir. It is true that the United States can veto any decisions
of the Conference and Israel can refuse (o implement them, bl
Isreel’s image will suffer in consequence.

When Peres was in London in June, he said at a public
meeting in reply to my question, that both the Soviet Union
and China, as permancnt members of the Security Council,
would have o have diplomatic relations with Tsraci,

In a sense, both Peres and Shamir are right and there is no
need to break up the National Unity Government before general
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elegtions due m 1988, Peres s rght in trying o find a way ourt
lir Husscin in his dilemma, and Shamir is right in me}'_ing Lis
ensure that such a Conference will nog just pressurise Israel. The
momentum toward peace could be maintamed throogh careful
prepargtion for the Conference, by clearly defining its commig-
ments, its agenda and its participants,

THE NEW SPEAKEASY

Twao furiive figures checked that the coast was clear
before entering the bakery. They nodded to the man behind
thi counter and went to the back of the shop. The man
knocked twice, paused and then three tmes more. A small
window opened in the door. "I'm a friend of Sam” the woman
said. The door was unbolted and the couple walked down the
stairs 1o where the kghts wera bright, the music was playing
and their drinks woera waiting.

Hampstend High Street and the United Svnagogue mav not
seem fo have much in common with the scene above. Yet like
the Speakeasy itzell, appearances can be deceptive. Speakeasy is
the name given to a new project launched a few months ago by
the United Symagogue Youth and Community Services (USYC
for short), 1t was aimed at helping with a problem that was
paiting a considerable emount of sttention,

The sceme was becoming guite familiar o the inhabitants
ol Edgware, Saturday nights and the forccourt of Edpwars
station would be full with young people. Teenagers with appar-
enlly nothing to do - and nowhere o go, Youngsiers who seemed
to hive more cash than they know what 1u"i-g|n with. Boys and
pirds, 5o It owas n:|:ru|.1::-;f in the always reliable Jewish Chronicle;
who were becoming involved with the Jdrugs scene.

The police appeared. Lubavitch arrived, the Board of Depu-
figs ingonspicuously were everywhere and soddenly Edpware was
i gquite the "in™ place anymore, Now it was Hampstead and
un Thuradavs too, People were travelling in from as far away
s HPord jusi to be there and be seon.

Eo the High Street would G, the car drivers would curse,
the local residents complained, the police distributed feaflzts
warning that there might be arrests for ohstruction and suddenfy
winter arrived and it was cold so everyone could forget about the
situation,

What was the problem, Mobody seemed terriblv sure. TISY
were sure of one thing. The problem was not the children, Thiy
were perfectly happy meeting cach other and spending time talk-
ing together. The people who seened (o be upset were the adult
community. The cry went out that these kids should have some-
where else to go. The resudents of Hampstead wondered why
they wore camping on their doorsteps and all wisked that the
Basys and gicls would go somewhere else and play. The voungsters
could have replied very simply — where?

Speakeasy sef out to tey and create a place wheore young
peaple could just drop in. find a coffee and some company, T
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wias mel just a question of opening up a Shul hall, since most of
these youngsters would not go envwhere near a Shul. As it
happens the place chosen wsed to be 4 Shul (my parents were
married there) but has since moved, The old Beghive Lane Syna-
gogue was unused, Iford s the largest Jewish community in
Europe. It seemed a good place o start,

The Speakeasy coffee shop is currently open on Sundays
from 7.30 poon until Jate and on Wednesdays from 4 pom. until
6,30 p.m. The search 15 on to find another centre in the Marth
West arca. The shop is opened by voung volunteers and counsel-
lors are always available of people have anvthing they wish to
talk about.

The coffec shop has atiracted interest but inevitahly some
of the Hampstead regulars are nof going to be interested, The
second approach Speakeasy uses 5 to po out to them. Peopls
haye been wandering arcund the same greas as the crowds, getting
to know the voung people, becoming familiar sightls there amd
being there of people want to talk. This approach is by far the
hardest and slowest but it has been used by individoals for g
couple of years and Speakeasy have integrated their experiise
info the project.

The final strategy used is in opening a telephong counselling
service, YVolunteers are at the end of a phone {202 1441 /2 bei
ween 4 pom, and 10 pom. on Sundays and from 5 poo. and B pom
on Mondays, If therz i nobody there, we have a 24 hour answer-
ing mechine that will take messages which we can return at the
next session,

A expected, this started sfowly but more and more calls are
being answered as people begin to hear abouot the service. They
range from the Mum phoning for her daughter about to come to
London who doesn’t know anybody, to far more serious prob-
lems. The phone line, as all the Speakeasy services, is aimed at
young people and absolute confidentiality is . puaraniesd,

The project bas been fortunate in receiving a lol of advice
from experts who have considerable experrence in these areas.
The volunteers are all put through a short training course on
counselling in general and a separate course for the particalar
area in which they will be mmvolved. Trained counsellors are
alwavs available to people at the coffes shop or phoning in,
Speakeasy s up and walking. More voluntecrs wounld be welcomie
{phone USYC on 202 7529 and we will start running and then
sprinting as more people start to hear of us. We will not stop
Eoung people wanting to spend fime af Edgware or Hampstead

ut we are providing somewhere for them to go and someone
for them to talk to.

Sam’s two friends stumbled upstairs back into the bhakery,
lighter in the head and lighter in the wallet, It had bean another
wonderful evening despite the cloak and dagoer start. They
both looked forward to a time when they could walk freely
info & club. A place where they would not have to worry
about being raided by the police. Somewhere they could relax
and know they were welcome

JOMNATHAMN M. MILLER
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ORGANISATIONS

fand addresses for mguiriss)

Hammersmith Synagogue Ladies Guild, Meets first Tuoesday
Evening in the month. Tel 606 4938

Hammersmith Friendshlp Clob. Enquiries (o Chairman, Mrs, N.
Guyer, 748 4797

Richmond & Thames Yalley Group of the Leapue of Jewish
Women. Enquirics to Chairman: Mrs, N, Guyer, 748 4797,

Kensington and Chelsea WIELEL.
Enqguiries to Han, Sec, Mri. Martha Tauber, 373 8417
or Mem, Sec Mre Ilge Tysh, 748 1620,

Board of Deputies Defence Deparfment, Western Region.
Enguiries to Mr. Moss Amias at the Synagogue Office.

Hommersmith and West Kessington DBranch of the MNorwood
Charity Trust. Representative: Miss J. Lichtblau, Tel. 995 7279
2| Meadow Croft, Brooks Road, Chiswick, W.4.
Assncialion of Jewish Ex-Service Men amd Women (Hammersmith
& District Branch). Enguiries: Mr. P. Lamb, 19 Denghurst
Gardens, Richmond, Surrey. 878 1080,

Jewish Youth Study Groups — West Lomdon Braoch.
Enquiries: Mr, Bobby Hill, 387 261,
Hammersmith and West Kensington Combined Charities Fond.

All correspondence to Hon. Seéc.: A 5. Bankowver, Fsg,
1 Alhany, Alexandra Grove, N. Finch,, N12 NN 446 0022

ARE YOU MAKING A SIMCHAT
OUR SYNAGOGUE HALL
IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

RECENTLY RE-DECORATED —

REASONABLE CHARGE
Apply 1o Synagogue Secretary,
Mr. 8. Faintight,

Tel 602 1405
Sundayz 10 - 12.30







