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EToRIAL

MR. JOHN SHAFTESLEY

For the frst bme lor many years our Magazine has been
compiled by others than our Honorary Editor, Mr, John Shaftesbey
OBE., BA. F.RS A, Aflter a very long association Mr, Shufies-
ley has felt compelled to relinquish his post owing to family
commitments, I was 2 preal plessure 10 see him  rocently,
together with Mrs. Shafteslev, at the Annual Prize Disiribuiion
where they were our guests of honoor. A full report appears in
(T pRfSS.

br. Shaliesky has enjoved a most distinguished career,
attaining great eminence in the world of the Press, justly recognis-
cd by a high decoration. He has alwiays been a great help to our
Committee in every possible way, and the pages of the “Brook"
have often been enlivencd by his anonymous contributions hoth
witty and serious. We offer our grateful thanks to him, dnd wish
both Mrs, Shafresiey and him well in the future.

For the present we hope our members and friends will conti-
nue (o suppor our Magazine with their literary and financial con-
tributions.

BRIDEGROOMS OF THE LAW

This year the Chasan Torah wall be Mr. M. A. Amias and
the Chasan Bereshis will be Councillor Sidney Grose, who s the
Mavor of Richmond-upon-Thames.

Mr. Amias has been an Honorary Clicer of our Synagopuc
for many years, and for nearly forty years has been a member of
the Council of the United Symagogue. Since moving to this commu-
nliy from the Mew Svoagogue, where he was alsn a Warden, he
has been o constant sounce of inspiration and encouragement in
our communal activities, His lively humour has heen a great delight
st all Functions including the Annual Beception. However, he has
most conscientiously taken on heavy duties on the Board of
Deputizs where he, as Viee Chairmun of the Defence Committes,
is untiringly active in this importand and indeed vital work, He s
# never failing support to his colleagees, the Minister, the Board of
Management and the Secretary, and we are delighted that he s to
be a puest rather than an official at our Reception. We congratulate
Mr. and Mrs. Amas on having ansined their Golden Wedding
Anniversary some two years ago. and wish them good health and
happiness for the futire.

Councillor Sidney Cirose is & devoted member of our congrega-
tion und has served for many years as a Representative at the
United Synagogue Council, He is very active in local affairs and =
g member of the Council of Richmond upon Thames, being electoed

conntimed o nexl page
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BRIDEGROOMS OF THE LAW—cantinued frow previous pace

Chairmian of both the Flanning and General Purposes Commuttess.
His work has been recognised in his being chosen as Mayor of
Richmond upon Thames in the vear of Her Majesty™s Silver Jubabes.
His two sons were both Barmitzvah in our Synagogue, Mrs. Grose
has always supported him in all his activities, and made il possible
foor him Lo pursue his many inierests,

~ Qur best wishes are extended to Mr. and Mrs Amias and
Councillor and Mrs, Grose and their families,

MIN I SERMON

WHAT ARE WE BUILDING?

Oace there was o contractor whe bad employed the same
carpenter for many years. One day he approached the carpenter
and said. “Every time you have built a bouse for me, I have given
vou a plan in advance. This time, [ would like yvou 1o baild a
house for me on this empy site any way you wish™. The artisan,
desiring 0 be finished as soon as possible,  was careless and
shoddy : the lfoundation was weak, the walls slightly crooked,
mitils were left out; in o few years the house would undoubtedly
begin to sag. On the the day e was  finished, the contractor
walked up to the carpenter with the kev to the front door in his
hand and said, “T have always wanled 10 give vou & home as a
gift; sioge you built this home the way vou  wanted, il now
belongs to yow.” He handed kim the kev and lefi.

Man, sccording to Jewish concept. is distinguished from all
other creatures in that he himselfl 1% a participant in the acts of
crealion

The prerogative is given him to build his own character, 1o
develop his ethical personality, to prove his potentialities.  The
choice % his, but it 35 well 10 remember that that choice is given
him by God. He can choose life or death, good or evil, con-
struction oF desireciion

The Rabhis in the Midrash tell us that the Torah was in
exislence before the world was created. This holds two truihs
for us. First, that before creation takes place, there must be a
clear formulavion of general principles according 1o which the
work of construction is to proceed. To build blindly is to baild
unsuccessfully. Second, that our principles muost he ethical and
spiritual. The work of construction must be based on the eternal
precepds of the Torah, Otherwise our efforts could lead only 1o
disaster,

Rosh Hashanah speaks of life and creation—a new lile, new
hope, new aspiralions and new undertakimgs. It challenoes us to
become creative—to build something of lasting value of which
wi ourselves can be justly proud,

5. VEeMmim
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Mr. & Mrs.

JOE GODFREY

Wivhing all our relatives, friends
it meshers of e cowgresdaiion

A HAPPY AN PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
AND WELL OOWVER THE FAST

NEW YEAR GREETIMNGS

The Hon. Officers and Board of Management extend their
compliments and Best Wishes for & Happy Mew Year 1o all Mem-
bers of the Congregation snd their Famlies,

The Reverend and Mrs 5 Venitt and Family wish to convey
their sincere wishes for o Happy and Prosperous New Year 1o the
Honorary Officers, 1o the Board of Munagement, relatives, friends,
iwnd members of the Synapoouse,

Hella and Shmuel Forscher and Family wish to convey 1o the
Congregation their warmest wishes for a Happy and Peacelul New
Yoear, and would like them to know that their address in Hendon
i5 7 King's Close, M.W.4.; Tel, 203 1163,

Miss Reing  Longhorn wishes o convey her most cordial
wishes to the Congregution for o Happy and Healthy New Year.

Mr. and Mrs. F. Howard send their compliments to all the
Congregation,

Sincercst good wishes for the MNew Year are extended o the
Mimisters, Honorary Officers, the Board of Mansgement. and afl
congregants, relatives and friends by

Mr. & Mrs, Saumuel Abrabamson and Famlv, 15 Hammer-

smith Broadway, W6,

Mr, & Mrs, Moss Amias, 38 Barons Keep, W14

Mr. & Mrs. M, Anpelus. 9% Addison Gardens, W, 14,

bir. & Mrs. David Arram, Adrienne and Ravmond, 7 Blen-

heim Road, W.d.
Mr. & Mrs. A 5 Bankower and Family, 47 Emlyn Booad, W.12
Mrs. Vera Barsky, 1 Palace Mansions, London, W, 14
Mrs Ecca Bash, 60 Fuz-George Avenue, W.l4
Mr., & Mrs. H. Baves and Family, Quickswood, MW.3.
Mr, & Mrs, ). Beim, “Tara”, Coombe Ridings, Kingston Hill,
Surrey

Dr. & Mrs, 5 Benesi, 101 Cocksot Road, Lewes, Sussex
BT 1TH

Rebecca  and Basil Benzimra and  Family, "Wickencen™.
Humpton Court Road, East Molesey, Surrey

Mrs, Bita Berg & Family, | West Kensington Mansions, W, 14

Mr. & Mrs. I Bondt and Steven, 3a Ayvimer Road, N2

Jack & Mary Bossick, 87 Park Avenue North, NW, 10

Joy and Jeffery Brand, 73 Barons Keep, W.14

Mr. & Mrs H. Brandon, 22 Raffles House, Brampton Grove,

MW

Surnh, Joe & Ray Canter. 13 Lena Gardens Hammersmith Woa

Mrs Jeanie Caplan, 255 Latymer Courl, W,

D, & Mrg M. I Caplan and Family, 54 South Parade. Bed-

ford Park, W4,

Janet & John Clark, 3 Kingfisher Way, Bournville,

Birmingham

conginued o pext pave




NEW YEAR GREETINGS - continned from pape 5

Miriam & Robert Clark, 46 Lynton Road, Acton, W3 SHP

Mrs, Rose Cohen, 91 Brook Green, Hummersmith, W6

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Colling, 20 Hamiet Court, London, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cowan, 32 Bloemfontein Road, W.12

Roger & Bianca Cuoris, Kinross, 13 Coombe Lane West,
Eingston-on-Thames, Surrey

Mr=, 5. Cuiler, 288 Latymer Court, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Bermmard Davis, 183 Palace  Mansions, W,
Kensington, W.14

Mrd Mrs 5. DeVrics ond Family, 52 Arunde] Mansions,
Arunde]l Terrace, Barnes, London, 5.W.13

Rosaly & George Evnine and Familv, 120 Cakwood Courr,
Londom, W.14

Dr & Mrs. A M. Filer. 3 Shepherds Bush Road, W6

Dr. & Mrs, David Filer amd  Daughters, Warwick  Lodpe,

Warwick Dene, W5,

Paaline & Joseph Finkleman and Children, 2%1a High Road,
Chiswick, W .4

Mra. Rebecea Fox and Family, 3 Monckion Count, Addison
Foad, W.14

Joan and Manny Franks and Family. 54 Borons Keep, W.14

Dr. & Mrs. L. Freeman, 20 The Dirive, Golders Green, N.W.11

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gold and Family, 111 Barons Keep,
Barons Court, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. George Green, 19 Ashfield Road, Acton, W3

Mr. & Mrs Harry Gold & Mrs Ada Hayman, 30 Emlyn Road,
Wiz

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Gordon, 25 Stafford Court. Kensington,
Wi TDL

MJ;‘II&FTH Manfred 5. Gorvy & Family, 74 Woodsford Square.

Councillor & Mrs Sidney Grose and Family, Berkeley House,
10 Berkeley Paooad, SW.13

Dr. & Mrs E. D Gross, 25 Corringway, London, W5 3AR

MT';\"& Mrs. E. Harris, 97 Watchfield Court, Sutton Court Road.

A

Mrs, 1. Harris (Choristery, 84 Western Avenue, Acton, Wi,

Mr. & Mrs. M. Hinth, 34 Grevstoke Park Terrace, Western
Avenue, 'W.5,

Dr. & Mrs. Cyril Hodes, Angelu and Philip. 1 Ashchurch
Terruce, W2

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Hodes and Family, 7 Oakwood Court,
Kensington, W.14

\E;"\r;l!m & Monty Tseacson, Bhinn & Muark, 8 Rosedew Road,

Mrs. Minna Katits-Springer and Granddavghter. 8 Bolingbroke
Road, W.14

corrlinteed on next page

NEW YEAR GREETINGS—contiviied from page &

Adelaide and Juck Langdon, 07 Perrvn Road, W3 TLT

Mr. & Mrs, Godirey Levy and Family, 44 Fitzjames Avenuoe.
London. W.14

Mr. & M. H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk Road, W.12

Heitie and Leslic Levy. 46 Kaffles House, Bramplon Grove,
MW .4,

Maomi & Philip Lewis & Family, 14 Modrid Road, 5,12

Miss Julie Lichtblau. 56 Fraser House, Brentford, Middx.

Diemise  and Melvyn Lux, Danielle and Colletie, &2 Traps
Lane, Coombe Hill, Surrey

Mrs, Lily Lux, 87 Nornth End House, 'W.14

Sally and Alfred Mark, 2 Anne Mount, Madeley Road, W.5

Pamela, Malcolm and Samantha Mark. 46 Audley Road, W.5,

Mr. & Mrs. 1. Miller & Son, 16 Samuel Richardson House,
Morth End Cres., W.14

Mr. & Mrs. Ho Mirwiich and  Family. 11 South  Side,
Stamford Brook, We OXY

Mr. & Mrs. B Morns, 115 Barons Keep, W, 14

Misz Rose Morris, 12 Tor Court, Sheffic]ld Terrace, Kensinglon,
WH AHX

D, & Mrs, 0, Moses, 32 Wolverton Gardens, W6

Mrs. Mive Maschauer, 249 Latvmer Court, W.a

W& Mra O, A, Mewhicld & Norma, 52 East Acton Lane, W.3

Mr. & Mrs. Joo Misper and Family, 27 Thoratres Courd,
Parkview Road, Erling, W.5

David and Doreen Ohavon and Family, Orchard Close, Vine
Rowd, 5.W.13

Mrs. Rose Parker and Family, 36 Brook Gresn, Hummersmith,
W.h

Mr. & Mrs 5. Perbohner, 121 Casiclnau, London, SWI13 9EL

Mr. & Mrz Alfred Phillips and Family, Flat 11, Bridge
Avenue Mansions, W6

Mrs. Beatrice Rose (12a Kensingion Hall Gardens, W.14

Mr. & Mrs Alfred Rosen, 35 Clavering Avenue, 5.%.13

Adfred and Mrs. D Sacks, 18 Heatheroft, Ealing, W.5

Ann and Richard Sampson, 66 Stamford Couor, Stamford
Brook, London, W.a

Mrs. M. Samuels, 258 Latyvmer Court, Wb

Mr. & Mrs H. Sharpe, 55 North End House, W14

Lewis and Minnie Shooman and Family, 10 Tudor Coort,
Ciunnersbury Avenue, Ealing, W5 dHO

M. Amita Simmonds and John, 14 Cecil Close, Mouni
Avenue, Euling, W.5

Mr. & Mrs, M. Sogan, 7 Fairburm Court, 51, Tohn's Aveinue,
Putney, 5W15 ZAU

D, & Mrs, E. Sommer and Family, 2} Chesterfield Road, W.4

condinued o Hext e




NEW YEAR GREETINGS  continued from poage 7

Leslie, Evelyn and Ruth Sommer. 14 Lillian Avenue, London.

W3

D, & Mrs. ). Spira, 3% Oakwood Court, London, W, 14

Mrs, Elsa Sterndler. 7 Glenallan House, North End Creaceni,
Wi4 ETF

Mrs. 5. Tesler, 839 Watchfield Cour, Chiswick, W.4

Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Topper, 41 Rockley Court, Rockley Road,
Wol4

Lily and Alfred Turner, 14 Laburnum Court. Dennis Lane,
Sanmore

D, & Mrs. F. 8. Twsh and Tan, 58 Prebend Gardens, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. L. Veiner, 73 Stafford Courl, W8

Mr. & Mrs. David Velleman and Family, 88 Howberry Road,
Edgware, Middlesex

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wender, 50 Heathfield Court Chiswick. W .4

Mr. & Mrs, Sidney Williams ard Family, 23 Westmoreland
Road, 5.W.13

Benjamin and Elizabeth de Winter and Family, 109 Oakwood
Court, W.14

Dr. & Mrs. John Woolich, Anthony and Richard, | Morth
End House, W.14

Mh‘l. Yoffey and Miss Fiona Yodfev, 139 Nodh End House,

4

THE LADIES' GUILD IN JUBILEE YEAR

- Ower the past 25 years the Ladies Guild activities have not
diminished at all. In the 1952 edition of ‘THE BROOK' the
Ladies” Guild Report by the lite Helene Wunbergen, reads wery
much as today.

This year the Succah was once again beavtifully decorated,
#s was the Synagogue at Shavuoth with the “Sponsored Plants'
by our members.

The Simchat Torah Reccption catered by the Guild was
once again i greal spooess. The Parcels were made and delivered
i the Mental Hospital as usual.

We have had A Bring & Buy Sherry Moming, and A Bring
and Buy Coffec Morning. The proceeds were £290.71.

1977 Geranium Day for the Blind totalled £220-56. Our
grateful thanks 10 the small band of helpers this year,

As always we are most anxious o hive new members 10

keep our Flag Flying, not onlv in Jubilee Year but for all future
years.

REneces Fox

How, Secretory

ANNUAL REPORT 1976-77/5736-37

The past year has been one of steady progress. The most im-
portant task has been that of leaming to adjust to the retirement
(fully documented in the last number of The Brook) of the Rev.
5. Forscher, now Emeritus Reader of the Hammersmith and 'West
Kensington Synagopue. We are pleased 1o record that we have con-
titued to enjoy the expected goodwill of the congregation and
the willing co-operation of Rev. 5. Venitt B.A. and Mrs. Venitt
in the management of Synagogue affairs throughout the vear.

Rev, Venitt beads the congregation in praver with true feeling
and humility; nevertheless the task of taking the emtire =ervice
every Shabbos and Yomtov, including the Reading of the Law,
i5 an onerous one, However, some support has been forthecoming
in that already it has been found possible to have the entire Ser-
vice conducted by  volunteers from the congregation, in the
absence of our Minister on a Shabbos. It is no disrespect to Rev.
Venitt to say that these vecasions were enjoyed by both partici-
paniz and congregunts alike,

The High Holydays are o different problem, and monisterial
assistance 15 a vital necessity, On last Rosh Hashana snd Yom
Kippur we were most  foriunate to obiain falbeil at the lasi
momenth the aid of Mr. Jeremy Wallach, and the same arrange-
ments have already been concluded for the coming vear.

The Synapogue Classes connmue o meet regularly, staffed
by Rev. 5. Venitt B.A., Mrs. 5. Venitt and Mr. M. Venitt. Regu-
lar inspections by the London Board have taken place thronghow
the year on Sundeys and weekdays, and high tribute has been
paid (o the Wenitt family for their devoted work in this field,

The Annual Prizegiving was held in July, the Guests of
Honour being Mr. und Mrs, Sidney  Williams  Mrs. Williams
delivered & heartfelt and imspiring address, which was printed in
the last number of The Brook,

A most successiul Chunucah Service, conducted by the pupils,
wits held. followed by the useal reception for parents and friends
at which a choir formed of members of the classes provided the
enfertainment.

It is by the enthusinstic members  of the House Committes,
under the untiring chairmanship of Mr. Jack Langdon, that the
hardest practical work for the benefit of the Synapogue is under-
taken, The Committee is continually concerned (o see that,
within our local jurisdiction, the fabric of the Synagogue build-
ings and their contents are preserved to the best of our physical
and financial powers. Repairs 10 the Succah will be undertaken
shortly and to Sefer Torah covers, and efforts are being put in
hand to encosrage more Frequent letting of the Hall,

cortinted on eXT pese




ANNUAL REPORT —continned fram page 9

For 1976, as anticipated, our financial deficit was - signifi-
cuntly reduced 10 £386.73. For the year ial income was £16519.59
and expenditure £16906.32, Even s0. in common with all
United Synagogue a levy of £5.50 has had to be imposed on all
male members. It is [ully appreciated that this places a burden on
many members of our congregation. Om the other hand, there is
no way in which our small community can be protected from
rising costs which affect the country as a whole, and the benefits,
direct und indirect, which we hope to derive from positively
ilentifving oorselves with the congregation will not be forthcoming
unless we ourselves contribute towards them in every possibie
iRy

The Guests of Honcur at the Annual Reception were the
Chasan Torah and Chasan Bereshis—Mr. Michae]l Cotler and M.
Melvyn Lux, topether with theic respective wives. Certificates
marking their having been called to the Law were presented to
the Chasanim by the Honorary Officers, and all those prescnl
emoved a lively and cheéerful social oceasion.

The Ladies’ Guild, under the chairmanship of Mrs. 5. Venitl.
have met reguiurly throughout the vear und continued their charita-
he and social activities. In particular, in %0 far as the Synagorue
directly is concerned, the Guild has two representatives  who
attend all meetings of the Beard of Mansgement and House Com-
mitiee thus providing effective linison between the Guild and the

We are very pleased thut members of our congregation [orm
the nuclews of the local LLA, Commitiee, of which Mr. Bernard
Privis and Dr, M. D. Caplan are Chairman and Treasurer,

Eight members from our Synagogue participated fully in the
Movember 1976 Mission and Conference in Jerusabem, and return-
cd full of renewed enthusiazm o continug the vital work of aid
fror Tagacl.

The Kol Midre Appesl rmised over £3000 and the 1977
Appeal, which for our community began with a visit and excellem
address by Mr. Adam Kahon, has wpped £16,000 and is not yel
completed, These figures represent a S50 per ocent incresse over
[975/Th.

The thonks of the endire congregation are due to Hev, 5.
Venitt B.A. and Mrs Venitt for their thoughtful and hard work
throughout the vewr.

Miss R, Longhorn, the Synagogue Secrelary. is always avail-
able 10 give sympathetic puidance and understanding advice on
all aspects of Synagogue membership, but it is the Honorary Off-
vers who are most aware of her devoted and tirckess work In ensur-
ing the administrative smooth running of our Synagogue.

continned o nexl hersn
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Tie Choor, of Mrs., J. Harris and Miss Longhorn, conlinee
o enhance the pleasure of our services and delight our visitors.

We record our appreciation of the always cheerful anitude
of Mr. P. Howard, our able caretaker, and offer 1o him and to
Mrs, Howard sincere congratulations on the recent occasion of
their daughter’s marriage,

A relatively rare occurrence in owur Symagogue aflairs is o
change of Honorary Officers, bul this 15 one of the ways we are
celebrating HLM. the Queen's Jubilee, Mr. Jeffery Brand. afier
many years as Warden, is nol standing for the office this year,
although he hopes to continue to be involved in Synagogue affairs.
Our new Honorary Odficer will be Mr. David Arram, and the
present H.O lake the lead in wishing him dand his family) a
hearly mazzeltov on iaking office. We feel sure he will enjoy the
confidence of our Minister, our  colleagues on the Board of
Managemend, the Council and the Board of Deputies, as well as
that of afl the members of the congregation,

M., A Asias

J. Brawn
M. DEVRIES
o Offcers

Gifts for the Succah

Thee Sucealh will be ready for decordting on Sunday and Mon-
day. 25th and 26ih September,

Gifts of flowers. foliage, wine. erc., will be gratelully accepled.
il=a donation towands the purchase of cakes.

It will be greatly wppreciaied if member could send their pilis
on those days berween 10 am. and | pono

Offerings from all members of the Congregation will help 1o
make the Suceah celebrations worthy of this festival, and emuleie
the wonderful eflort made lest vear,

Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN

wishh the Minisers
o e fricody
ol e Hevvmersivith & West Kensinglon Svaaeagie

o very Mappy New Yeur




SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

WEDDINGS
The [ollowing marmuges were solemmsed at the Synugopue

during the course of {he year:

Ronald Frunk MILLET to Katherine Anne UNGAR.
Thomas David PRINTON o Valerie loyvee SCHAYEK,
Dravid Eric KRANTZ to Lamine SELMAN.

Adam Jeffery DORAN 1o Susan Michelle LEA.

Lavrence Ellioit HARRIS to Susan Roberta KING.

BARMITZVAHS

Amoe GELR

Brent GORVY

To those above, apd woall members and ther families who

had celebrations during the vear. we extend warmesi felicitations,

NEW MEMBERS

We extend s welcome (o the following new members, who

Mr. & Mrs. M. Addisman
Miss 5. Barnet]

Mr. & Mrs. 5. Bennel
Miss P, Cohen

Mr. & Mrs, 5. Daniels
Mr. & Mrs. H. Drwar
Mrs, B Flach

Mrs. A Foodman

Mr. & Mrs, 1. Gaffin
Mr, & Mrs, H. Gold
Mrs. Goldsmith

Mr. & Mrs, E. Harris
Mrs. B, Havman

Mr. & Mrs, Herman

Mr. & Mrs, M. Kingsley
Mr. I Lewis

jeined the Synagogue during the past year:

flra. 1. Lewis

Mrs. K. Lee

Mir. & Mrs. G. Leisner
Mrs. E. Mavne

Mlr. & Mrs. [ Nyman
Mr. & Mrs. A Bandall
Mr. W. Reed

rr. & Mrs, M, Singer
Mir. B A Sacks

Mrs, F. Segal

bdrs. R. Sterm

Mr. & Mrs. D Saunders
Mlrs. 5. Tesler

Mrs. F. Turner

Mrs, 5, Defnies

ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

The annual Prize Distribution was beld on Sunday 17th Tuly
E977. Prior io the commencement, all present were provided with
relreshments prepared by members of the Ladies' Guild.

Mr. ). Brand, who was in the Choir, welcomed our Guoests of
Howour, Mr. I, M. Shaftesley, O.B.E. and Mrs. Shafiestey, parenis,
pupils and friends, and exicnded a specia]l welcome o Councillor
and Mrs, 5, Grose, the Mavor and Mayoress of Richmond-upon-
Thames,

A bougiet was prsented o Mrs, Shafiesley by Julie Chavon.

The Superintendent of the Classes, the Rev. YVemitt, gave his
Annual Beport, Despite the decrease in the number of popils, pro-
gress generally had been maintained and the standard continued to
b high. A very happy atmosphere prevaiked. Owing 1o the drop in
numbers, the classes were now held on Sunday morning and Thurs-
day evening only. It was hoped bowever that should there be an
increase in attendances, it would be possible to peinstate the Tues-
day evening class. The Jewish Child’s Day collection reached this
vear a record of £47.50. Special Children's Services had again been
held on Rosh Hashane and Yom Kippur: o most enjoyable Purim
Fancy Dress Party was  arranged, and  the pupils  conducted a
Chanukah service which was enjoved by all. A Bat Chavil service
wits held on Sunday 1th Tuly, one pupil having passed the Lon-
don Board Examinotion and two others a similur local one. The
Rev. Mr. Venitt thanked the Chairman aml Classes Commitics for
their continued support and the donors of the memorial prizes for
their zifis,

Mr. Shaftesley in his address said how pleased he and Mrs.
Shaftesley were to be inviled o present the prizes. Having becn
closely connecled with the Sypagopue over the past fen vears in
his capacity as Honorary Editor of the Brook, he hod made many
(ricnds amongst the members of the congregation.  His whale life
had been spent with journalists and wrilers and he was delighted
to see such a wonderful array of books being given as prizes.
He was sure that the reciprentz would have many pleasant hours
reading them. The Chairman then thanked Mr. Shaltesley for
his remarks and invited Mrs Shafiesley to present the prizes.

Ao ovote of thanks was proposed by Mr. T Arcam 1o Mr &
Mrs. Shoftesley for honouring us by their presence and to Mz
Shafiesley  for  the delightful way she had presented  the
prizes to the pupils. Thanks were also due to the Hon. Superin-
tendent and teachers for their constant effonls for the children.
The happy family aimosphere of the classes was in no small
way due fo the Venitn family, Rev. and Mres, Venitt and their
son Malcolm, who were the very able teachers, Mr. Arram also
expressed very specinl thanks o Councillor and Mrs. 8. Grose
(Mavor and Mayoress of Richmond) for being with us, and 1o

continned on Bext page
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ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBU TN —continged frow page £3

the members of the Ladies” Guild amd Parenis’ Association Tor
providing the refreshments,

A presentation was made on behall of the parcnts and
pupils 1o Mrs. Venitt to which she replied cxpressing her surprise
and gratipede,

A

THE BARMITZVAH BOY

by Dlenise gad Jolin Woalwich

With what excitement we greeted the armval of our ficst clulid,
a son. With what a thrill ftwo vears later did we welcome the birth
oof ouer second ohild, another son,

How guickly the vears passed by, amd belore long. Hebrew
Classes were a regular feature in their young lives. With what
pleasure did we Listen 1o them both as they recounted to us afl they
were learning, and with what pride did 1 accompany our eldest son
to his Barmilzvah test. He had practised luving Tefilling transla-
tion, learning Jewish history and reciting the Sidra, Maftir and
Haphtorah. How we all hoped he would pass. However, after a
shorl period of ume. which did oot seem so zhort in actoal fact, 1
was asked to enter the Examination room at Woburn House, and
with my heart beating loudly and quickly, was duly congratulated
by the Examiner. With what a thrill did my son clutch his precious
Cerlificate ol the way home in the tube, and how thrilled the
Grandparents were, when we rang them up to tell them the good
NEws.

With what jov did we boy our boys new coppels, tallisim, nvy
suits and shoes in readiness for the Great Dray,

The thirteen vears of preparation for this wonderful day foomd
the four of us one bright October morning, two yéars ago. briskly
walking to Synagogue 1o grect our family, fricnds and relatives
who had come from as for as the United States of America o wit-
ness the first Barmitzvah in the Family.

With what pride and humility dsd my husband and T waich
this ancient ceremony  and how grateful we were that we  were
surrounded by our nearest and dearest on thiz day of all davs

Soon, 11 will Be the turn of our second son to be Bar Mitzvah,
and the excitement of his prepamation s already  with ws, Every-
thing stops when e wants 10 try ol & new passage, and he seams
tor grow taller and more grown-up as cach week foshes by,

Haommersmith Synagogee  will shortly be the scene of both
splemnity and festivity ns. onoe again, a Barmitzvah boy proudly
mounts the red-carpoted steps 1o sing his Portion. With what joy
and cmotion will we listen 1o him and watch him,
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK

I was in the Shul ofice one morning when an elderly man
cime in o make enqguiries aboul membership. 1 gave him details of
the various rates from which he could choose, and as he had never
been @ member of & United Synagogue and was over [orly years of
age, I explained that he would be required 1o pay a “Capital Entry
Fee” to the Funcral Expenses Scheme which was based on actual
age and, in his case, would come to something over £100. He was
p trifle taken aback by this and T pointed out that he bad reached
this point without ever having paid for membership and. if he wish-
ed to be buried {when the time came) o2 United Synogogue ceme-
tery the cost for a non-member would be very much greater. The
gentleman said nothing for a long moment, and 1 could see that
his mind was working furiously. Finally he said “Cost of
burial %0 mech?” “Yes”— then “Right™ he said “then I've got 1w
live another five vears and T will have soved money by mof becom-
mg a member, Thank you very much” and off he went and | never
sef eves on him again.  That was two vears ago and having no
knowledge of “form” ie. his family history of longevity or the
state af his own health, 1 have not been able to work out the odds
against him achieving his goal, but T would dearly like to know
whether there still exists a gentleman, now in his eighties, determin-
ed to survive another three vears, and I do hope that he has allowed
for inflation in his plans otherwise he may find that he has nol
beaten the system at all!

This was one of the moere hilarious moments in the life of a
Svnapngue Secretary. In any job in which one come into contact
with the “public™ one is apt to find that laughter and tears, jov and
sorrow. are never far apart. On the same day that T met the gentle-
man referred 1o above, 1 had a telephone call from the wife of one
of our members who had dropped out of sight for soame Lime and
whom T had been trying to get in touch with, What she had to tell
me was so distressing 1hat in the end we were both crving.

The work of a Shul Secretary 18 varied and intercsting. Prima-
rily. the duties of office are 1o carry out the directives of the United
Synagogue, as relayed by Head Office at Woburn House, to main-
tain accounts and other records and o supply regular financial and
statistical reterns. All this, of course, is necessary in order to enable
Haimmersmith 1o fake its part as one of the Constitueent Synagogues
of the United Svnagopus.

At a local level the mam function is to be available to mem-
hers direct and. wnder guidance [rom the Honorary Officers, to
serve the inferesis of both Synagogus and members to the bast
advantage. It may well be that in some communities one may find
Honorary Officers who are not particularly sensitive to the delicate
sitgations which can arise in ceram  circumslances, but 1 am
happy 10 say that the Honorary Officers at Hammersmith have
alwavs listened sympaihetically to any representations which T, on

corintied o Hexl page
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK—coutinned Jre pope 13

behall of a2 member, have made from time to time and no suggest-
Ion a5 10 concessions has ever met with ootright refusal.

Omne of the happicst events that can occur is when one makes o
“booking™ for a wedding at the Svnagogue, Alas. with our particu-
lar community including few young people. wedding are not so
numerous 4§ one could wish, but perhaps that enables all the Shul
officials, [rom the Minister down. Lo regard cach marrisge that does
take place almost as a personal Simcha,

O course.weddings, Barmitzvah and Batmiteval celebritions
are only the bright side of the picture, at the Shul Sccrelary is
also invelved to a certwin extent, in the personal sorrows of mem-
bers in illness or bereavement. T sometimes wonder whether i
would not be betier to have no actual connection with the Shol at
which one works, as the joy with which one congratulates a mem-
ber om, say, the birth of a grandchild. docs not outweigh the feeling
which overwhelms one when having to write a letter of condolence,
However, T tell myself that being a member of Hammersmith Syna-
gogue does mean that I can meet other members on common
ground, and 1 can understand any complaint and enter any dis-
cussion with a knowledge of local affairs that must help towards
amicable relations.

And so, (o end on o lighter note, here is the tale of the South
American Widow. She came into my office one Sunday last sum-
mer and spent nearly two hours telling me her story. She had
come from Montevideo to be near her elder son who was i believe)
a doctor, and had brought her younger son with her. Mother and
son were living in Kensington, She mformed me that it was her
dearest wish to get married again, and asked if there were any eligi-
ble men in the Hammersmith community, giving me at the same
time a fairly detailed resume of her history and financial circum-
stances. T had to explain, regretfully, that it was no part of the
Secrelary’s function 10 act as Shadchan and eventually the conver-
sution changed subject 1o that of & school for ber son. 1 said thai 1
knew little of schools bevond Kensington but if one on this side
would be suitable there was St Paul’s at Barnes or Latymer at
Ravenscourt Park and, as it was on the direct 27 bus route from
where they were staying, suggested that Latymer might be preferred.
She then asked how long it would take for the journey and when 1
said “Ahoul 200 minutes™ she cried “But e couldn’ possibly o
all that leng way by himseli”. The bov was just under cighteen
vears of age!! However, she was a beautiful woman so, on second
thoughts, if there is anv eligible man in the communily who would
nod object (o a littke voluhbility and a stepson who is a bit of a mally-
coddle perhaps it is not too late,,.....!
_ By the way—did you know that the Shul is haunicd? But that
15 vel another story

BAT MITZVAH CEREMONY 1977

This year we have again been wvery [ortunale [0 join in
celebrating a Bat Mitzvah ceremony o mark the completion of
studies undertaken by two young pupils of the Classes, Danielle
Lux and Julie Ohayon.

In the afternoon of Sunday July 10th a special service was
held in the Synapogue during which the girls read Psalms and a
But Mitzvah Prayer. It was a particularly happy occasion setend-
ed by a large  congrepation of members and friends. An address
to Duniclle and Julic was given by Rev. Venill, who emphasised
the fundamental impodance o our entire Jewish existence of (he
commandment “And you shall teach them diligently to your
children"”. This placed on every Jew the duty not only 1o study the
Torah himself but to see that his children and grandchildren were
also made familiar with all the teachings of our Law. A parent's
duly extended to his daughters, although the obligations imposed
on women in education were not so heavy as those placed on men
However, the difference in the duties of the sexes in Jewish Law
15 derived Trom the difference beiween their matural characteristics
und there is no guestion of inferiority or superiorty in this dis-
tinction

Rev. Wenitt congratulated the girls on the dignity they had
shown in reading prayers and Psalms during the service, and the
success  they  had achieved in their examinations in  Jewish
knowledpe and practice, which had involved a wide range of
study. Their parents, he said. had given them every support amd

encouragement. He concluded by expressing the hope that the
girls would always remember the occasion as a constant source
of inspiration for the future.

At the conclusion of the service there was a Reception in the
Synagopue Hall. Mr. DeVries conveved the best wishes of the
Honorary Officers, Board of Managemeni and Classes 1o Dranselle
amd Julie, Mr. Mclvyn Loz, on behall of both families thanked
Rev. Venitl for his address and the help both he and Mrs, Venin
had given in every possible way in the girls' studies which had
been successfully shown in their resulis.

The happy atmosphere of the service and cclebragions was
truly festive and it is hoped that we may be able to join in similar
oceasions in the future.




SEEING IS BELIEVING

IT ever you have the opportunity o join & JIA Mission 1o
Isruel—take it, that is if you've got the health and strength?! I will
be an experience like no ofher —and one you will never !E:‘Bﬂ.
Last Movember, we were privifeged io be among the four hundred
pecple from all over the Linied Kingdom—an E1 Al Jumbo plang-
ful-—who were attending the JA Leadership Conference Mission
in Jerusalem.

We hud visited Isracl several times before, bul never on a Mis-
sion, We sw the country and s people moa different way; we
visited places which civilians had never before been allowed 1o
visil; and we were addressed by the countrys leaders including the
Prime Minister (Mr BEahind and the Minister of Defence (Mr. Peres).

The novelly and  emthusism had  begun even  before we
assembled at the Heathrow Hotell and our excitement mounted as
the members of the group mal each other over coffes. The zpecial
arrangements for the whole week were sct by our being faken
directly from the hotel 1o our plane.

After a perfect flight, we landed ar Ben Gurion Adrport in the
evening, Drown up on the tarmac were our cosches and in con-
voy we drove along  the historic, moonlic highway 0 oer hotel in
Jerusalem. I was o particularly moving moment when the convoy
halted at the entrance to the City o recite Shehechevanu, Adfter
heing weleomed with food and drink., specches and instructions, we
;c'ughl our luggage,, found our room. and went (o slecp ot about

.1,

The following morming. we had breakiast and were travelling
through Jerusulem at 6.30 a.m. and on to the scenic desert poad o
the Dead Sea and Massada, Jervsalem in the moroing light has its
own special beauty. At the Dead Sca, the Hills of Moab were very
clear, the sky blue, amd the westher sunny and hot.

Thus was the seal st for the rest of the Mission,

Of course. everyvone must have his own special memories and
choice of what was most cutstanding, For us, there were in particu-
lar three highspots and threg outstandingly moving occasions,

The first highspot was fving over the desert and down the
Gulf of Eilat to the Straits of Tiran, where we saw and thus
appreciated the vital strategic wmportance of controlling the Tstand
of Tiran. From the air, the desert looks like moon-scenery. and
the clumps of scrub like [ootprints on o plain. In complele contrasi
is the busiling noisy airport bailding at Ophira. A1 9005 a.m, 10 was
afready very hot bat hreery,

We were driven 10 the naval base al Sharm-el-Sheik. and
accompanicd by young, smiling,  enthusiastic  members of the
Mavv—men and women—thoroughly enpoved o bewatiful howr —
tomg cruise in a landing craft of the Teeacli Navy, Travel apenis
please copy !

The secomd exciting highlight was 10 [y inoone of the Army

corrrineied o eyt poge
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transport planes which went on the Entebbe Raid from Jerusalem
Airgﬂrt tor Machanuyim to visit the Golan Heights and the northern
barders,

The third highlight occurred that same day when after leaving
Tikerias we drove at night in convoy along the Jocdan Valley in
bright moonlight 1o return to Jerpsalem via Jericho, We knew this
route in daylight; but travelling close to the border, stopping at
Army check-poinis, walching the mountaing  silhouctizd  against
the sky, and then climbing op to Jerusalem was unforgeitable.

The first of our three most moving events was the President’s
Reception. We had on &n eatlier occasion visited the Residence one
morning soon after it was opened, but to go in the evening and
sae it lit up and occupied by o host of joyous visitors, was Lo see
this beautiful building fulfilling i3 purpese as designed. The Presi-
dent himszlf, gentle and unassumning. with deep feeling addressed
ws on the viml importance of showing solidarity in every wuav
possible with his people,

The secomd occaswon was visiing the Good Fence on fhe
Lebanese border— going through the Fence to stand on Lebanese
soil; and talk to the charmimg voung Tsracli and Lebanese doctors
amd Lebanese nurses ministering to the people, whose own country
provided no medical facilites for them., 17 the vwo peoples can
work together in this humanitarian manner, there can and must be
hope for a more peaceful future,

Lastly, ai Friday night dinner the Guest of Honour was the
Chielf Rabhi of the Istueli Defence Forces, and with him cime the
Chiel Cantor of the IDF and Army Choir. They sang hefore. dur-
ing and after the meal, zemirod, psalms and songs. Their voices
were [ull, melodious and unforced; their tupes and the ohvious
enjovment with which they sang touched the hearls and brought
tears to the eves of all of us

AT the end of it all, whal docs u Mission like this mean?
Whether vou've never been (o Isragl before, or have been once
oF many times, it rencws, refreshes snd intensifies your desire 1o
identify with and show and give support for our people. This was
the essence of the President’s Appeal o vs: but best of all is to
o and live o Israel. Short of that we must give ALL we can.
cithusiasm, money and time, o convince Isracl that we in the
Dinspors understond 6z needs and problems, Every Jew should go
to Feracl io see the fruits of his heritage, o travel the country amd
thus vnderstond the sirategic and economic problems that face
the lund. You must see at first hand what has been developed in
the country and be mn no doubd that vou cennod consider voursel!
o e Jewish onbess you give o Isracl unstintingly and width all
your might,

Becing is belweving,

1 amm |
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JOINT ISRAEL APPEAL 1977

I'wo appeal meetings were held this vear, the first at the home of
Mr. & Mrs Bernard Davis and the second at the Communal Hall,
As In previous years our community responded meaningfully and
our fotal including Kol Midrer Appeal and a canvass of contribu-
bons amounted o almost £20,000.

To serve on our LLA. commitiez in general and thus to
help lsracl in particular is o duty of love and devotion to our
heritage, 1 appeal to members of our community young and not
%1 ¥OURE t0 join us m our work,

_ Please contact the Chairman, Mr, Bernard Duvis or the
|;|_J"-=ilh"-ll'l:l Dr. Denis Caplan who will give you Turther informa-
i,

J LA CoMsiTres

Hammersmith Synagogue Tour to Israel

Following our two very successful previous tours to Israel
severul members have asked if a third lour could be organized. OF
course this is possible provided there is o sufficient reapoase. A
m previous years  because of the meaningful involment of s
many of our congregants in J.IA. matiers many facilities would
be available not normally give (o tourists. :

If you wish to be included in such o tour would WOl Provi-
siomally give your name to our warden Mr, Duvid Arram. The
matier of cost and date cin be decided after we know the TEEOTSE,

CRyy.

Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family

Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes

for @ Happy New ¥Year

*

HY LATIMER COURT, W&

The League of Jewish Women on the

Mational Scene

The League enables the voice of Jewish Women to be heard
matanally.

A most important facet of the work of the League is ats
representation on external bodies, both Jewish and non-Jewish,
In the Jewish field. a  League member is the British Wice-Presi-
deat of the Tnternarioasl Council of Jewish Women. The main
object of this body is the advancement of human welfare amongst
all age groups. and the work covers the social. econmomic and
legal status of women in both Jewish and secular law., Two
members are on the Board of Deputies and the League 15 repre-
sented on the Central Council for Jewish Social Service and the
Association of Jewish Women's Organisations i the  United
Kingdom which is a [orum for matters of mutual concern 1o all
WOIMEn,

In the non-lewash category, our  representation on ithe
Women's Mational Commission is most vital as this i3 8 Govern-
ment sponsored body set up by the Prime Minister and chaired
by one of HM5  Ministers. When the  informed  opinion of
women i5 requiced on any maifer of public interest, the vicws
of member  organisations  are sought, The  League is the only
Jewish body represented on the Women's Mational Commission,
and a member is on the Exccutive Committee.

Another urg:l.nisalinn on which a League member holds
office is the Matonal Council of Women of G, Britam, whch
an wmbrells orgamsanion  encompassing  the  major  women’s
natinmal bodies.

The Leaguwe is also affilizted to the United Notions Associa-
tion, and o member was the immediate past  Chairman of ils
Women's Advizory Council, This enables the League to speak
for Isracl on any policy put forward concerning .

In recent vears the League has increased its involvement with
Sowvicd Jewry, adopting  prisoners. writing o larmilies  and co-
operaling i many Mational veniures on their behalf.

The League also concerns iiself with Isroel, many members
being trained in the demonsiration of Tsraeli produce, enteriain-
ing war widows and assisting wherever possible in many other
Wiva

Therefore, in addition to the need for more workers for our
expanding fields of welfure work, it is also important to increase
the number of members o add weight to our cpinions.

NetTa Guyoe
Chairman, Bichmond and Thames Valley

Crrpwep, Leagee of Jewish Women
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Best Wishes

for a happy New Year
and well over the Fast
from

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. WILLIE GERTLER

37 CAMPBELL COURT,
QUEENS GATE GARDENS,
LONDON, SW7 4PD
554 189]

and from

Mr. and Mrs. HERBERT D. GERTLER,
JEROME and ANTHONY

11 RESIDENCE DE LA PORTE VERTE
AVE DU GENERAL PERSHING,
VERSATLLES 780, FRAMCE

and from

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID LOVELL
and SHAUNA and JONATHAN

28 PAIRFAX ROAD, SWIRE COTTAGE,
LAV MM, NOWoh
TE R35E

HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIP CLUB

How the yeaes Ay amd thes one bas been w busy one for s,
l'he Brng & Buy Sale was preat fun as wsual. Qur Silver Jubilee
was the event of the vear, Over 120 guesis allended to pay tribute
tor our puest of honour Mrs, H. M. Levy, our Chairman, who was
retiring after many years' dedicated service, Among ouwr distin-
guished puests were the Mavor and Mayoress of Hamimersmith,
the Rev, & Mrs. Venimn, Mrs, F. Spier, Chairman of the Associa-
tion, Mrs, L. Gassman, Leaguee of Jewish Women, Mrs, B, Gro-
dence, Chairman of Marble Arch Frendly Circle. together with
guesls from Chiswick and Ealing clubs, giving friends of long
stunding the chance o show their appreciation of the club and
the efferis of s workers towards friendship. Speeches were made
by several of the guests and Mrs, Melman presented Mrs, Levy
with & cigaretle lighter and a Menorah, which delighted her. Every
member received o gift fo mark the ceeasion,

Mrs, Levy introduced the new Chairman, Mes, Barrie,

Cur Chanukah pary wes much enjoyed; entertzinment was
provided by the Council as usual.

Our programme has been a very full one. Count CrSches]
cateriained ws with lovely slides of Denmark and Holland., A
play was presented by the Common Stock Theatre, dealing with
the elderly in London. Theee was a talk by Mr. Mullins and a
colleague on road safety. On another occasion Mrs. A. Hart sang
cperatic Favouwrites, which proved very pﬂFH!hu'. Mr. J. Elman ol
the Mapgic Cicle spoke on “Magic Art™. Two members  were
invited (o wisit Wimbledon and Dhstrict  Friendship Club. We
further enjoved two family Simchas. Mrs. Barrie our Chairman
celebrated the Burmitzvah of her son David with a soper party
for-all the members, David was presented with a gifi of a pen
Fwenty two of our members spent a holiday in Folkestone. Police
and Red Cross workers held the finals of o quiz on “Safety in the
Home und on the Roads™ in our club, The guestion Master was
Marjory Proops.  The prizes were donated by the Mayvor and
Mlmyoress, who were present

One sunny afternoon through the generous invitation of Lady
Kaye, fifty-two memhers visited her country home and enjoyed
hospitality, Afternoon ten was served amidst lovely surroundings.
The members were thrilled with i all,

The second Simcha was to celebrate the golden wedding of
our dear Yice Chairman Rose Melman, With her Tamily and
Friends, puests included the Rev. and Mrs. Venitt, und Mrs. F.
Spier. Chairman  of the Associgtion. Enteriainment  as always,
and what a lovely party we all enjoved. Our gilt to the happy
couple was an occasional table which they were delighted 10
recejve.

On behall of Mrs. Barre, we thank the Board of Managemeni
for its continued co-operation.

Mapy WiLso
Hon. Sevrefary
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Stories and Sayings from the Talmud (1)

All the blessings of a household come through the wile,
therefore should her huskand honour her,

Rabbi José saijd:

“l mever call my wife “wife” but *home”, for she indeed makes
my home,"

“Men should be carcful lest they cause women 1o weep, for
G-d counts their tears™,

One of the Roman Emperors said 10 Rubban Gamliel: -

“Your G-d is a thief. as it is written ‘And the L-rd Gi-d caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man and he slept, And He took
one of his ribs . _ " Gen, ii. 21).”

The Rabbi’s daughter said “Let me answer this Aspersion.
Last night, robbers broke into my room and stole therefrom a
silver vessel. But they left a golden one in its stead.”™

The Emperor replied *1 wish that such thieves would o
Lo me every night,™

“Thus it was with Adam. G-d took & rib from him bt lieft
Eve inslead.”

Fhe chief thing is not knowledge bur the use 1o which it i%
pui

Rabbi Jochanan, the son of Broks, and Rahbi Eleazer, the
son of Chismah, visited their tescher Rabbi José aml he said
o them :

“What is the news at the College; what is going on 7™

“Nay”, they answered, “we are thy scholars: it is for thee o
speak, for us to listen.”

“Nevertheless, replied Rabbi José “No duy passes without some
occurrence of note at the Collese. Whe lectured foday?™

“Rubbi Eleazar the son of Azaryah™ )

“And what was his subject,”

“He chose this verse - -

“Assemble the People together. the men, the women  and  the
children.™ {Deut. xxvi, 12) and thus he expounded it ;-

“The men came 1o learn, the women to listen. but wherefore the
children? In order that those who brought them might receive
# reward for training their children in the Fear ol the Ld.”
Then said Rabbi José “"Happyv the generation of which Rabhi
Eleazar ben Azaryah is the teacher ™

To love one’s acighbour is the first virtue.

The best quality is a good heart.

Judpe vour neighbour indulgently and charitably. Judge na
o before you are in the same circumstances,

"Righteousness, righleousness shal thou follow,” {Deut. xvi.
200, The meaning of the double exhortation 8 “towards Jow
and Gentile wlike,™

Thy friend has a friend. and thy friend’s friend has a friend:
bz discres,

H.A.
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MEMORIES — The World of Yesterday

I may be forgiven for copying the title of Stefan Zweig’s auto-
bicgraphy, when telling a story of Vienna at the end of the
Habsburg Empire before it was degraded by Hitler's Anschluss,

My journey in the past is the story of my family, the story
ol the “stichle,” the story of wonderful lively communities whose
synagogues are now  destroyed. damaged or, if still standing,
almost cmpty,

Tn 1896 Hungury, then part of the Austro-Hunganan Empire
under the “dual monarchy™ of Franz Josel, celebrated its mille-
mium. According to history the Kingdom of Hungary was found-
ed by the Magyars in 896C E. and, just a5 in London thousands
of visitors came to participate in the Jubilee this year, so in 1896
greal numbers of Jews flocked from Galicia (the Austrian pan of
Poland} in the hope of exchanging poverty for a livelihood in
prosperous Budapest,

Among  these immigrants were my  grandparents  hoth
paternal and maternal. The families had been neighbours in the
naphtha oil mining town of Boryslav and they started o new life
in the Jewish guarter—the 6th and Tth district—of Pest on the
opposite side of the river o the older part of town which was
and is still called Buda. The two friends. Leizer Gertler and
Jankel Lippman, soon joined the “stichle” in the Dob-Utes
i Drommel Gasse) and my first memory, just before the First World
War, is of being with my grandfathers on the first loor of an old
house ‘duvening and shokeling” on Shabbat.

Affer entering  elementary school T anended the Talmud
Torah classes attached to the Great Conservative Synapogue in
the Rombach Gasse where my teacher was Rabbi Dr. Tarkas.
The certificate, which 1 unfortunately lost during emigration,
carned me a Krone. T was really fond of my teacher and prowd
af my achicvement. The Rombach Temple was justly famed for
the performances of its Charan, Kwartin, who was later called
1 Mew York.

When my father was called up for military service in the
Austro-Hungarian - Army  in 1915 | attended services in the
Orthodox Central Synagogue in the  Kazincy Gasse. Our neigh-
bour, a siricily orthodox teacher named Neuwirth had three sons
and regarded me a5 a fourth son in the ahsence of my father. |
was the same age as his middle boy, the eldest being a year older
amd the youngest a vear younger and they never missed laking
me along with them to shul. The Neuwirth family came from the
Presshare {Bratislava) Yeshiva o Budapest and I am sure thai
| owe my constant fecling of belonging to. and comfort in enter-
ing @ shul to the fond memory or them and their influence has
formulated my desire o find o shul and contact my Jewish
brethren wherever T have travelled.

Continied (e el g
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MEMORIES —cominued from previons pee

To contimee  the details of Budapest Swynagogwes  before
resuming my personal memories the world famous Tabac Temple
s over 100 years old and is 1 believe, the largest in Europe with
four galleries for the ladies. a total seating capacity of over 3000
and a giand organ with 333 pipes, IU was the showpiece of eman-
cipated. assimilated Hungarian Jewry, many of the members being
ennobled or members of the Upper House of Parliament and the
famous cantor Sircta was engaged by this weilthy community, Mo
erthodos or even conservalive Jew ever attended the Tabac Tem-
ple, after all. organ music during Shabbat or Yomiov is ageinst
the Thn!

During the Hitler deporiation era, the Tabse Temple and
school were wsed as assemblv arcas before deportation 10 (he
concentration and extermination camps, More than 25 persons
related 1o me were among the victims. When I visited Hungary
after the second World War T went to the one remuining Syna-
gogtue stll Functioning as such, and was decply moved by the fact
that every member attending the service =id Kaddish specially
for the victims of the Holocaust.

And now to go back 1o my youth, In (918 after the defear of
Crermany and her alliss the Austrian Empire hroke up and in the
ensuing confusion Hungary was for five months ruled by a Con-
munizt Covernment under the leadership of an atheist “Jew™
named Bela Kun, buil after being overwhelmed by the Entenie
[orees in support of the Russian Army, power was handed 1o the
Fascist Admiral Horthy, As usual, all the pation’s troubles were
blamed on the Jews and an Anti-Semitic campaign was launched,
particularly against Jews of Polish origin. Under the pretext of
“Control of Aliens™ these Jews were harassed, under constant
surveillance in therr homes and subjected (o extortion. Tn 1920,
on the morning of my Bar Mitzvah caill up, my family was woken
up at 6 a.m. by the police and taken. with some other local people.
to the Police Station where, after long interrogation, and the pay-
ment of a “Penalty™ we were at last allowed 10 go. On the follow-
ing Shabbat I was duly “called up™ at our Synagopue but of course
missed the Haftara for which my teacher had prepared me,

In May 1920 my family moved to Vienna. exchanging the
Horthy racialistic regime for the—then—milder administeation of
Austria. After all, Vienna was, 20 they said, the centre of culture,
bt that was before the Anschluss!

The Geistersietien Temple i the Inner Citv of Vienna also
housed the Kultuspemeinde and was the spirial bome of over
200,000 Jews i Wienna. I hardly ever missed attending on Ercv
Shabbat and Shabbuat moming service there, listening to Chazan
Matvas and. in the 1930% to Chazon Fischer. One of the greatest
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Rabbis of that time was Rabbi Dr. Zwi Peres Chajes. 1 well
remember that on the day of hiz funeral the Socalist Lord Mayor
of Viennu, Korl Seitz; arranged that the street lamps of the Ring-
strasse and the road o the cemefery should be draped in black.
Chazan Fischer came to England afier the Anschluss and was
minister at a synagogue in Leeds, He had a wonderlful baritone
visice which | was able (o enjoy once more when T went 1o Laeds
o attend the barmitzvah of Hugh, son of Mrs, and the late Dr.
lsrrance.

And now—Dhere 1 am sl our own Hammersmith—where 1 have
celebrated my son's Barmitzvah, my daughter’s wedding and next
vear, please Ged, one of my grandsons will be Barmitzvah here
in cuer Shul where [ have happiness with my friends, the ministers,
the honorary officers and my colleagues on the Board, At three
sgore years and ten. after 45 wonderful vears with my life’s pariner,
the Shul is still where [ find contentment in good davs and
strength and comfort in fimes of anseely,

F. 1. GerTLER

J. SAMUEL & SON

JAMES SAMUEL 1797-1866

MEMORIALS & RENOVYATIONS

All work under the personal supervision of
Mr. Louis M. Samuel, a direct
descendant of Haham Moses Cohen D' Azevedo

SIDNEY STREET, LONDON, El 2EH

Telephone: 01-247 5181 /4256




A TRIBUTE

All our senses were enriched ot Ashkelon; the clear Blue
sky, the sound of children’s voices, o sofi warm wind and the
sweel penetrating smell of orange blossem, which covers lsrael a
the season-of Pesach.

Approaching the school, we saw Aags and pennants flying
in our honour. Suddenly, the children jovfully staried sinping
“Shalom Aleichem™ and we come upon them sitting in & huge
circle, some 300 of them, wearing gaily covered hats. The emo-
tion of the welcome wis inspiring— an  unforgetiable  moment
for us all.

The Principal of the school formally welcomed Joe and
Heiy Godfrey, their Tamilics snd friends, and afterwards invited
foe and Hetty 1o present the prizes 1o seccessful studems, The
sight of ome young lad walking the 30 vards with the help of a
metal frame left few with dry eves. This school is for deprived
and handicapped children and was built and donated in 1969 by
loc and Hetty Godfrey. Today. they consecrated a new gymna-
sium donated by them. After the  prize-giving. the children put
on 4 show of controlled drill movements which paid tribute to
the patience of the teachers: Thew sapg songs and later we engers
ed the school, bat not before Joe and his son David affixed the
Mezzuzal 1o the new Gymnasium, and then the unveiling of the
plaque in honour of the Godfreys. The saplings planted in the
school grounds in 1969 were now proud trees serving as a remin-
der to the inspiration of Joe and Heity when they laid the
foundation stone and when these saplings were planted by mem-
bers of our own Hammersmith COMMIENITY.

The school s a wonderful place, a grand edifice built to
salisty the need of some of the handicapped children of Israel.
It is something for which the Godfrey family will always be
remembered and serves 4s an inspication o others. We  dined
with the ¢hildren, inspected the synagogue and the ¢lassrooms,
talked with teachers and with the chiel superintendent of educa-
tion and the deputy mayor of Ashkelon. We looked ground the
grounds. said goodbye (o the children, and left with our senses
recharged and with a wonderful feeling of hope, understanding
and appreciation of the good work of Joe and Hetty Godfrey,

HAMMERSMITH WOMEN ZIONISTS

Hammersmith WIZO s still functioning. in spite of our very
depleied numbers. We collected £106.50 [or Jewish Women's
Week, and £30 in Annual Subscriptions.

We welcome new members, and wish all our present mem-
bers a Healthy and Happy New Year.

Please telephone me at 748 2727 with your offer 1o help us.

JEANIE CAPLAN
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NEW YEAR GREETINGSY FROM

HETTY & DAVYID BALONOY

148, CONINGHAM ROAD, W12

with their families
JOYCE & DAVID KIPNES,
with
LIAME, AN ond DAMIEL

OF LONG ISLAND, LULSA,

and

GLORIA DEANMER, J.P.,
& JULIAN DEAMNER
with
KATHARINE., ADAM & EMMA

OF 26 GREENHALGH WALk,
HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBLRHE, N2,
AND OF CANN, MELBURY  ARBAS, DORSET,
AMD OF HAMMERSMITH BROADWAY. W




THE SYNAGOGUE HALL

WHY NOT USE YOUR
OWN HALL FOR
SIMCHAS AND MEETINGS?

THE SEATING CAPACITY IS APPROXIMATELY 150
FOR WEDDINGS AND BARMITZYAHS.

THERE IS A KITCHEN ATTACHED
AND A RECEPTION AREA FOR BUFFET
CAN BE ARRANGED IN THE ADJOINING HALL
IF SO DESIRED.

The Secretary will be happy to supply details.

o

Hammersmith & District Branch of A.J.E. X,

Comprising Hammersmith, Ealing, Richmond., Hounslow,
Kensingion and Chelseu.

Thirty two years after the second world war, the number of ex-
servicemen sccking wellare has incrensed rather thon diminished.
Our branch has donated £400 in the past vear for this
purpose. Though many seck financrial assistance, a larope momber
need help and advice to straighten their affair, A steady stream
of cases visit AJEX. headguariers each week and are given
this halp, There wre also muny old and lonely  ex-servicemen
whose burdens are relieved by a visit o their homes. If anyone
has time (o spare we will be pleased if you will join our band nf
workers for this worthwhile tazk,

A new wing to AJE.X. House for the clderly was opened
recently in Stamford Hill by the Minister of Housing. Reginald
Freeson, Although the expense for these flats 3% enormous.
AJEX. is determined to continue with this work as the need
is greater than the supply. Negotiations are already taking place
[or 4 new block in MW, London, Tn June, disubled ex-servicemen
were again taken for a day’s outing to Brighton

Israel is dear 1o the heans of all of us. and Tsraeli service-
men particularly se. The Soldiers” House buill for the welfare of
Isrueli servicemen in Beersheba continues to receive our alten-
tion, and new seclions are continually being opened. Our branch
is proud of the contributions that we have made towards this
proect,  IF anvene is visiting Beersheba, a tour of the Soldiers’
Home is really worth while, and you may notice the plague
commemoratmg the help given by our branch.

On Tuesday. 21st June, Rudolph MNureyev gave an impec-
cable performance in the Romeo and Juliet ballel organised by
AJEX. in aid of the Oueen’s Silver Jubilee Fund. On this auspi-
cious occasion, Lord Mounthotien accepted on behalf of the
Queen a crystal goblet suitably inscribed in Hebrew and English.
which was presented on behalf of AJLEX, by the National
Chairman. Mr. Leonard Woolf

Dur branch, competing against other AJEX. bhranches,
wiis delighted to win the cup at the annual NLA WA C. Ouiz. Our
winning team were Gilda and Howard Havman. “Toolv™ Man-
ches. and Joe Bondi

Soviet Jewry still plays an important part in oor work, Tt is
cssential that the world is constantly reminded of the plight of
lewish *Refusniks’ in the Soviel Union. To keep in touch by
means of correspondence and assistance whenever possible s
our ¢onfinuing concern for those in need, and we hope that efforis
being made to bring this matter forward at the coming Belorade
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Conference of world nations will alleviate the position,

Our own ‘Refusnik’ tragically still  languishes in a Lubour
prison while his wife and two young children who received per-
mission 10 leave Russia have arrived in Tseael,

Our Annual Dinoer and Ball held carlier in the yeur
tgether with Kenton Branch ar the Roval Majestic Suite, was 2
greal spccess with a full house. A substuntial amount of our
vearly funds was derived from this Function.

It is with pleasure that we record that our honorary chap-
lain Rev. 8. Forscher who has recently been indisposed, is now
fecling very much better, We all wish him a full recovery.

Reading through these few details gives u glimpse of  (he
importint part played by AJEX. in Anglo-Jewry, Our thanks
go out to 3 bund of workers of our branch who have worked
tovally 1o improve the: lives of their fellow Jews,

Il you are an ex-serviceman and wish to help—please *phone
3aM 3495,

West London Young Zionist Society
{aflilivted to the Federation of Zionist Youth)

West London is a young and  active  society for yaouth
between the ages of |B—24 years, living in the West London
arca. We meet every Thursday at B30 pm. in members” houses
for either a talk given by an eminent speaker, discussions. de-
bates, folk-evenings. ull of which are preceded by Ivrit (modern
Hebrew lessons).

Being affiliated 1o F.ZY meuns that we can attend National
events amd meet people from other groups both throughout Lon.
don and in the provinces.  We often arrange joint meelings with
others groups.  Even though thers are members of FZ.Y,
all over the British Isles fincluding o new group in Doblind we
all manage to get together a1 specially wrranged national semi-
nars or on one of the six separate FZ.Y. holiday trips 1o Israel.
West Lomdon does. in fact organise its own  seminar which js
held in Spring every years,

As well as being o Zionist movement. F.ZY, is also # fund-
raising one, and we at West London have had snd will be having
many different and exciting activities as well as the more wsyal
dangces.

Everyone who comes slong to our sociely s pusranteed
wirm and friendly reception, so if you want any further informa-
tion ahout us, just pick up the telephone and call.

Celis on 45!-84!3."1.:.1“]5:.1:“ B66-0156 or Jeffrey on 907-3229,
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