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ETNTORIAL

PRESENT AND FUTURE

Before cmbarking on this number, we had some qualms
aboul continwing. Costs are rising, economic difficultics are being
experienced, and the pressure is increaszing dailv. However, we
need ool have worried.  The response from our members has been
magnificent. Advertisements, greetings. and literary contributions
have all been coming in, with the result that the present issue
will be no worse than previous ones!  We are indesd grareful 1o
all concerned. It only goes to convince us thal our members do
not wish o0 lose this link in our community. that members are
concerned and interested in what goes on,  This is very encourag-
ing o those who are working hard to kesp things together.

As we all know, this is the season for sober reflaction both
individually and communally. As individuals, this is purely a
matter of private and personal concern. As a community, we
have our common responsibilities,

More than ever bafore, we must focus our atfention on our
Synagogue, if we are to continng as a force in the pencral com-
mikmity.

Our membership 12 steadily decreasing, the number of cur child-
ren is dwindling. We can sdopt a defeatist attitude and say that
things and circumstances are bevond our control, On the other
hand, there are great ties of loyalty in a community such as ours,
with B5 years of history behmd it

Your help in giving us information of nog-attached residents
would be most uvseful and greatly appreciated — likewise of
children not attending classes.

Generally, what can we look forward to, in the year ahead?
In an age of uncertainty, we Jews particulacly find the times mare
perplexing than ever. No man, however careful, can predict or
foresee what tomorrow will bring. At this season of the vear,
let us make the most of the opportunities which our faith affords
us, Let us turn Godwards in our thoughts and in our actions, and
pruy for strength o mest all circumstances in the New Year.

Gifts for the Succah

The Succah will be ready for decorating on Wednesday and
Thursday, September 17 and 18,

Gifts of Aowers, foliage, wine, eic., will be gratefully accepied,
also donations fowards the purchasze of cakes

It will be greatly appreciated if members could send their
gifuﬂu;;lznm Td==t,'.-'5 between 10 am. and | p.m.

ings from all members of the Congregation will help to

make the Succah celebrations worthy of this festival, and mul:;ulr.
the wonderful efford made last wear,
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MINI-SERMON
THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR

By the Rev. 8. VENITT, B A

Our Rabbis bave always sdvocated the principle of Hiddur
Mitzvah, the beautifving of religiows commuandments, and the
objects associated with them. It comes therefore as a surprise
to find in the Talmud the statement that if one covers Lhe Shofar
with a layer of gobd he has made the Shofar unfic for use.  In fact,
the Rabbis cven objected to using a Shofar that had painted
designs on it. Why should gold inlay or the painted shape
make the Shofar pasal?

The trouble is that, however pleasing to the eve the oobd
or paint adornment might be, it will also alier the origingl sound
of the Shofor, snd that we must not do. What is important
is the sound of the Shofar, not the sight of the Shofar.

The blessing we recite iz “Lishmoa Kol Shofor™— to hearken
ter the round of the Shofar.

The Fabbis were piving a word of cauteon,  Doa’t emphasise
outer form and neglect the significant; don't embellish the physical
appearance and sacrifice gualily, Here is a message (0 (ake o
heart not only regarding the Shofar but in every area of life.
Intrinsic wvalues most be guarded. We must heed (he spirioual
voice that calls and beckons to our conscicnoe.

We must ook bevond the surface — if we do not, if we
fail to hear the true spiritual note, then our beautiful Synagogues
will be wasted and religion become a uselass burden.  Education
i5 not 4 mere collection of facts,  Jewish studies cannot be of
lasting vulue withowt perscnal sdentity, withoot a patiern of living
amnd total commitment.

From a spiribsal point of view, each limb of man’s body
is dedicated o a holy purpose, to the serveice of Gad,  Aamoag
them, one of the most precious is dhe car.  Rabbi Jonah points
oul in his work Shaore Teshervah that of damage 15 done o any
other limb, only the valee of that limb has 1o be paid in compen-
safion, whilst if the hearing is impaiced, then the value of the
whole person has o be paid, The purposz of the car, on this
account, i5 to receive reboke, to learn of the hghest stamdards
of service o Ge-d. Tts supreme valug is thus apparent — it is
the patewsy to moral improvement amd salvation — a defect in
hearing can seal one off from the life of the world, materially and
spiritually. The Midrash points oul the umque quality of this
faculty in a peat analogy. If one falls and hurts onescli, then
cach wound requires s own bandage amd dreessing,  Spiritual
illness, however, even if it is very extensive, can be cured in one
simple way, through the power of hearing, of accepiing rebuke, Thas
cures all ills. “Incline your car and come to Me, listen and vour
soul shall Fiwe™ ([saiah, Iv3%

The Shofar symbolises by its authentic sound this spiritual

confinied on poge 9




Mr. & Mrs.
JOSEPH L. GODFREY

Wizhing all our friends, relarives
and members of the Synavogus

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
AND WELL OVER THE FAST

We are ol sending New Year cards this year

NEW YEAR GREETINGS

The Hon. Officers and Board of Management extend their
Complimentz and Besi Wishes [or o Happy Mew Year too all
Members of the Congregation and their Familics.

The Beverend amd Mrs. 5. Venitt and Famly wish to convey
their sincers wishes for a Happy and Prosperous Mew Year to the
Homorary OHficers, to the Board of Management, relatives, friends,
and members of the Synagopue.

The Reverend and Mrs, Samuel Forscher and Ruth wish 1o
convey their warmest grestings for the New Year to the Honorary
Oificers, to the Board of Management, and to all members of
the Congregation and ther famibes.

Misz Eeina Longhorn wishes to convey her most cordial
wishes to the Congregation [or o Happy and Healthy New Year.

Mr. and Mrs. P. Howard send their compliments 1o all the
Congregation,

Sincerest good wishes [or the Mew Year are extended 1o the
Ministers, Honorary OMfficers, the Board of Mansgement, and all
comgreganis, relatives and friends by :

Mr. & Mrz, Samual Abrahamson and Family, 15 Hommersmith

Broadway, W.h

Mr. & Mrs. Moss Amias, 18 Barons Keep, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. M. Anpelus, 96 Addison Gardens, W. 14

Mr, & Mrs, David Armram, Adricnne and Raymond, 7 Blenheim
Foad, W.4

Mr. & Mra. A, 5. Bankover and Family, 47 Emlyn Rooad, W.i2

Mrs, Vera Barsky, 3 Paluce Mansions, London, W.i4

Mrs. Ecca Bash, &) Fiiz-George Avenue, W, 14

Mr. & Mrs, H. Bayves and Family, 72 Ouickswood, MW.3

]".-IrS &t Mrs. 1. Beim, " Tara”, Coombe Ridings, Kingsion Hiil,

Urrey

Dr & t?r'h'ﬁ. F. 1. Benesi, 11 Cocksut Road, Lewes, Sussex
BN7 1JH

Marjoric, Leonard Beth and Family, 145 Camelor Close,

Andover, Hans,

Rebecca and Basil Benzimra and Family, “Wickenden®™,

Hampion Conrt Road, East Molesey, Surrey

Mrs. M. V. Bobbe, 38 Romnpey Court, Shepherds Bush Green,

Ww.12

Joy and Jeffery Brand, 73 Barons Keep, W14

Mr. & Mrs, H. Brondon, 22 Raflles House, Brompton Grove,
NW.4

Mrs. Jeanie Caplan, 2535 Latymer Road, W

Dr. & Mrs. M. Do Caplan and Jonathan, 54 South Parade,
Bedford Park, W4

Mrs. Rose Cohen, 91 Brook Green, Hammersmith, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Collins, 20 Hamlet Court, London, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cowan, 32 Bloemfontein Road, W,12

cemntined on wexr page



NEW YEAR GREETINGS—continued from page 5

Ropger & Bianca Cortis, Kinross, 13 Coombe Lane West,
Eingston-on-Thames, Surrey

Mrs. & Cutler, 288 Lajiymer Court, W.a

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Davis, 18 Palace Mansions, W,
Kensingion, W.14

Mr, & Mrs. 5 DeVroes and Family, 52 Aruendel Mansions,
Arundel Terrace, Barnes, London, S)W.13

Rosaly & George BEvoine and Family, 120 Qakwood Court,
London, W.14

Dr. & Mrs, A, M. Filer, 3 Shepherds Bush Koad, W6

Dr. & Mrs. David Filer and Dauoghters, Warwick Lodge,
Warwick Dene, W.5

Mrs. Bebecca Fox and Family, 3 Monckton Court, Addison
Road, W.14

Jonn snd Manny Franks and Family, 54 Barons Kesp, W.14

Drr. & Mrs. L. Freeman, 20 The Drive, Golders Grezn, N.W.11

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gold and Family, 111 Barons Kezp,
Barons Courl, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. George Green, 19 Ashfield Road, Acton, W3

Mr. & Mrs, Nathan Gordon, 25 Siafford Courl, Kensington,
WE TDL

Councillor & Mrs. Sidney Grose and Family, Berkeley House,
10 Berkeley Roand, 5.W.13

Dr. & Mrs, R, D). Gross, 35 Commngway, London, W5 AR

Mr. & Mrs. J. Halfin and Family, 32 Granard Avenue, Poingy,
5W.15

Miss M. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Street, 5. W.6

Mr, C. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Sirest, 5.W.6

Mrs. J. Harris {Chorister), B4 Western Avenuwe, Acton, W.3

Dr. & Mrs, Cyvnl Hodes, Angels and Philip, 1 Ashchurch
Terruce, W.12

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Hodes and Family, 7 Oakwood Court,
Eensington, W.14

Mrs. Minna Katits Springer, B Bolingbroke Road, 'W.14

Adelaide and Jack Langdon, 107 Perryn Road, W3 TLT

Mr. & Mrs. Godfrey Levy and Family, 44 Fizames Avenue,
London, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk Boad, W.12

Ht}lqtl;.eviﬂd Leslie Levy. 46 Raffies House, Brampton Grove.

Miss Tulie Lichtblan, 56 Fraser House, Breatford, Midds.

Denise and Melvyn Lux end Daughters, 62 Traps Lane,
Coombe Hill, Surrey

Mrs. Lily Lux, 87 North End House, W.14

Mr. A. Mark, I.P., and Mrs., Mark, 2 Anne Mount, Madeley
Road, W.5

Pamela, Malcolm and Samantha Mark, 46 Audley Road, W.5

cewifirieed on next page

NEW YEAR GREETINGS—continued from page 6

Mr., & Mrs, H, Mirwitch and Family, 11 South Side,
Stamford Brook, W6 0XY

Mr, & Mrs. R. Morris, 115 Barons Keep, W.14

Mizs Fose Morris, 12 Tor Courd, Sheffeld Terrace, Kensinglon,
WH 4HX

Dr. & Mrs, O Moses, 31 Wolverion Gardens, W.6

Mrs, Olive Maschawver, 249 Latymer Courd, W6

Mr. & Mrs. J. K. Nisner and Family, 27 Thomiree Court,
Parkview Road. Ealing, W.5

David and Doreen Chayon and Family, Orchard Close, Vine
Road, 5.W.13

Mrs. Rose Parker and Family, 86 Brook Green, Hammersmith,
Wi

Mrs. H. B. Paros, 24 Hurtswood Road, W.12

Mr. & Mrs. 5, Perbohner, 121 Castelnau, London, SW13 9EL

Mr, & Mrs. Alfred Phallips, Melanie and Joshoa, Flag 11,
Bridge Avenuwe Mansions, W.6

Mrs, Beatrice Rose. 128 Kensington Hall Gardens, "W, 14

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Rosen, 35 Clavering Avenue, 5.W.13

Mr, & Mrzs. Alired Socks, 18 Heaiherofi, Ealing, W.5

Ann and Richard Sampson, &6 Stamford Court, Stamiford
Brook. London, W.a

Mrs. M. Samuels, 258 Latvmer Court, 'W.6

Mr. & Mrs. H, Sharpe, 56 North End House, W.14.

Lewis and Minnie Shooman and Robert and Carale, 10 Todor
Court, Gunnersbury Avenve, Ealing, W5 4HO

Mrs. Anita Simmonds and John, 14 Cecil Close, Mount
Avenue, Ealing, W.5

Mr. & Mrs. M. Sogan, 17 Farburn Court. 5t John's Avenie,
Puiney, SWI5 2ZAL

D, & Mrs, E. Sommmer and Family, 22 Chesterficld Road, W.4

Leshie, Evelyn and Ruth Sommmer, 14 Lillian Avenue, London,
W3

D, & Mrs. 1. Spira, 5% Oakwood Court, Londow, W14

Mrs. Elsa Steindler, 7 Glenallan House, North End Crescent,
Wi4 8TF

M%ﬁ ;nlm Bertram Topper, 41 Rockley Court, Rockley Road,

Lily and Alfred Tumer, 14 Laburnum Court, Dennis Lane,
Stanmore

Dr. & Mrs. F. 5. Tysh and Tan, 58 Prebend Gardens, W6

Mr. & Mrs, L. Veiner, 73 Stalford Court, W.E

Mr. & Mrs. David Velleman, Barend & Richard, 88 Howberry
Road, Edgware, Middlesax,

Mr, & Mrs, Peter Wender, 50 Heathfield Court, Chiswick, W.4

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Williams and Family. 23 Westmoreland
Road, 5.W.13

confinied on page 9



ANNUAL REPORT 1974-75:5734-35

Presented by the Honorary Officers

INTEODUCTION

This year has seen o change in the leadership of our communal
affairs. Mr. H. Sharpe left office after many vears of tircless and
devoted service §0 the eatire communitv. His concern for all
aspects of our religions and communal welfare has been amply
demonstrated, and we are fortunaste that the benefit of his exper-
ience and advice has been retained through his membership of the
Board of Management. He bas been succesded by Mr, M.
DeVries,

Towards the end of the year Mr. M. Friedman resigned
from hiz position of part-time Secretary, which he had filled with
greal ability and ever-cheerful helplulness. We shall miss him,
and wish him and hiz family well in the future, amd trost we shall
have the pleasure of sceing him on communal occasions. We are
fortunate in his successor, Miss R. Longhorn, who is well krown
10 members through her long service to many local organisations.
ANNUAL RECEPTION

Our Guests of Honowr were Mr. D, Arram, Chasan Torah,
and Mr. H. M. Levy, Chasan Bereshis, who topether with Mrs.
Arram and Mrs. Levy graced the large gathering at the Annual
Reception. The Ladies” Guild undertock the preparation of the
refreshments maost ably, and contributed in no small measure o
the success of a very happy occasion
SERVICES

We have muintained our regular Sabhath and Festival Services
throughout the year; we thank our devoted Ministers, the Rev. 5.
Veniit and the Rev. 5. Forscher, for their zealous conduct of
the services, and our Choir for their musical participation. We
regret, however, that it s not always possible to hold weekday
morning and evening services because of the difficully in collecting
4 minyan,

LADIES" GUILD

The Guild ook o leading role in arranging activities through-
out the year, and the Succah was joyously decorated in the
appropriate festive manner. To those who regolardy provide
donations, whether financial or in kind. for the Succah we express
our grateful thanks,

A most successful Communal Seder was held and the appre.
ciative commenis of those who attended clearly demonstrated iis
codfinued desicabality.

SYNAGOGUE CLASSES

The present feaching staflf are Mrs. 5. Venitt and Miss R,
Forscher, under the Hon. Superintendentship of the Rev. 5.
Wenitl, B.A. The London Board of Jewish Religious Eduocation

cowfinwed on next page

MINI-SERMON —comtinied from poage 3

healing. The sound of the Shofar demonstrates freedom, law,
creativity, the worth of (he individual in a world of mmonsliey
and lawlessness, with the constant threat of war hanging over it
of surging masses blindly manipulated by unscrupulous leaders. It
is a simple, unadorned, vet powerful instrument. et us attune
our ear to jis sound, and try o understand the implication of ot
particularly at this season of the vear.

“"Happy are the people who know the Shofar sound. in the
light of thy countenance shall they walk oo™ Mot all of us know
how fo sound the Shofar, but all of us should know the sound
of the Shofar. All of us should know how to listen. Perhaps,
one day, the world oo will pause, heed, and lsien (o jis authentic
voice.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS—contintied from page 7
Benjamin and Elizabeth de Winter and Family, 109 Oakwood

Court, W.14

Dr. & Mrs, John Woolich, Anthony and Richard, | Morh End
House, W.14

hﬁﬁ'IEdTnﬁw and Miss Fiona Yoffey, 139 North End House,

ANNUAL REPORT—continued from previous page
arranges regular visits by its educational adviser, Mr. C. Davidson,
with whom cordial relations have been established.

At the Annual Prizegiving we were delighted to have Miss
Adelaide Langdon and Mr, Jack Lungdon as Guests of Honour.
AUTUMN LECTURES

A series of six aulumn lectures at formightly imervals was
successfully organised on behall of the congregation by Mr, 1.
Yoffev. We are grateful o him for continuing this particular
tradition of Adubt Edvcation at Brook Green.

HOUSE COMMITTEE

The Commitiee (Chairman: Mr. J. Langdon) is currently
undertaking such improvements and additions to our communal
facilities as are possible with our limited resources, 11 is hoped
that members will snon be able to appreciate the visible resulis
of the Commiitee’s efforts.

I.L A

The local Committee successfully raised £28,500 during the
current year.
CORCLUSION

We wish to record our sincere gratitude to our Ministers and
their families, and to our Secretary, to the Choir members, and to
Mr. and Mrz, Howard Tor their work on behalf of the Synapogue
and our members,

Lastly, we wish 10 express the pleasure we have derived from
working with our collsagues on the Board of Management.

9




SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

WEDDINGS

The following marriages wers solemnised at the Synagogue
during the course of the year:
JEFFERY LAWEREMNCE DICEMAN to FRITHA BENJAMIN
HAROLD JOHN PHILLIPS 0 ROSALIND JEAN SHIEBERT
ANTHONY MILLER 10 ANNETTE HILL
PAUL GARY LEVY to HELEN KLEINBERG

To those above, amd fo all members and their familics who
had celebrations during the year, extend warmest Telicitations,

BARMITZY AHS

MARK DEWEY JULIAN ROSE
MICHAEL KRAMER NICHOLAS MIRSOEFF

JOMATHAN MILLER ANDREW BREISK]

MEW MEMBERS

A hearty welcome is extended to the following, who joined
the Synagogue during the past veir:

Mz, D KURZMAN Mr. B. WINTERMAN

Mrs, B. UNGAR Mrs. E. KUTHER

Miss B. CANTER Lady 7. BEAN

Mr. 0. MAIER Mrs, F. TORRANCE

Mrs, P. ARRAM Mrs. A, CHAPMAN
Miss F. RICHTER Mr. K. SEGAL
Mrs, A, CONN Mrs. R. RONES
Mrs. R, DERFIELD Mr, M, GORVY

Mrs, B 5. O0OX
Mrs, 5. SEGAL

Mrs, I. RICHMAN

Mrs. E, F. Benzimra and Family

Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes
for o Happy New Year

ki

5 LATIMER COURT, W4

i

FROM HAMMERSMITH TO HAIFA

A REFLECTION BY SIDNEY GOODMAN

1t is now some years since I left the Hammersmith Community
but I look back on the years spent there with greal affection
Muny thousands of miles now separate us now that we live in
Israel bul each vear — particularly at the approach of the Yomim
Noraim — we recall Hammersmith services.

Israel 18 not short of synagogues and for those living in the
three main cities one is seldom far from one, but in Haifa, where
we now live, [ find it casier to attend 4 local minyan rather than
walk a little farther 1o the large Bet Knesset in the Merkaz.
Actoally it is really the fact that Ber Rutenberg minvan starts a
half-hour later which atiracts me more, 1 suppose,

I have always had a pencham for synugogues with a history
attached to them and never really cared for the new and modern
building, and my local minyan at Bet Rutenberg does not really
come into elther category. Tt is not a building with any historical
interest nor. conversely, 15 it modern. Why, then, am T a “regular”
there? Well, it does have a history of a different sort which is
wiorth telling,

The story begins around the year 1905 in Imperial Russia.
An abortive revolution takes place and many lives are lost and
many penple are imprisoned. The Party orders Pinchas Rulen-
berg 1o execute Father Gapon, who “betrayed™ the cause., Seventy
years later this is still in doubt, Pinchas Rutenberg’s brother, a
charming elderly gentleman who is my next-door neighbour, says
that his brother did not execute Father Gapon — the Jewish
encyclopedias do not elaborate this point either.

Later, in the Kerensky Government, Pinchas Rutenberg again
played a prominent role and when that too failed and was suc.
cecded by the Bolsheviks Pinchas went 1o the US.A. Tn 1921
— il my memory serves me — he came to Palestine and Organ-
ised the Palestine Electric Corporation, which covered the country
with electric power (Jerusalem for a time had a diffsrent companyl,

This is not the place for a evlogy of Pinchas Butenberg, but
he was a powerful and leading Zionist pioneer for VETY  many
years uniil his death in 1942  Although a true Zionist, it could
nol be said of him that he was an orthodox Jew. In his early
vears he was undoubtedly of the left wing, a revolutionary. When
he died in 1942 he requested that a minyan be held in his house

ever after. and now more than thirty vears later (hat is still being
done,

MNobody pays membership or seat dues here, and while we uge
the Sephardi Siddur a variety of Hebrew pronunciations i3 heard
and with no dissent or criticisms. My own neighhoor in the Bet

ciwifinned on page 14
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A STUDY OF GRAPHOLOGY
By WILLIE GERTLER

Graphology 15, according to some opinions, and siudies for
over eight centurics by Chinese philosophers, the science which
pln‘ﬁ:l.s tr reveal the psyvchological lows underlying the features
of dwriting.

T was alwayz interested, even fascinated, by the sudy of
graphology. In my business career, as execulive or director of
my company, I insisted on every job application being submitied
in handwriting and more often than not the graphological analysis

to be a valuzhle puide towards o decision.

As related in my book SELLING 15 My Game, published last

ar, my first earning in emigration from Nazi Germany came
E?um my idea of reading my landlady's handwriting, when reminded
of rent due, with the result that she came with dogens of specimens
of handwriting of her relatives and [riends. 5o my interest and
study paid dividends.

coRfinued oR Rext poge

- g’__‘_.—'“_':..--“'ﬁ fn‘k—f? b
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Falds Walr
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Foacvimiles of some famous Israell sipnatures,
slightly reduced from the originals

GRAPHOLONGY —vantinwed frow previows pore

For years past and happily established in England 1 devoted
myself to the work of the J.P.A. —now TLA, (Israel Appeal)
and charities connected with our community and in Israel,

Waorking for and travelling to lsracl on appeal and study
missions gave me the opportunity of meeting the leaders of our
EEO{JIE ~ members of the Government and of the Tsraeh Defence

OTCEs,

My autograph book, today one of my most valued possessions,
wis always handy and whenever I had the opportunity | requested
the person addressing or visiting us for his or her signaiure,

I do hope that my mwodest and humble efforts to tryv to
draw a mental picture of the personalities whose signatures, from
mnﬁrmuy are reproduced will be interesting 1o the readers of

DAVID BEN-GURION:
The signature of THE leader. the scholar; the writing shows
distinctively the PowEr of one of the great men of our time.
The fnal line is one of decision — with the upward curve of
optimism. “Not a little of the stoff of prophesy.” as the trans-
lator of his collection of Essays writes (Mordechai Nurock) in
REmRTH anp DESTINY oF [SRAEL,

GOLDA MEIR:
Determined to do the right thing, always caring for others,
modest, the real mother — the Grandmother, Trying hard not
Iy appear as imporiant or she really s

MOSHE DAY AN:
What a signature! A colourful extrovert persomality. Note,
please, how the lines of his signature go back to the starting
poimt — full of self-confidence and ambition.

CHAIM BARLEV:
The writing almost the photogruph of the silver-haired, quiet,
slow-speaking, and calm man! Careful, mindful of his decisions
affecting others, his influence is a good ome, no frills, no
pretence, straightforward! You con trust Chaim Barley a2t all
times!

CHAIM HERZOG:
His signature — in Hebrew and English with the open
“a" and “o" discloses the open, clear declaration of opinion
of a leading publicist, commentator, and analyst. He is, and
always will be. prepared to speak his mind. His judgment,
based on excellent education and expertise, is matched by his
devotion to his country.

TEDDY KOLLEK:
The Mayor of Jerusalem signed his name in a way personifying
the builder, the archifect, massive, outgoing, “no ohsiacle in
his way™, to build, to create Yerushalavim Fahav!

comfinied on nexy peape



GRAPHOLOGY —comtinued  [rom previows page

Bsie, JOAN COMAY :

During Ambassador Michael Comay's time here in London,
the personification of charm, tact, and always “the leading lady™
representing Israel.

I had th:msprlvilt:g.: of attending meetings and making appeals
with Mme, Comay and she also wvisited our Synagogue in
December 1971 on the occasion of & Magen David Adom
Ambulance Consecration.

Please observe in the signature the capital “J" and “C"!
What a creative, ambitious, beavtiful, optimistic  tooch!
Authoress — travel-book writer — researcher i WHO 15 Who 1y
THE OLD TESTAMENT — What a wonderful lady! My wife and T
admire her and wish her and Ambassador Comay happiness,
heakth and success,

HAMMERSMITH T HAIFA—continwed from page 11

Enesset is a fifth-generation Szbra from Sfad but he frequently
“dovens” as our Bal Tilah with a pure Hassidic nusach — in
Sfad apparenty he was used to attending a Hassidic Minyvan and
it has now become a babir. T myself often act as the Bal Thilah
and use my normal Ashkenazi accent. 1 am glad to acknowledge
that not infrequentdy I have used the Rev, Mr, Forscher's tunes,
which | remember from Hammersmith. We have no Rabbi and
consequently oo sermons, which many may accepd as being a
definite advantuge. Barmitzvahs are free of course and the Bar-
mitzvah boys do not receive any admonitions from the pulpit.

S0 im a way Bet Rutenberg has an mteresting and human
story and all of us who gather there each week are aware of
why we “doven”™ there

Any visitor to Haeifa who stays at the Dan Carmel Hoiel
will be assured of a warm welcome af Bel Rulenberg, which iz
virtally next door to the hotel As a bonus oo, after the
service, which ends at about 1030 a.m., our visilor can walk along
the kength of Panorams Road and enjoy what is possibly one of
the most beautiful views in the world — Haila Bav with the
Bahai dome bensath him, the hills of Galilee as a backzround,
and sometimes, if it is winter, the snow-capped Hermon

Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN

wish the Mirisrers
and their friends
of the Hammersmith & West Kensinglon Svaagogee
a very Happy New Yo
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Best Wishes
for a happy New Year
and well over the Fast
from

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. WILLIE GERTLER

37 CAMPBELL COURT,
QUEEMS GATE GARDEMS,

LONDOMN, EWT 4FD
S84 180

and from

Mr. and Mrs. HERBERT D. GERTLER,
JEROME and ANTHONY

13 RESIDENCE DE LA PORTE VERTE,
AVE., DU GENERAL PFERSHING,
VERSAILLES 7800, FRANCE

and from

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID LOVELL
and SHAUNA and JONATHAN

26 FATRFAX ROAD, 5WIS5 COTTAGE,
LONDON, N.W.6
T2l 6354




NAMES, NAMES . . .

From the privilegped position of Hon, Editor, [ have already
had the pleasure of reading Willie Gertler's interesting article
in this issue on Graphology and [amouws people, Tt instanty
reminded me of some of the distinguished people [ too have
mel, some of whom became personal friends, during a long news-
PApEr CUTeCr.

Two of them 1 knew from Manchester, and 1
mention them first because atl some ome they both lived i the
caichment aren of the Hammersmith Synagogue: Dr. Chaim
Weizmann and Professor Harold Laski,. Weemann was invited
to London from Manchester University in World War [ by Winsion
Churchill, then Firsi Lord of the Admiralty, and was, as is well
known, ssked by him to make 30,000 tons of accione for the
Allied war effort, The Weirmanns went 1o live at 67 Addison Road.

Werrmann had a stromg personal crite, on Ziomsl grounds,
in those days im the person of Leopold Greenberg, Editor of the
JC, The antagonism was inherited by Leopold's son, Ivan Green-
berg, who later also became Editor of the JOC, my immediate pre-
decessor, although Ivan had never even me! Weizmann himsell,
That omission was repaired by me personally when, in 1939, 1
introduced them o each oiher,

Professor Harold Laski, another Mancunian, and his wife,
used to invite me to tea at their hotse in the “Addison™ area on
Sundavs when I was in London, especiafly during my  exams.
Harold was a prodigious gossip and he regaled me with intimate
stories of all that was going on nod only in Fleet Street but even
at the home office of the Manchester Guardian up North,  He wis
fully primed about the professional careers of such personalities

comiireed on page 19

J.LLA. APPEAL

The atiempt to isolate Isracl from the world scene, particularly
fromm the Unsted MNations; the sctive Arab bovcott designed 1o
destroy  lsracl’s oconomic capacity; the continuwing  destructive
activily of the P.L.O. terrenists; and the continual denial of human
rights for Russian Jewry combined to make the theme of this
vear's Appeal meeting held in the Synagopue Hall,

Bernard Davis, presiding, introduced Hanna Levin, a Russian
Jewess recently arrived in Israel, who spoke of the pliht of Rus-
sian Jewry. especielly the Russian policy of victimising those JTews
who wished (o leave for Israel. A film was shown of the integra-
tion of a Russian family into the life of Israel.

Willie Creriler made the Appeal, and despite the economic
climate in the country, our members responded. the Treasurer, Dir,
D, Caplan, announcing that 63 members had pledged £26.147 and
the Kol Midre appeal for 1974 had produced £2 355, R.H

ia

ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 1975

The Annual Prize Distribution was held on Sunday, 20th July,
in the Synagogue Hall. Mr, I Brand was in the Chair and the
Guests of Honour were Councillor and Mrs, Sidney Grose.

In presenting his report as Superintendent of the Classes, the
Rev, 5. Venitl paid tribule to the lifetime’s service to the com-
munity of our guests, who had always shown a greal interest
in general civic affairs. The past year had been a pleasant one
for the Classes and the roll was unchanged in that some additions
had counterbalarced the previous redaction in numbers. It was
noteworthy thut although attendances had been pood, mid-week
afenders by their greaier effons had deserved special prizes. He
praised the work of his colleagues on the teaching staff: Drs.
Yenitt and Miss Ruth Forscher — in particular Miss Forscher had
mitinted a scheme for encouraging children to make regolar small
donationg in & spitit of charity and kindness. The collection had
raised o substantial sum which, at the pupil's wish, was o be
donated for Isracli war orphans and widows., Thizs waz an addi-
E{;nal project 1o the wsoal successful collection for Jewish Child's

Simce the new Ddrector of the London Board of Jewish
Religious Education had been appointed the classes had been
regularly inspected., with good reports, The Rev. Mr. Venitt
em]phhsmed the need for more children to attend synapogue regu-
larly so that they should see practised what they had been taught
in the classroom, Al the Festivals had been observed in the
Classes in the vsual wav, and there had been a Seder and a Purim
Party. Special services had been held st Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur. In cooclusion, he thanked those who had worked on
behalf of the Classes during the vear, the Ladies® Guild, and the
Classes Committee for their support.

Councillor Grose then addressed the gathering.  In his open-
ing remarks he said that for many years he and his wife had
attended such occasions as the present as parents and it was now
an opportunity fo resume links with old friends and fond memories,
There had been one enormous change in the Last ten vears, namely
that the roll of the Classes was now less than one-sixth of what
it had been then. There had been no significant decline in the
numbers receiving Jewish education in Greater London but o shift
in population to the outer suburbs, This presented problems for
those who remained, but he did not wish to speak of problems
but of the challenge of the situation 10 parents, teachers, and chibd-
ren who wish to ¢onlinue as a live Jewish community despite
dwindling numbers. There was a challenge 0 the teacher never
o be dizcouraged bl 1o confinue with unfailing devotion and
cothusinem, and here the influence of the Venitt and Forscher
families had heen tremendous. There was a challenge to parents
to eo-aoperale with the teachers in their endeavours and to enconrage

comtinnied our pepre 0
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Oxford and St. George's
West London Jewish Youth Centre

The Centre continues to enjoy o most suoccessful year, and in
terms of membership and range of activities is growing all the
tme. The number of members is now over two hundred and
fifty, although in the summer term attendances are reduced by
the additional call on members” time by the approach of summer
examinations for those at school or University.

In particular the younger age group ~f the Centre is thriving
and the enthusiasm of the members at the regular gatherings
on Sundays is very encouraging.  With the benefits of the summer
monseon season {at least when it bas not been raining], the Centre
has had the additional attraction of three newly installed hard
tennis ¢ourts, which have been completed on the adjoining part
of the site, for the use of members. It has not been possible to
make as exiensive use of these as was hoped at first. because the
surlace has 1o be allowed time to settle, but in Fuiure playing
seasons they will undeubtedly be very much in demand. The
courts are available to friends of the Cenire whether parenis are
membeers of ofherwise and further details are obtainable from
the leader.

Since the beginning of the year proposals have besn developed
for the formation of an adult group associated with the Centre
composed initially of parents of members. Moeetings have been
held at & pm. on the first Wednesday of each month and atten-
dances have been very good, with more than fiftv being present
on occasion.  The aim of the group i 10 use the facilities of the
Centre, including its equipment, at a time when no meeting is
held for Club members. A very popular feature has been “keep
fit” classes, which has produced a demand for more sirenuous
indoor games such as volley-ball and badminion, although for
the less energetic table tennis and the eoffee lounge facilities are of
course equally much in demand. The aim has been o run the
Group in s informal a wav as possible, 50 as to ensure that 1he
participanis have an enjoyable gathering and also that the Centre
rsell can rely on active support and encouragement of adulis regu-
larly associated with it Tt 18 not intended to be a fand-raising com-
miftee. although the adult supporiers have been very active in
organising ways of chtaining funds, including a summer Garden
Party. The help of the group members is very welcome and no
doubt thers are more people who may be interested in its activities,
Further information is available from the Chairman al ihe Centre,
Cawdor Crescent, W.T.

In common with all charitable organisations, the Centre is
obviously affected by the increase in running expenses and main-
temance costs caused by the spiralling inflation. While many
donors have been very generous, it s felt that there are no doubt

confinued on nexi pape
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ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION —continned frow poge 17

the children o attend the synagogue. Our children must respond
o fheir challenge as our torchbearers of the future, who need o
be equipped with knowledge, but it was for the community as a
whole to respond, as the teaching of the voung must have the
grealest claim on their energy and resources. In Hammersmith
there was the capacity (0 meet these challenges and to do so
successiully

There had been substantial achievements in the last twelve
monihs, as the inspector’s reports had shown, and this was most
creditable. In particular two pupils Tracey Kramer and Danielle
Lux, had passed the preliminary examination of the London Board.
All the popils had done well and he hoped that the pile of books
on the table would be twice as high next year.

After Mrs, Grose had presented the prizes, Miss R. Longhom,
the representative on the London Board, had the pleasant task of
thanking Councillor and Mrs. Grose for honouring them as their
guests and for presenting the prizes 5o graciously. She expressed
thanks to the Superintendent and the staff, the Ladies” Guild, and
the Classes Committee for their work during the year. It was
notewaorthy that Miss Forscher, a former pupil, was making such an
pulstanding comtnibution o the work of the reachers. In conclusion
Miss Longhomn praised the efforts of the children, who had all
worked hard and deserved the prizes awarded foday — a sentiment
which a well-attended gathering as well as the writer would heariily
cndorse. M. DV

CQXFORD & 5T, GEQORGE'S CENTRE—continued from page 18

many others who support the idea of an active and well-run centre
for Jewish youth who have not been associated with it previously.
It is hoped to re-double fund-raising efforts to match the
increasing demands of the time, and to this end a Variety
performance is being organised fo take plice in the autumn,
The plans have not yel been concluded but the occasion will be
publicised in the community and in the Press, and members are
urged 1o give it every support as a means of ensuring the continued
financial stabihity of the ire, and the furthering of its activiiies
on behalf of our young people. M. DV,

NAMES, NAMES | . —continued from page 16
as Kingsley Mirtin and Maleolm Muggeridge and which papers
they were going to and when !

Space allows only one more mention: Maoshe Shertok, in due
course Prime Minister of Israel, as Sharett. After he had Hebraised
his own name, while Foreign Secretary he was tafking to me
about it.  “Let’s see,” he said, “what can we turm “Shafresley’ into?
.1 know — you should be called ‘Shofet-sheli’ ["My judge’]! ™

Jous M, SHAFTESLEY




HAMMERSMITH & DISTRICT A.J.E.X.

The impartence of help 1o Soviet Jewry need hardly be stressed
o any Jew., We are all aware of the plight of our coreligionists
in the Soviet Union.

During the past few months our branch have adopied a
Jewish family who have applied to leave for Tsrael. This has
involved writing and making contact with them. In many cases
these Soviet Jewish applicants are deprived of their jobs and ofien
persecuted.  Our adoptee is the family Levinson. Unfortunately,
Sender Levinson was arrested and sentenced to six vears in a
strict-regime labour camp. His wife is Tsilia, and they have one
child, with another expecied shorily. Action is being taken by
non-fews as well as Jews to alleviate their sufferings and obtain
Sender Levinson's release,

On a happier note, we were pleased once again 1o offer our
services under the hospital scheme, when 13 of our members
volunteered at local hospitals to release staff on Christmas Day,
From the letters we receive there is no doubt that this service
15 very much appreciated,

As ex-Bervicemen pet older the need for wellare increases
amd takes on varied forms. Owur branch tekes part through its
representatives in assisting with the interviewing and advice to
those who apply at ATEX Head Office,

In June our NAWAC Committee organised another outing
for disabled ex-Servicemen 1o Brighton, where they were rovally
treated 1o supper and entertained by the Lady Ratlings af the
Metropole Hodel,

o mise money for numérous welfare activities this vear
we organised @ money draw. There are six prizes of £40 each
and one of £250 to be won during the vear.

TI'he annual parade for Jewish ex-Servicemen al the Cenotaph
was extremely well attended even nearly 30 years after the World
War. It is gratifying to know that we do not forget the unhappy
war years, For many wyears one of the siaunchest members of
the branch was our standard-bearer, Jack Langdon, His was not
an easy (ask and when he was called upon several times each vear
to attend functions, parades. or consccrations, he never [ailed
to do s0. We very much regret his inability through circumstances
nutside hiz control 10 continee with this work and we are sure
thut all those connected with the branch will want to convey 1o
him our sincerest grafifude for his untiring efforis.  We are at
present looking for a new stundard-bearer and if anv ex-Serviceman
would like to volunteer, we can assure him that this is a service
which will be much appreciated. Or mavhe the son of an
ex-Serviceman?

Finally, we are at present in process of organising a dinner
and ball at a popular venue and at a reazonable price, to be held

coriiinued on page 27

THE LADIES’ GUILD

(During International Women's Year)

It seems that no sooncr was our last Report in The Brook
than we realised that we were on the threshold of another year.

Cwur tasks are alwavs many, but the resulls are always gratify-
ing. Starting with the Succah decoration, followed by the Simchat
Torah Reception and Parcels for the Hospital, the Guild are called
upon for various forms of help even from non-Jewish societies.

Kiddushim arranged by the Guild were a source of revenue,
g5 we often were approached by members of the Community
having Simchot o provide o Kiddush,  We were also very
fortunate I receiving donations which enabled s (0 meel owr
manieappta]s and to provide refreshments for the Hebrew Classes
on their gal oecasions,

The Seder Service arranped by the Guild was held on the
first Seder Might and was greatly appreciaied by all those who were
present.

This vear being Inernational Women's Year, our first fund-
raising effort was & “Good as New Sale”. This was [ollowed in
April by our Supper/Card Evening and £352 was our final total.

At the Annual General Meeting we had az our Guoest Speaker
Mrs. Jean Caplan, J.P., who gave a most illuminating address to
launch “Women's Week",

Here a sad note muost be included, that of the death of our
past Secrefary, Mrs. Heleng Wynbergen, who had served the
Guild for 40 years, and the ladies present paid a silent tribuie
o her.

“Geranium Day Collection™ this vear reached our annual tar-
get, and the response from public and helpers alike was most
remarkable,

Plants for decorating the Synagogue for Shavooth were on
Ioan by a few ladies of the Guild from their own homes, as
ecconomy this year 15 the keviede, The second day Shavuoth was
Ladies® Guild Shabbat and the Kiddush was given by the Synagogne
in their honour,

The hostesses for the Association of United Synagopue Ladies”
Guilds Annual Supper during International Women's Year were
the Hampstead Garden Suburh Ladies” Guild, and severnl ladies
of our Guild atiended a most enpovable evening.

Our Commitiee Meetings are held every month in members
homes and the attendances are exceplionally good throughout
the vear, enabling us 1o pet down to constructive work.  'We have
several pew members this wyear and are alwavs delighted o
weloome many more.

Reeeccs Fox, Hon, Secrefary,
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HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Ax it has dope since Bz inceplion nearly 24 years ago, the
Club continues to give pleasure, guidance, and informabion o its
members, who look forward to the Wednesday afternoon meetings.
Our members have celebrated many of their Simchas with us,
one of the highlights being the Golden Wn:ddiug].mf our members
Mr. and Mrs. Stope, and the Silver Wedding of their daughier and
her husband, who, incidentally, were married in Hammersmith
Synagogue.

We have also enjoved many scaside outings, visits to the
theatre, and first-rate enteriainment al the Club provided by the
Local Authority. Once a month there is a game of Bingo.

We are much indeblzd o the Ladies’ Guild [or once again
arranging a Seder night for our members, when fhe Rev. Sam
Venitt and the Rev. 8. Forscher conducted the service, 1L was a
delightful family gathering, especially since most of those members
who atended live such lonely Lives and have so few pleazures.

I should like to pay tribuie to the ladies of my Commitles,
tr Mrs. Venitt and 1o Mrs. Forscher for their untiring efforts,
especially when we have Simchas. Also to Mr. Howard for hiz
help at all fimes.  Thanks are also due 1o the Board of Manage-
ment for allowing us the wse of the Holl snd its amenities.

Mew members will be welcome.

MLy Levy, Chairmai,

HAMMERSMITH WOMEN ZIONISTS

Hammersmith continues to operate in spite of 4 long strugale
tr keep o poing. We bave 35 pasd-up members.  Duoring
Womens Week, £115 was collected.

It costs £] per year 10 be a member. This 15 oo preat
sacrifice. I would welcome new members to this noble canse.

My telephone number iz 748 2727, T awail your call,

JEANIE CAPLAN.

West London Young Zionist Society

West London is a young and active society (affiliated to the
Federation of Fionist Youth) for youth betwesn the ages of 18
and 23 wvears, Our meelings, which are preceded by an Tvrit
lesson, include discussions, debates, puest-speakers, scavenger hunts,
amd dances. These fulfl the main aims of our movement, of
Tarbut {culiure and general knowledge of Izrael). Tumd-raising
and Alivah. We mest every Thursday evening at B30 in the
West Loodon area. So if you are free and would like 10 come
along please do not hesitate o contact Loaurence 998 67RD or
Paula 998 7180, Lifis can bhe arranged.

I2

JEWISH YOUTH STUDY GROUP

Mow well into its thirties, Stody Group must owe its longevity
te its attitude, like thar of the Galapagos tomoise, which pays
only a passing respect to its surroundings as it plods along, of
nob giving way to the prevalent trend towards assimilation among
Jewish youth.

Tin & recent survey it was shown that 709 of Jewish University
students have cul all links with their religion. Many of the
Youth Clubs now cater for only the socisl side, igooring the
cultural facets of Judaism.

Siudy Group, however, also sitempss to provide miellectuul
stimulation. There are nation-wide Groups which meet regularly
for programmes which inclede talks and discussions, and there are
also semioars, inferfunctions, amd schools, where members from
different Groups can get o know each other.

If you are between 14 and 17 and are interested in learning
more coniact

Boapy HILL, JEWISH YOUTH STUDY GROUPS,
Woburn House, Tavistock Square, London, NW.1L
Telephone: 01-387 3041/2

NEW YEAR GREETINGY FROM
HETTY & DAYID BALONOY
148, COMINGHAM ROAD, W.IZ
with their families
JOYCE & DAVID KIPNES, with

LIANE, IAN and DANIEL
OF LONG ISLAND, U5.A.

and

GLORIA DEANER, |.P., & JULIAN DEANER

with KATHARINE, ADAM & EMMA
OF 26 GREENHALGH WALK,
HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURR, N.2,
AND OF CANN, MELBURY ABBAS, DORSET,
AND OF HAMMERSMITH BROADWAY, W6,
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WALK FOR O.R.T.

For those of us who are members of O.R.T., the name O,R.T.
is sufficient to realise the full implications and ideals of a move-
ment in Jewish life dedicated to Jewish continuity and 10 Jewish
survival.

The letiers O.R.T. stand for Organisation for Rehabilitation
through Training. For millions of people the O.R.T. Progrumme
has meant salvation, has meant a way of life in the dignity of
creative self-sufficiency.

O.R.T. was started in St. Petersburg in 1880 by a group of
prominent Jews who had the vision to realise thai in times of
crisiz minorities without skills or manual crafls were doomed 1o
perish.  After the Russian Revolution and World War 1, O.R.T.
spread outwards over Europe and in 1921 became a world-wide
organisation.  Three days before the Yom Kippur War the
100,000th student graduated from an O.R.T. school in Isracl. In
both the Arab-Isracli War of 1967 and the Yom Kippur War over
a third of the trained technicians of the Israeli Army were O.R.T.
graduates,

O.R.T. is the largest vocutional iraining organisation in the
world, f2aching over 70 modern skills and crafts. The main 1ask
of British O.R.T. s 10 raise funds for the ever expanding work
in Istacl and other countries, In Israel the O.R.T. programme
bias been a great force in fashioning an army of skilled manpower,
building the nation and its economy, enhancing the nation's edu-
cational system, as well as helping to alleviale social problems
and bridging cultural gaps.

To support the work of O.R.T. you can become an individual
member or join @ local group that helps to raise funds. You
could support many of the aciivities organised by O.R.T. without
eveni boing & member,

The Roehampton Group are staging a Sponsored Walk for
young people aged up to about 13 years.  This would give young
people a chance 1o have a very pleasant afternocn and at the
same time raise money for a very worthy cause. The site chosen
is Barn Elms Stadium in Barnes SW.13. The date will be 5th
October and the time 2 pm. There will be prizes, celebrities,
refreshments. first aid, and ample parking space. Being in the
Stadium,. there will will be no dunger from traffic or the thought of
geiting lost. The laps are of a quarer-mile, so even the youngest
child will be able to participate.

We hope it will be a successful as well as a happy affernoon
but we do need walkers.  If you have any children, cousins, nicces
or nephews, grandchildren, who would like to join the walk I
should be grateful if you would contzct Mrs, Margueritte Woolfe,
telephone B76 2082, or mys=elf at 743 2920, and we shall gladly

give [urther details.
JANE HODES,

PORTRAIT OF A RIGHTEOUS STRANGER

It was on his nineteenth hirthday that the world changed
for William Longhorn. Up to that time he had led the normal
life of a provincial lad of working-class background. His parents
came from the Isle of Wight and at the time of ber marriage his
mather was houwsekeeper to Canon Jellicoe, the brother of the
Admiral, while his father worked in the dockyard at Portsmouth.
Willlam was the second child and eldest son and, in common with
most children of his generation and nominal Protestant faith, he
and his sister and brothers atlended whichever church or chapel
gave the best Christmas treat. The Longhom family were not
great believers in organised religion but the children were brought
up to lead quiet, disciplined lives and 10 do whatever good came
tor their hand.

William was a clever boy and his brilliance at mathematics
made his teachers hope for a university place but in the early
vears ol this century scholarships were hard 1o come by and it
wis not possible for his parents to maintain him through an
academic career and so be left school at fourteen and went to
work in the office of a local bookmaker. By the time he was
nineteen he was virtoally running the office and, if fate had not
inlervenad, it iz likely that he would have lived his life out in
Fortsmouth. married a local girl, and apart from the marriage
ceremony. would not have entered a place of worship except for
weddings and funerals. Howewer, on 31st Tuly 1912 he met
Lilian Solomon and the whole aim of his life changed direction.

In those days there was a Jarge Jewish community in Ports-
mouth. consisting mainly of naval mailors, oufitters and ghiop-
kecpers. Relations with the gemeral population were very pood
and the Jewish boys and girls mixed freely at dances and clubs
with the non-Tewish youngsters. There was, however, very litile
INLECMAITiage,

Lilian was a beautiful girl with lovely hair and eyes (in later
years a photographer was to win a gold medal for a study of her
which he entitled “Type of Jewish Beauty'). Her father was o
naval tailor and, as the cldest daughter, she helped in the work-
shop. She was slightly older than William, and had refused
more thin one offer of marrisge, The Solomon fa mily were strictiy
orthoedox and fully involved in the life of the Portsmouth Jewis
CcOmumumny.

At first William was just another of the non-Jewish men that
she denced and talked with but gradually a stronger feeling deve-
loped. However, when he proposed she refused him, giving her

igion as an insurmountable obstacle, She never forgot  his
answer: “If an obstacle is unsurmountable be sure that there is
a way round or under.”  When William told her that he professed

continued on nexi page




A RIGHTEOUS STRANGER—comtinued from previous page

no religion amd had never been confirmed into the Established
Church, a5 be could not accept the dogma of the virgin birth,
Lilian arranged for him to talk to her parents and, having discussed
the situation thoroughly. the voung couple approached the Rev,
Isaac Philips, minister of the Portsmouth Hebrew Congregation,
with a view 10 William becoming a proselyte. MWothing that Mr.
Philips, and later the Beth Din, could put forward served o
dissuade William and he embarked on a long and intensive ¢ourse
of study that resulted in his being accepted into the Jewish Faith
in 1914. On 28h December Q.Fihai vear William and Lilian
wore married in the Portsmouth Synagogue. Tt speaks volumes
for the inherent goodness of both s21s of parents that they became
good friends for the rest of their lives and neither of the young
people lost the love and respect of their parents and parents-in-law,

After the Armistice of 1918 William and Lilian moved to
London and shortly after joined the Bayswater Synagogue, Willinm
took his responsibilities very seriously and although the nature of
his business forced him to work on Saturday his office was always
closed on Yomtovim. On more than one occasion the Day of
Atonement coincided with an imporiant sporting eveat for which
there was considerable business prior to the date. At 430 pm.
on the eve of the Day of Atonement William passed all his
commitments for the following day to another fitm so that he
would not have any thoughts of loss or gain to spail his concen-
tration while in synagogue. Many of his Jewish customers would
wart him that closing s office would resoli in losing him business
but his only reply was that he “would make his fortune a day
later.” In sctual fact, his non-Jewish customers heartily respected
his principles.

No appeal ever went unheard —indeed, William had only
to hear of a need anywhere and he immediately began 10 work
out how he could help. He was an essentially level-headed and
calm character and many a troubled soul was assisted by his prac-
tical advice and quiet goodness, It was never possible for him
to donate thousands of pounds o charity but he did good almosi
by stealih, A worthwhile cavse would receive his contribution
on the condition that his name appeared in no list of “patrons™
and it was a matter of routine that, if he had what he termed a
“good week,” the cheques to his winning clients were not the
only ones that were dispatched on Sunday, but another half-dozen
or =0 would be senl io varous organisations: whose aims he
supported, Tt must be noted that in all these activities Lilian
wis his enthusiastic helper. In all her married life there were
comparatively few times that she had her home to herself —
there was usually some member on one or other side of the
family. temporarily down on his luck. staying for a few days
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(or monihs) or even fodal sirangers who bappened (o meet either
Willian or Liisn and were taken in for the odd night or two,

In 1938, when the shooung of lhe Gefman eavoy in Paris
sparked off a particularly vicious pogrom in Germany, i was
Wiliam who demanded, ana got, a special meeting at the Bays-
wiler Sypagogue wiuch resulted in quite & number of German
Jews bemng oroughe over 1o England. He and Lilian were instru-
mental in oblaiming visas [or u married couple who shared their
nome until they were able to get a place ol beir own. To this
day the nusband of this couple writes 0 William's daughler on
every anniversary ol the date of their armival in England &
“lhank you’ that is sull beanielt after thirty-six vears.

After the Second World War the Longhorn famiiy moved o
Chiswick and joined the Hammersmith Synagogue.  Lilian became
involved with the work of W.LZ.O. and Wilbam actively supported
her in every fund-raising effort for Lsrael. Always a lover of
music, his greatesi pleasure, as he grew obder, was the collection
of records of liturgical singing and he would sit for hours listening
to fine examples of Chazanuth,

As 1957 began William, whe had always enjoved pood
health, was ill with pneumonin and never really recovered his
strength. It was not until the very end that the actual cause of
his ilincss was diagnosed and on the Friday evening before his
unexpected death on the following Monday he came from bed
in his dressing-gown in order to make Kiddush for his wife and
daughter. He died guietly, as he had lived, on 13th May, 1957.
He left no great fortune, enly the worth of a good name and a
fine example. Someone once asked him what was his guiding
principle, as a Jew, in his contacts with non-Jews, His reply
was “To conduct myself so that those with whom 1 deal, who
may have no other knowladpe of Jews, will be ted (o think that
if Bill Longhorn is a Jew they must be a decent lot.” He was a
simple man, who saw the simple truths of good and evil, and
[ am proud 1o scknowledge that my father, William Longhomn,
wus truly a “righteous stranger.”

R.L.

AJEX —vontinwed frow page M)

on January 24th nexi,

We ask only cne thing. That local Jewish ex-Servicemen
and women support our Hammersmith branch of ATEX. I you
wianl o have thal rewarding feeling as an active worker we
should be pleased to welcome you, If you can't manage that,
then phone Bertie Bankover (743 513%) and we'll enrol you as
& member, B

v




The King, the Queen, & the Queen’s Brother

We believe that we live in an age of viclence, of conlron-
tation. sod of Women's Righis. We also tend to helieve that this
iz very modern.  Th: writer hopes that 1 will be of some interest
tor turn back the pages of our history and comsider some happen:
ings of two thousand vears ago,

O period 15 that of the Hasmonean dynasiy, whose first
king wos Simon (141-135 BCE). the last surviving son of Mattathias
{Daily Prayer-Book, p. 5331 The King in our title is Simon's
grandsrm, Alexander Jannaeus, who reigned from 104-78 BCE.
Alexander Jannaeus devioded his life to extending. by war, the
boundaries of his kingdom of Judea, Although he succeeded
temporarily in achieving his ambition, it was done at a terrible
cost in lives lost im battles and sicges.

The two biggest parties in the kingdom were the Sadducees
{mainly the Court and the aristocracy) and the Pharisees (mainly
the religious and the popular pariyh. The King supporied ihe
Sadducees, while the Pharisees were often =0 harshly treated that
the country was for years in a state bordering upon civil war.

Alexander Janna¢us was not only King bat also High Priest
and the Talmud relates that while he was offering the Water
Libation during the Feast of Tabernacles he allowed the water
to run over his feet. This was done to show his contempt of
the Pharisaic ceremony and to show his affinity with the Sadducees.
The people present were so incensed that they pelted him with
the citrons {ethrogim) which they carried in accordarce with the
customs of this festival. The King cavsed his mercenaries to he
Saqtmt!nnd and there and then many thousands of Pharisees were
&lain,

Alexarder Jannzeus died in the year 78 BCE and by his last
will and testament he entrusted the reing of government to his
wife Salome Alexandra (78-69 BCE) and not to either of his
two sons.  This last political act of the King was his wisest, for
the Queen fully justified the confidence placed in her.

She succeeded in quieting the internal dissensions in the
kingdom without detriment to the position of the Jewish State
m the outside world. She opened negotiations with the leaders
of the Pharisees and allowed these exiled leaders to return.
Pharisees were (aken as counsellors and the Sadducess ware pacified
by getting them to man and command the less impoerant fortified
cities on the frontiers of the kingdom. In this way they were
withdrawn from the capital, Jerusalem, and confrontation between
the parties was avoided.

Rabbinic legend magnifies the prosperity Judea enjoved dur-
ing the ning yvears of Alexandra’s reign and the period was looked
back upon us the “Golden Ape of Peace and Prosperity”, It was
said that during her reign the fenility of the soil was so great
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THE KING, THE QUEEN-—continued from previows page
that grains of wheat grew as large as kidney beans, oats as large
as olives, and lentils as large as gold denari, She was the only Jewish
Oueen regnant with the exception of the usurper Athaliah, who
ruled the Kingdom of Judah for six vears nearly eight centuries
before Salome Alexandra (See IT Kings, chap. xi).

One of the Quesn's counscliors was her brother Simeomn,
the son of Shetach (Ethics of the Fathers, chap 1. Mishnah 8,
Daily Prayer-Book, p.252). He was insirumental in introducing
2 number of important reforms, the most important of which
was in education.  Before Simeon's time there were no children’s
schools in Judea, The instruction of children was, according 1o
Biblical precept, left to their fathers. Simeon ordered that schools
be established in larger cities in which the young might receive
mstruction in the Holy Scriptures as well as in the traditional
knowledge of the law. He can thus be truly called the founder
of the system of school education for the young. For this act
alope his name deserves to be held in reverence for ever.

Nevertheless, all in all, how little have things changed during
two thousand years. HSE.

J. SAMUEL & SON

JAMES SAMUEL 1797-1866

MEMORIALS & RENOYATIONS

All work under the personal supervision of
Mr. Louis M. Samuel, a direct
descendant of Haham Moses Cohen D'Azevedo

SIDNEY STREET, LONDON, EI 2EH

Telephone: 01-247 5181 /4256




KIMCHE - As a Biblical exegete

Duvid Kimche (1160-1235), who was distinguished in many
ficlds, wrote commentaries on Chronicles, all the Prophets, Psalms,
and Genesis. He was not only a Biblical exegete but also a public
expounder of the Scriptures, a “Darshan™. This influenced his
siyle, which is often repetitious and fFengthy, and led him 1o
comment on many verses which seem hardly to call for clucidation.

Radak (as Kimche as often called) often quotes Thn Ezra and
also his own father (Joseph). He also used many other sources,
a5 may be seen from the references and quotations in his works
For instance, on Judges 6-19 he refers to a “machberet” of Ben
Asher. Also, he drew extensively on Talmudic and midrashic
literature, and he nomes authorities like Saadva Gaon, Samuel
HaMagid, and Ibn Gabirol, whose works he knew in Arabic.  One
of Kimche's chiel characteristics is that he collected interpretations
of all Bible commentators who had preceded him. It was he
who gave order with great exactness to the findings in Hebrew
grammar of Hayyuj and Thn Janah, Sometimes, however, he
offers an original interpretation, and he shows great knowledgs
of every kKind of Jewish learning: philology. grammar, mideagh,
law and philosophy.

Living in Provence, Kimche was influenced by the two distinet
“schools™ of Jewish culture, the French nnd the Spanish.  French
Biblical exegesis in the main transmitted the materinl derived
from the Talmed and Midrashim, whereas prammatical and
philological considerations are secondary, In Spain, on the other
hand. beginning with Saadya, there had emerged distinguished
grammarians and philologists who greatly influenced Kimche's
EXCEEss.

This emphasis upon grammar and philology in Biblical
exegesis is part of a reaction to the Karaite movement. For
Karaites refected the authority of Rabbinical traditions and asser-
ted that the only avthority for the religious life was in the plain
text of the Bible. In their controversy with the Karaites, Saadya
and his successors adopted the Karaites' own emphasis on the
“Peshat™ (the plain sense of the text) ns against the “Derash™
(the midrashic interpretation of the text) and upon grammar and
philology. In his adherence to the Peshat and his grammatical
and textual comments, Kimche is moch influenced by these anii-
Kataites in Spain. Kimche was, however, also influenced by the
carlicr Rahbinic exegesis. He guotes more frequently from the
Rabbinic sources than any other commentator, even though they
consist mainly of “derash™ as distinct from “peshal™,

Sometimes he disaprees with traditional Rabbinic interpreta-
tion, but he shows greal respect for Rabbinic iradition. For
instance, on Judges 11-31 he suggests that Jephtha fulfilled his
vow not by literally sacrificing his daughter but by her being
“given 1o the Lord™ —— ie., by her not being allowed 1o marry.
Kimeche comments: “So jt seems o me according to the plain

coninued on Rext paoe
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Bridegrooms of the Law

We are happy 1o announce that our Chasanim this year
will be Mr. Nathan Gordon and Mr. Peter Wender.

Mr. Gordon. a very respected member of our congregation,
has been mssociated with our synagogue for many years. He iz
an ardent supporter of the JLA. Apart from tha, he answers
any calls mode upon him for charity, and he and Mrs. Gordon
are often to be seen al functions. He is also a regular supporter
of Minyan.

Mr. Wender was married in our symagngue, and he and
Mrs. Wender have just celebrated their Pear] Wedding anniversary.
For some vears Peter Wender was a member of the Board of
Munagement, and would never refuse a call for Minyan when he
was residing nearer to the synagogue. He and Rosetta have
supported many charities, For some years they played a very
active part on the Norwood Commitiee, and currently Mrs, Wender
is 3 leading member of the Ladies' Guild, which she represents on
the Board of Management and House Committes.

KIMCHE—cowtinued from previous page

sense of the verses, but if it is a tradition of the Sages [that Tephtha
offered up his daughter as a sacrifice]. then we should accept it.”

Somelimes, however, Kimche adopts a rather critical approach
not consonant with his usual orthodoxy, For instance, he explains
Keri and Ketiv as due to the break in tradition during the first
exile and the consequent variant readings found in different munu-
scripts afier the exile. One reading was accepted for the main
text, and the other put in the margin,

More indirect influence of (he Rabbinic sources on Kimche
can be seen in many comments and discussions in his works. He
iz in accord with the Rabhinic view that the Oral Law was given
to Moses at Sinai and thus governed the life of Ancient Tsrael
as well as the Pentateuchal Law, The Rabbis also showed great
respect for Israel’s leaders in history and tended to explain away
their sins, Thus Kimche explains Samson’s marriage with a
Philistine woman ({contrary to the Biblical injunction against
intermarriage) by assuming that Samson converted her,

Parallel expressions, giving rise to synonymous words and
repetitions, tended to suggest homiletical interpretations o the
Rabbis. Kimche, however, usually explains parallelism by some
such formula as: “he repeats the meaning with different words”,
Yei he also sometimes gives a Mideashic explanation.  For
mstance, Psalm cxxviii,], “Blessed is every one who fears the
Lord™: that is, the person who is careful 1o observe the negative
commandments.  “Who walks in His ways": ie., the person who
performs the positive commands,

Kimche was very concerned to prevent the use of the Bible
in support of Christian teaching, and especially when interpreting
the Psalms he attacked Christian theology. Fioma Yorrey,
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TRIBUTE TO A DOCTOR

On Thursday, 17th April. I had a telephone call from the
Rev. T. Morley, Church of England Chaplain at Hammersmith
Haoapital. He told me that a Dr. Harold Katz had died an the
early age of 29. Subsequently, several members of the staff in the
Obstetrics Depariment, to which he had been anached as o
Regisirar, had approached the Professor and requested that a
Memorial Service be held so that they could pay tribuie o a
very fine colleague. As Dr. Katz was an Orthodox Jew, it was
thought best that T as Jewish Chaplain organise it. T called on
the Professor and suggested that the tribute take the form of a
Prayer Meeting held in the Department’s Lecture Hall, that he
give the address, and that the Rev. T. Morley and the Rev. Fr.
F. Wahle, the Roman Catholic Chaplain, participate.

This truly ecumenical event took place on 23rd April.  Apart
from mysell, there was onlv one other Jew, a friend from Bart's,

In introducing the service. I expressed my personal thanks
e all present for demonstrating in so eloquent a manner the
universal esteem and affection in which Dr, Katz had been held

Professor 1. C. McClure Browne, in his address, spoke very
movingly of Harold Kaiz, whom he had sponsored,  Among other
things he sud: “Harold Katz, in whose memory we are meeting
today, came here in September of last year from Professor Van
Dongen’s Department at Witwatersrand University in Johannes-
burg, where he graduated. Ewen st that early stuge he showed
cofisiderable promise. being awarded the prize in Obstetrics and
Gynaccology in his final year, He was the first South African
holder of our exchange registrar post linked to Johanneshare,

“Though somewhat shy, be soon showed himsell to be a
most likeable man.  All of us who worked with him found Tim
to be a highly imtelligent colleague who worked hard and had a
fine sense of humour. He showed a warm humanity to his
patients.

“He never showed that he was studying hard, but in JTanuary
of this year he zat and passed the Membership Examination of
tha Royval Collepe of Gynascology at his first agempt, achieving
a very high mark, for which he was awarded the Gold Medal
of the South African Council of the ROOG.

“Ouiwardly he was a happy soul, bui did nof wear his heart
on his sleeve and did not show his deeply felt sorrow ai the
recent death of his father, though in Jewizh families ves are
espectally sirong. Harold Kaiz's death on Tih Apnil came as a
sudden shock to all his friends and colleagues here,

Tt is a measure of the affection and very high opmion in
which we held him that the idea of bolding thiz interdenomina-
tional service arcse quite spontaneously, and we are grateful to
the Rabbi, Rev. Mr. Vemtt, for making this possible.”

Sam YVEMITT.
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ORGANISATIONS

{and addresses for inguiries)

Hammersmith Syma
mg in the m

Ladies” Guild, Meeis first Toesday even-
in members’ homes, Tel, G003 493§,

Hammersmith Synagogue Parents” Assn, Hon. Sec.: Mra. 8. Verby
45 Kane Gardens Mansions, 5.W.6. Tel, 736 3731,

Wednezday in the
vy, 212 Goldhawk

Hamunersmith Friendship Club. Meeis &
Synagogue Hall, Chatrman: Mrs. FL M.
Foad, W.12 Tel. T43 3276,

Hamumersmith ond District YWomen's Sionist Society,
Inquirics to Mrs, Jennie Caplan, Tel, T48 2727,

Hammersmith, Shepherd's Bush & Chelsen District Defence Com-
mittee {pnder the awspices of Bourd of Deputies of Breitish
Jews). Inquiries at Jewish Board of Deputies, Woburn House,
Upper Wobirn Place, W.C.1.

Hammersmith and West Kensingtom Branch of the Norwood
Charity Trust, Representative: Miss J. Lichtblau,
5 Fraser House, Green Dragon Lane, Brentford, Middx,

West London Jewish Youth Centre Sponsecing Committee, Fum-
© memmith Representative: Dr. C. B. Hodes, 1 Ashchurch Ter.
Askew Road, W12,

West London Yoomg Fionist Socketv. Hono Seco; Miss Pauly
Grnldberp. Tel. 998 71640,

Jewish Lads® Brigade — For Information: Brigade Secretary:
28, 51, Jlohn's Wood Road, N W.E, Tel. 286 8632,

Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men and Women (Hammersmith
and District Branch). Hon, Sec.: Mr. A, S. Bankower, 47
Emlyn Road, W.12. Tel, 743 5139,

Hammersmith and West Kensingeton Syigrogee Library, Hon, Soc
and Librarian; Miss R, Longhorn, 24 Linkenholi Mansions,
Won, Tel. 748 8577,

Jewish Youth Study Groups — West Lon’on  Branch.
Inguirses - 997-3717.
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