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MINI-SERMON
THE PARADOX OF COMMUNICATION
By the Rev, 5. VENITT, B.A.

We live in an age of remarkable communication, but are we
being drown closer (ogether?  Wherever we turm, we wilness this
paradox.

Mews iravels in seconds. We resd news, hear it, and see it
while it is sfill new. We have more books printed, idens ex s
conferences held, than al any time in recorded history.  Yet with
all this communication, education, and exchange, nations are not
drawn closer together,

Thisz i2 no less true of the state of affairs in Jewish life,
Throughout the ages, without telephone, wireless, television, and
telestar, Jews had contact, commuomication, and singular identifi-
cation. There was never any oeed to gquestion the relatonship
between one Jew and another, or one group of Jews and another,
The very concept of being a Jew spelled ot a relationshp,

Todav, on the family level, it i3 much easier for boy to meet
girl. We have pre-marital courses. marmage counsellors, fumily
guidance centres, and books and courses on marital happiness,
hut even in Jewish circles the number of broken marriages amd
divorces has risen dramatically

Az for Tewish education, technigues of teaching have advanced,
equipment has improved, vet Jews are Tess anxious about Tewish
learning than ever before. Why is it?

AN IDEAL ABOJOVE SELF

Is it not perhaps that the generations of the past regarded
being Jews as an wdeal above self, and their bonds with their
people, with their families, and with Jewish culture, as bonds of
dedication? Is it not that they were prepared fo sacrifice their
own selves in the interests of that ideal?

Today it would seem that self has emerged as the centre of
interest, and anvihing that interferes with it must be pot azide. To
the Jew, education was the way of God. Torah was the best
merchandise.  “Scienfific knowledge,” say Maimonides, iz the
handmaiden of Torah, with which better to know God.”  Educa-
tton for the Jéw was a necessity to hift the self bevond itzell,  Bui
when the self s all-imporiant, education is specialised and profes-
sionalised, with the result that there is better communication but
not betiter integration.  You can have new machines but if the
men behind them do not co-operate, machines will not work.

The Jewish age-obd answer (o all ihese issves iz Torah, Torah
unites Jews, Torah unites families. Torah inspires education and
integration of the seff before the greater ideal — the Service of
Crod.

The santed Rav Chaim Sonnenfeld once noted  thar,
although science can chemically duplicate the mother’s milk,

continwed on page 10



e,

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL
WEDDINGS

The following marriages were solemnised at the Synagogue
during the course of the vear:

Arie YAHALOMI to Jecqueline Susan LIPMAN

Cyril Alfred LEE to Susan Frances GREENMAN

Paul David APPFLEBY to Phyllizs Rosalind REDFEEN

Shelomo MADMOUN (o Grazia ANTIBI

Ferderick James THOMPSON-GLAZER o Tlona JAFFE

Michzel John GOODMAN to Janst LEVY

Robert Edward SYMONS to Barbara Lynn LEWIS

To those above, and o all members and their famjlies who
had celebrations during the vear, we extend warmest feliciiations

and good wishes.
BARMITZVAHS
Michasl COWAN Simon BENNETT
Michasl FOREMAN
HEW MEMBERS
A hearty welcome is extended to the following. who joined

the W during the past year;
. . 8. Sirkin Mr. Mervyn Beth

Mr. E. Mathan Mrs, R. Smith
Mr. T. Dien Mrs. B. Arram
Mrs. B. Meltz Miss I, J. Mirwitch

Misz R. I. L. Longhorn Mr. and Mrs. J. Finkleman
Mr. M. L. Isaacson

Bridegrooms of the Law

It is the aim of the “powers that be"” to choose the Chatanim
Ilr:m among those who are celebrating some special occasion during

year.

In recent times this has been achieved, culminating in last
year's “pair” — the Brands and the Bankowers, who each celeb-
rated their Silver Wedding.

We have been forfunate this year o be able 1o continue this
I:clmmnt practice, as we have iovited the Rev. Sam Venitt, B.A, —

and Mrs. Venitt are celebrating the 25th anniversary of their
advent in Erql:n:d%m:u — o act anl:hcl‘:rtan Enmh.hand Mr. H.
Sharpe — he rs. are ce ting the 40th anniversa
ﬁmdrudmn'g—mmmwmﬂmsﬁh. <

This is indeed a great occasion for the Svnagogue, who owe a
debt of gratitude to both “pairs™ — 1o the Venitts for the untiring
and devated “ministration™ they have given to Hammersmith and
to the Sharpes for their unsparing and conscientious “wardenship™
OVEr many Vears.

We know that the congregation will endorse our choice and
we look forward to your support and attendance in Synagogue
during the whole of the Festive scason and especially at the annual
mﬂni which will be held in the Synagogue Hall on Sunday,

rB.

Our Minister's Silver Jubilee

The Rev. 5. VENITT s Devoted Service

This year has seen the completion of 25 years of devoted
service 1o the Hammersmith Synagogue by our well-loved Minister,
the Rev. Sam Venitt, and his dear wife, Rifka,

Sam Venitt was educated at Coopers’ Company School, where
he was head boy and where he was awarded a Gibson Leaving
Exhibition. During this time he also studied at the Yeshiva Etz
Chaim. He then entered Jews' College and graduated with a
B.A. Hopours degres from London University.

He soon distingnished himself as a Ministerial Officer attached
to the Jewish Lads’ Brigade and Hutchison House Boys" Club,
and became assistant in welfare work to the Jate Miriam Moses.

His first appointment was as Student Minister to Hampstead
Synagogue, and at the same time he was also Ministerial Officer
10 the Morth-West Jewish Youth Club.

After leaving Hampstead, Sam Venitt became leader of the
Jews' Free School Boys' Club and in 1938 went as Minister (o the
Finsbury Park District Synagogue. One important activity during
this period deserves special mention.  He started a for
teaching English to refugees, where many notable European Jews
were among his pupils. This school was eventually recognised
and taken over by Bloomsbury House, .

i b G gl s el

. In this capacity he ¥ oo ] -
ﬁmﬁﬂ of the community. Many members still recall with
affection and respect the Rev, and Mrs. Sam Venift'’s service to
Wembley.

AT HAMMERSMITH

This brings us io the year 1946, when Sam Venilt took up
his appointment as Minister to the Hammersmith Synagogue. Our
members were then either living out of London or were still in
the Armed Forces. There were hardly any children in the classes,
and synagogue organisalions werc practically non-existent. Stead-
ity the number of children in the classes grew until at one stage
Hammersmith was the regional classes centre for the area, with
180 children on its roll.  With the help of a small group of devoted
members, flourishing organisations were soom established. Sam
Venitt was instrumental in creating the Western Area Jewish
Centre, which fostered social activities in the community and in
particular helped the vouth clubs. September 1947 saw the first
igsue, at the instigation and under the editorship of Mr. Venitt, of
the synagogue’s magazine The Brook, which now completes 15
vears of continuous publication.  This period also saw the develop-
ment of the Norwood Committee into a very flourishing body under
outstanding lay leadership. At the same time, a Friendship Club

continued on page 5




Mr. & Mrs.
JOSEPH L. GODFREY

take the opportunity to
wish all relations,
friends
and
all the congregation

Happy New Year

R MINISTER'S JUBILEE—vcomtinsied from pepe 3
was bepun which has become a model of all a Friendship Club
should be and which is this year celebrating 1ts 2150 hirthday.

In great measure it was due to S3am Venitt’s influence that
Hummersmith developed into a huarmonious, non-quarrelsome
COn tion and we are prowd o say that this harmonious atmos-
phere s immediately noticcable is something that strikes all
VESILOTE 10 OUr Services.

Sam Venitt has held many offices among local organisaiions.
To mention bat a few, he has been Chairman of the West London
Fionist Society and Chaplain 10 Wormwood Scrubs Prison,  Cur-
rently he is President of the Hammersmith Friendship Club, in
which he takes an active interest, a member of the Hammersmith
Borough Youth Committee, and & manager of the Solomon Wolfson
Jewish School. He is held in the highest esteem by the officers
and officials of the local Town Hall and has also worked in close
gssociation with them on all matters of joint interest. He has
alsp engaped in o considerable amount of public relations work
with non-Jewish groups. Many parties have visited the synagogue.
He also lectures regularly 1o nurses’ training classes in Hammer-
smith Hospital on Judaism, with particular reference to the Jewish
patient in hospital. For many years he has taken a personal inter-
gzt in Jewish children in a number of local pon-Jewish

We must mention how much Sam Venitt has been helped in
his ministry by his dear wife, Rifka, who has been such a tower
of strength to him and indesd 10 everyome conmected with the
Synagogue. She has helped every organisition and has gerved on
many COmimiiiees,

First and foremaost is her work on behalf of the Ladies’ Guild
and in the field of hospital visitation, where her many kindnesses
will always be remembered,  When Sam Venitt first came to
Hammersmith his children were very young and Maleolm — the
youngest — had not yet been born, Each child in tum became
imbued with the family tradition of service to the community and
each plaved his or her full part in the educationul and club life
of the junior members of the Synagogue.

Sam Venitt is this year our Chatan Torah and we look forward
to something special at our Simchat Torah Dtlcbﬂt'lﬂﬂﬁ-Hﬂ
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BESSIE APFEL

wishes her dear children, grandchildren, g“mf}h minisiers, and
members of the Hammersmith Ladies' Guild ard Friendship
Clich, a very happy and peaceful New Year.

14 Clarendon Court, Staverion Road, Willesden, N.W.2.
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS

The Hon Officers and Board of Management extend their
Compliments and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year o all
Members of the Congregation and their Families.

The Reverend ana Mrs. 5. Venitt and Family wish 10 convey
their sincere wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 1o the
Honorary Officers, to the Board of Management, relatives, friends,
and members of the Synagogue,

The Reverend and pars. Samuel Forscher and Ruth wish to
convey their warmest greetings for the New Year to the Honorary
Lhncers, 1o the Board of Mapagement, and o all members of Lhe

ation and their families,

Mr. and Mrs. M. Fricamann and Faonly wish (o convey their
most cordial wishes o the Congregauon for a Happy and Healthy
Mew Year.

Mr. and Mrs. P. Howard send their compliments to all the

on.
~ Sincerest good wishes for the New Year are exiended to the
Ministers. Honorary Officers, the Board of Management, and all
congregunts, relatives and friends by:
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Abrahamson and Malka, 15 Hammer-
smith Broadway, W.6,
Mrw.;u:l Mrs. M. A. Amiss and Family, 38 Barons Keep,
A4,
Mr. and Mrs. David Arram, Adrienne and Raymond, 7
Blenheim Road, W4,
Mr, and Mrs. M. Angelus, % Addison Gardens, W. 14,
Mrs, Patricia Asher, “Chimneys,” Regal Way, Kenton, Harrow,
Mrwe:nﬁd Mrs. A. 5. Bankover and Family, 47 Emlyn Road,
Mrs. Ecca Bash, 60 Fiiz George Avenue, W.14,
Mr. and Mrs. H. Bayes and Familv, 72 Quickswood, N.W.3,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Beim, “Tara,” Coombe Ridings, Kingston
Hill, Surrey.

D, F .‘l' Benesd, 8 Atherton Road, 5.W.13.

Marjorie, Leonard, Mervyn, and Karen Beth, 145 Camelot
Close, King Arthur's Way, Andover, Hants,

Mrs, M. Bozer, 70 MNetheravon Rosd, W.4-

]'n.w!l'.rhi a#d*ms. H. Brandon, 22 Raffies House, Bramplon Grove,

Rebecca and Basil Benzimra and Family, 48 Pensford Avenue,

m Gardens, F.Jnlu:s'lEnnruj:L Surrey.
. Frances Bourne, rove End House, 5t, John's ‘Wood

Road, N.W.8.

Joy and Jeflery Brand, 73 Barons Keep, 'W.14.
Ray and Jack Canier, 15 Bush Court, Shepherds Bush, W.12.
Mrs, J. Caplan, 255 Latymer Court, W.6.

vontinwed on poge 7

NEW YEAR GREETINGY —continued from puge &

Dr, snd Mrs. M. D. Caplan and Family, 54 South Parade,
W,

Mr. and Mrs. M. Cohen, % Charcroft Court, Minford Gardens,
W.id,

Mrz, Rose Cohen, 91 Brook Green, 'W.b,

Mr. ond Mrs. Jack Colling, 20 Hamlet Court, London, W.6,

Me, and Mrs. Frank Cowan, 32 Bloemfontein Boad, 'W.12,

Dr. and Mrs, Jack Cowan, 22 Granard Avenue, 5.W.15.

Roger and Bianca Curus, Kinross, 13 Coombe Lane-West,
Ki on [ Thames, Surrey.

Mrs, 5. Cutler, 288 Laiymer Court, W.b,

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Davis, 18 Palace Mansions, W.14.

Mr. ond Mrs. 5 DeVioes and Family, 52 Arundel Mansions,
R

Mr. and Mrs, George Evine and Family, 120 Oakwood Court,
W.l4.

Dr, and Mrs. A M. Filer, 3 Bush Road, W.6

D, and Mrs, David Filer and Daughters, Warwick Lodge,
Warwick Dene, W5,

Clive and Irepne Fox, Robert and Kate, 17 Canons Drive,
Edgware, Middlesex,

Mr. and Mrs. E. Franks and Family, 54 Barons Keep, W.14.

Dy, and Mrs, L. Freeman and Family, 20 The Dnve, N.W.11.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gold and Family, 111 Barons Keep,
Barons Court, W.14.

Mrwaind Mrs. H. Gelpsman and Family, 45 Caithness Road,

NN

Mr. and Mrs, George Green, 19 Ashfield Boad, Acton, W.3,

Dr. and Mrs. B. D. Gross, 35 Corringway, London, W5,

Miss C. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Street, 5.%.6.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Halfin and Family, 32 Grapand Avenue,
Puiney, 5.W.15.

Mr. M. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Streer, 5.W.6.

Mrs, J. Huarris (Chonster), 84 Western Avenuve, Acton, 'W.3,

Mrs. Amy Hart, 535 North End House, W, 14,

Dr. and Mrz. F. Himmelweit, 154 Oakwood Courl, W.14.

Dr. and Mrs. Cyril Hodes, Angela and Philip, 1 Ashchurch
Terrace, W.12.

ﬂriyﬂnd Mrs. Frank Hodes and Family, 7 Oakwood Court,

14

Mrs, Minna Katits-Springer, § Bolingbroke Road, W.14.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Krantz and Familv, 66 Rosemont Road,
West Acton, WAL

Mr, and Mrs. J. Kurzman, 35 Suffolk Hoad, 5.W.13.

Adelaide and Jack Langdon, 107 Perrvn Road, W3,

Mrs, E, Larsen, 2 Somerton Road, London, N,W.2.

Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Levy and Family, 44 Filzjames Avenue,
London, W14,

continied on page 9



NEW YEAR GREETINGS—continued frow page 7
Hetiy and Leslie Levy, 46 Raffles House, Brampton Grove,
M.W.4,
Wr, and Mrs, H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk Boad, W.12,
318 naed Mes, A. Litman, 192 Cromwell Road, 5.W.5.
Denise and Melvyn Lux and Daughters, 62 Traps Lane,
Coombe Hill, Sorrey.
Mrs. H. Lux. 87 MNorth End House, W.14,
Mr. A, Mark, TP, and Mrs. Mark, 46 Audley Road, 'W.5,
Pamela, Malcolm. and Samantha Mark, 2 Anne WMount,
Madeley Rond, W.5,
Best Wishes . M. and M. H. Mirwitch and Family. 11 South Side, Stamford
B . WA
Mr. and Mrs. R, Morris, 115 Barons Keep, W.14,
fﬂr a h-ﬂpp‘f NEW ‘f&.ﬁ]‘ Dr. and Mrs. O, Moses. 32 Wolverton Gardens, W6
i Mr. and Mmﬂﬂg’ﬁmg& Mapper and Tan, 11 Bronte Court,
CGirdlers Road, W.ld.
and well over the Fast Mr. Ollic Naschaver, 249 Latymer Court, W.6.
Mr, and Mrs. J. M. Nisner and Maxwell, 27 Thorntree Conort,
Parkview Foad, Ealing, W.5.
Mr. and Mrs. David Ohayvon and Family, Orchand Close, Vine

Road, W13
Mrs. Rose Parker and Family, 86 Brook Green, W6,
from Mrs. H. B Pars, 24 Harlswood Road. W12,
Mr. and Mr:i 5. l;edr‘[;nﬁﬂ:r, Iih {i:?:lll.:lnauhﬂarﬁa.ﬂs.:f.la.
Mr. and WMrs, Alfr illips a anie, Flat 11, Bridge
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. WILLIE GERTLER Avemue Mansions, WE,

Mrz. Beairice Rose, 123 Kensington Hall Gardens, W.14.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Rosen, 35 Clavering Avepue, 5.W.13.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Sacks. 18 Heathcroft, Ealing, W.5,

Ann and Richard Sampson, 66 Stamford Court, Stamford
Brook, W.6,

Mrs, M. Samuelzs, 285 Latymer Court, W.5,

Mr. and Mrs. W. Shacker, 30 Kenbrook House, Kensington.

W14,
Mr. and Mrs. H. Sharpe, 55 North End House, W.14.
17 CAMPBRELL COURT * Mrs. Anitn Simmonds and John, 14 Cecil Close, Mount
: Aﬂmﬂ{w'i& Sogan, 18 Suthe dens, SW.14
M. M=, M. Sogan, therland Gar ; 14,
LTSI THVIR: SN Dr. and Mr=, E, Sommer and Family, 22 Chesterfield Road,
» ; W,
A A Wr. and M, L. P W, Sommer, 14 Lillian Avenue, Gunners-
524 189 bury Lane, W3,

Wr. and Mrs. H. Spector. 77 Warth End House, W.14.

Mrs. Blea Steindler, 7 Glenallan Houss, Morth End Crescent,
W14,

Mr. and Mrs. 5. A, Stoul, 3 Strelley Wav. W3

Mr. and Mrz. Beriram Topper, 41 Rockley Court, Rockley

Road. W.14.
] continned on pere 10



NEW YEAR GREETINGS —conlinuwed from page 9
Dr. and Mre, M. C, Torrance and Rowena, 4 Wesl Kensinglon
Court, W.14.
Lily and Alfred Turner, 14 Labumum Couri, Denms Lane,
Stanmore.
Dr. and Mrs. F. 5. Tysh and lun, 58 Prebend Gardens, 'W.6.
Mr. and Mrs. L. Veiner, 73 Stafford Court, W.E.
David and Marguerite Velleman, 38 Howberry Road, Edgware,
Middx,
Bure::i:?i and Richard Yelleman, 88 Howberry Road, Edgware,
Middx.
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Williams and Family, 23 Westmoreland
Road, 5.W.13,
Dr. and Mrs. I. . Woolich and Family, 1 North End House,
Fitz-Tames Avenue, W, 14,
Mr. and Mrs. I. Yoffey, 139 North End House, W14,
Misz Fiona Yoffey, 139 Morth End House, W14,
Joanna and Alison Yoffey, 139 Morth End House, W.14,

MINT SERMON—continned

doctors find breast-feeding preferable to formulae. The reason he
indicated iz that there 15 more (o fursing an infant than just chemi-
cals. There is warmth, love, and comfort, things which a bottle
cannot represent.,. Mo synthetic can replace this relationship
between mother and child.  So too for the Jew,

We may creal synthetics of Jewish nationalism, philanthropic
specialisation, educational aids, family spheres of responsibility,
and communicate them with the best and most up-to-date tech-
nigques. . But they are only sobstitufes for the troe motivation in
Jewizh life — Toran,

It was Torah that united Jewry, the family, the individual,
man and God. This was a iranscendent truth for which all zacrifice
was considered worth while. It was a truth that prevailed, The
Shofar summons us 1o tum not to the substitute but 1o the essence,
s0 that that kind of communication can be established which will
lead to Jews, and ultimately to mankind, forming one band. Aguda
Achat, in the service of the true God,

The Hall Transformed
Members of the congregation are invited to visit our newly
decorated Hall. It has reallv been transformed. [t wouold be a

pity if all the effort put into it were to be nullified for the want
of its wee.

The congregation are exhorted to avail themselves of the
splendid facilitice now offered, by arranging thelr Simefas and
ather fanctions at the hall.
~ We are shorily making these facilities betier known by arrang-
ing a small cocktail party 1o which those caterers on the Kashruth

Commission list will be invited. Please do vour best to help
us in this direetion.

1]

CHIEF RABBI'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE

The following are exiracts from Rabbi Dr, I Jakobovits' New
Year message for 573371972

Five vears have passed since my Installation. T should like
i comment on some developments over this period as seen from
the vantage point of my office and in the light of the programme [
envisaged in my Installation Address {from which the italicized

quotations in this message are taken).
ISRAEL

It ix our assignmend . . . io complete the rebirth of Tsrael. A
they (the past gencration) restored (he soil of Iseael, we st
restore the soul of Tirael. 1 also spoke of my task in cementing
the bonds of onr common heritage beptween Tsrael and the Diaspora
— oyir ot aciite matfonad problem,

The post-Six-Day War period has indeed seen a major shili
from the problems of physical security to social and religions ten-
sions affecting Tsrael's soul . . | intermal disputes on Israel’s spiritual
cohesion, together with rampant social problems now constitute
the predominant cares in Israel.

Over the past five years. Anglo-Jewry's response to Israel's
challenges has been greatly intensified. Financial contributions
have increased sixfold. Our congregations have [or the first time
participated in world synagogue conferences held in Jerusalem.
An Tsrael Department ha.-.lm n st up w-jlhinhm}' uﬁi aﬁiﬂ the
United Synagogue, in an historic precedent, has establis an
Isruel Cm‘mi:lee i promote closer tics with the Jewish State and
its religions life. undreds of British stodentz now study at
Israeli yeshivot and universities, and with scores of shelichim work-
ing in our schools and youth organisations, Israel is beginning to
have a major impact on our edvcational and cultural scene. -3
are in hand o conzolidate these tremds.

SOVIET JEWRY

I pledged 10 work on alleviating the religious attrition and
conmungl isolation of our Russion brethren — ihe most painful
Jewish problem of our day.

The miraculous reawakening of Soviet Jewry — sparked off
by the heroic public protests of a few of them, and resalting in
the Exodus of ten of thousands — represents, next to the Six-Day
War, the most spectacular event in the paszt five years, if oot in
modern Jewish history. Our community, though stll in all too
lirmited numbers, has been deeply mmvoelved in intensive o
mobilise public opinion az well as to offer more direct help o our
Russian brethren. To sostain these efforts, a special and busy
Soviet Jewry Department operates within my office, working closely
with the Board of Deputies and other relevant European and
American agencies,

continted on page 12




CHIEF RABBI— consinued from pvage 11
ROLE IN WORLD JEWRY

Ax the principal survivor of the Enropean catasirophe, Anglo-
Jewry must now gssime an even more eminent position of leader-
ship and responsibility.

Though British Jewry i& now only the sixth largest community

~ following the United States, Russia, Isracl, France, and Argen-
tina in that order — it occupies a pivoial place in the Diaspora,
second only to American Jewry. Our representatives play a key
role on international bodizs such as the Jewish Agency, the world
Jewish political organisations. the Bnai Brith and the Memorial
Foundation.. Rabbinically. communities ranging from nearky
Europe to the distant Antipodes look to England for spiritual
puidance and organisational assistance through the Chief Rabbi-
nate of the Commonwealth, the London Beth Din and the Confer-
ence of European Rabbis (with headquarters in London) — and to
Jews' College and our yeshivot for spiritual leaders.

COMMIUNAL UNITY AND DIVERSITY

To those not sharmg my Orthodox commitment T swd -
Never forpet the immense frapedy of our religions differences,
Ehopld vour and owr hearts not Bleed with prief when we, your
brothers and heirs 1o a common fradition, cannot worship in your
EyHaganues, camnol el in vour fomes, and sometimes connol even
marry your sons and daughters . . . because what hax united ws for
thousands of vears now estranges vou? . . . Nevertheless, | recogmise
dissept as an imescapable foct of Jewish life today, T will seek ro
hefriend thote who dissens, and to work with them in Jewish and
peneral causes nnaffected by onr relipious differences.

True to thiz credo, ond in drawing a consisient line between
religious and other forms of co-operation, I have not sanctioned
“ioint services™ {a fetish peculiar to Anglo-Tewry!) or approved of
ministerial fonctions inside our synagogues by men who owe non-
Orthodox allegiances outside them. But T have encouraged, and
indeed sometimes sponsored, joint actvities in the cause of Tsrael,
Soviet Jewry, studemt welfare, Jewish-Christian relations, and
charitable enterprises.  Moreover, 1 have fostered friendlv personal
contacts with non-Orthodox leaders, taken a stand on granting
them consitllative rights (as distinot from any religious recognition),
and studicusly avoided any provocation or denunciation, urging my
colleagues to act with similar restraint. In speech and action 1
have asseried time and again that only throogh goodwill and
understanding can we hope o bring back those who have strayed
from our common heritage.

If the community is little aware of the resultant improvemenis
in inter-communal relations, it is not becanse they do not exist
buot because they are ool adequately reported., If progress to com-
munal harmony suffers occasional setbacks, it 18 because a divisive
press prefers inciling one group against another 10 promoting under-

confinged on page 13
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CHIEF RABBI—coninued from pape 12
standing between them by explaining their conflicting convictions
to each other. And if our leaders and institutions at times battle
vainly against the tide of defection, it is because they so often
receive public abuse LE:E upholding I_hg:t_r_pnum];lu. rathes :ha.::
8 hetic help through contrisctive criticism and encouragement.
lmpt}lme we mI;! at effective muffler 10 quicten the din of dissen-
sion and denigration which, for a decade or more, has been dron-
ing in cur ears, muting the finer sounds ol reason. conscience,
and spirituality.

THE MINISTRY

It will be wmorng my major cbjectives te enhance the stapes of
the Anvlo-dewish minisiry . . . siriking a bulance between excessive
decentralization, leading to chuos, und over-centralisation, stifling
ambition and responsibitity . . . | would like our spiritaal !rqder;
to aysre unguestiongd spiritual command in me{r compregaiions,
ard imcreasingly Ir} pc:m'rr'p!-.r_ug oo . it the direciion of the come
sunity and itz relipions policies,

TJ; these :nd;gnmrc visibbe progress has been made, though
here, too, much remains 19 be dones  The -appoiniument of my
ministerial *“Cabinet” to ghare in the work and policies of my office
is one step. Another is the replacement a.uri:dmusj ﬁrﬁmﬂnﬁ

idelines or suggestions in Communica WI Iy ¢
?:?rfl:ludii:iuu 10 keeping them @u courans through a periodical News-
tetter.  Much more far-reaching is the “Charter for the Ministry
1 have submitted to the United Synagogue with a view to translat-
ing these new attitudes into the actual conditions of congregational
service, based on greater incentives, promoticd, D%pﬂltl:u:ull:s. and
responsibilities, with commensurate rewards. 1 believe young
dynamit mes now enlering the ministry — of increasingly the
rubbinate — can already look forward 1o significant advances in
soope and conditions.
JEWISH EDUCATION

Our expendinere in money and energy on Jewish education
represents our defence budget in the communal economy, ard il
must be given the highest priority over every other Jewish effort.

Happily, our greatest strides have been made in the field where
our needs are greatest, On the domestic front, the most significant
development in the past five years has certainly besn the emergent
pew outlook on Jewish education, as manifested by the sudden

wih of long waiting-lists at virtually all our day schools, and
R e e it

ucation Devel il L Sev
frdm[.lpnrtnd by the Trust are already off the ground. Stan-
dards us well as enrolment almost everywhere have notably im-
proved over the last few years. While our yeshivot are flourish-
ing as mever before, Jews' College, 100, has taken oul a fresh
lease of life under new leadership and expanding horizons.
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MORE THAN JUST “"GOSSIP"™!

s Private 1Y

and SILVER JUBILEE
As recorded [ully elsewhere in this mssue, the H:v‘.:ia;nma_mi
Mrs. Veniit — nol to mention the congregation — uare fing
Best Wishes for the coming year f the 25th year of his ministration to the l-iammnrsmiih Synagogue,
and in honour of this event be is to be accorded the well-deserved
distinetion of being this year's Chatan Torsh. It is particularky
appropriate that we should congratulate him, too, in this column,
fra as The Brook, a magazine owing much to his inspiration, also
o celebrates its Silver Jubdlee this vear, as disclosed by our contri-
butor “H.58." Sam Venitt was its first Bditor, retaining that task
for long years, and is still its amiable moving spitil, cajoling and

FI D E L I T Y bullying into favourable response contributors and advertisers
i heart-breaking and soul-searing job if ever there was ome, as
most conductors of communal magazines will tell you! (Perhaps
as o thanksgiving and a mark of gratitude to Sam and Rifka Venitt,
R A D l 0 the next — and any subsequent — issue of The Brook will be
Aooded out with offers of advertisements and contributions!} The
Editorial Board join warmly with the rest of the congregation in
L T D congratulations and good wishes to them, as well as to our valued
. and constant and talented contributor who is also to be equally

deservedly honoured as Chatan Bereshith, Hyman Sharpe.

(J. DICKMAN) COMPLETING THE CIRCLE
This is noi the first time that Hymie Sharpe is honoured by
being one of the Chatanim, Some years ago he was Chatan
Torah, and his pariner as Chatan Bergshith at thai time was
Bernard Davis.  They created o precedent for the oocasion by bath
& b “layning” their own respective Portions of the Law: Hymie chant-
+ ing the last part of Deuteronomy from the Sefer and Bernard the
first part of Genesis,

- TALISMANS AND CHARMS
I am an avid collector of literary curiosities, and the interesi-
FIDELITY HOUSE ing account in a recent isswe of The Brook of the visit to India
by Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Davis with o Wizo delegation reminded
OLAF STREET, LONDON, W.11 e ot W Cundey.

Among them are cuttings from a journal called the frdian Review.
In one of these, for December, 1931, there is an advertisement
iypical of the times, by the way—offering for sale “Talismans and

coftinied on page 16
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COMBINED CHARITIES FUND

i wa];:d L‘eri.r.iﬁdFund of the Hummersmith and
est (i} e e many distributions o d 1
est Nigion Srieergis sl o o mes
This pattern of disribution has now been maintained For
about a quarter of a century and it is hoped that, with the heip
of all the members of the congregation, it will continue to be
possible 10 support worthy causes irespective of race or creed.
During the [ast year donalions were made to the following :
Impenal Cancer Rescarch Fund
Mayor of Hammersnuth Xmas Fund
Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund
Mational Florence Mightmgale Memorial Fund
Hammersmith Police Orphans’ Fund
Ajex Disiress Fund
The Residentinl Centre for Deafl Children
The Initdation Society
The Gateshead Yeshiva
The Etz Chaim Yeshiva
The Bikor Cholim Heospatal, Jerusalem
Jews' College, London
The Jewizh Home at Tottenham
The Home for Aged Jews, Nightingale Lane
The Hospital and School Kosher Meals Service
The Wellare Board
The London Jewish Hospital Amenities Fond
The West London Jewish Youth Club
and distributions to deserving charities, under the supervision
f the Rev. 5. Venitl,
H. SHarpE, Chairman,

0
Berrann Davis, Treasurer

PRIVATE AYIN—from page 15

Charms™ reputed to bring success on every conceivable occasion,
“in Spiritual ond Religious Life™, “for Honoor, Riches, Leaming.
and Cireatness™, and ranging over busingss, love, spon, agricultural
prospenty, pood crops, etc, The last (wo entries in the offered
list, however, cavsed me the most speculafion {and sometimes 1

t‘g:iml;.r} regret thai [ didn't spend the necessary rupees to acquire
them: j;

“Rabbi Solomon's Special Talisman for every

BUCCEES 15 rupess
“Specially valued and worn by every

successful Hebrew, Znd guality 21 rupees

st quality M rupees™

Just fancy! For & mere 30 rupees (about £2 5s. in those days)
I mliiﬂhl now have been a rich Hebrew communal tycoon, “Ist
quality™ . , .

PERCEIVER.

s =

SAFEGUARDING OUR HERITAGE \

“Happy iz the country that has no history.” Or so it has
been written.  But mo history means no past, no heritage, no tra-
dition. Docs this mean then that for us, with a history and tra-
dition reaching back through the penerations to the beginmings
recorded in the Bible, there is nothing but unhappiness? Certainly
it has heen said that it s hurd to be a Jew, 10 live the traditional
Jewish orthodex life; on the other hand, most of us know of saintly
Jewizsh men and women, hiving lives of orthodoxy—and happiness,

It really is incumbent wpon us o learn all we can of our
bistory amd our religion ; il is our past which makes us what
we arc today. s b0 easy way o the acquisition
of knowledge. In earlier days litile children were taught their
Aleph Bet with sweets made in the shape of the Hebrew letiers
Doubtlesz this sugars the way, but it is no aliernative to leaming
per se.

There are still those who wistfully believe that there com be
gasy gimmicks o take the place of learning. *"Visual aids,” they
say, “programmed learning,” as of modern technological equipment,
or even the ufterance of its names, can take the place of smdy ;
others believe that there iz no substitule for the devoted teacher
with ziddur in one hand and chumash in the other ; this of course
implics & child avid to learn and to become a learned aduli like
his parents,

Cur Synagogoe Classes, organised under the auspices of the
London Board of Jewish Religious Education, serve to educate
the pirls and boys of our community in the ways of their religion
and the history of their forebears. But it must be realised and
appraciated thot attendance for two to thres hours on some Sundavs
throughout the vear is little enough time 2 gain more than a very
sketchy outlime of knowledge. To be effective, such attendance
must be complemented by weekday classes and co-operation at
home in a family atmosphere, living and breathing Judaism.

One aspect of Jewish education which has besn a source
of discussion in recent months is the revision of the Barmitzvah
Test regulations made by the United Syoagopue and the London
Board, with all syllabuses approved by the Chief Rahbi. The
cffect of the new arrangements 15 to combine a Test with the need
[or repular atfendance at Hebrew Classes over a minimum period.
The new rules come into operation from Rosh Hashanah 5733
and will be [ully effective from Rosh Hazhanah 5736,

All boys becoming Barmitzvah will be required to pass a
simple Test in order to read o Portion. The syllabus reguires him

(1} 1o read Hebrew Auently,
(2 o be able 1o translate and undesstand his Portion,

canringed on pape 19




T o e *
e — U R HERITAGE—continned from page 17
(3 o be able to translate and understand

: : {a) the Shema,
With Compliments of (B) the Shabbos morning Amidah,

(c) the Friday night Kiddush,

MGHRIE SEWARC (o) the first four paragraphs of benshing after meals,
{4) to be able to find familiar prayers in the Siddur, and
{Einned Mosria Lid) 1:5} to ;:fnc-w the laws relating to tefillin, B
L The aim of the Test is to make sure that a boy becoming -
84 EDGWARE WAY, EDGWARE, MIDDX. mitzvah und:rs;ands what it is all about: and if he attends Hebrew
; : Classes regularly and diligently he will easily cover this syllabus,
Under the Beth Din and London Board of Shechita For the tﬁy who wishes to tead the ﬁ ?nd Haﬁamﬁ. éﬂ:
(Kosh present test will be replaced by one based on oregoing svlla
bR D v . Dt together with the requirement that he has attended Hehrew Classes
Phone 958 8454 & 6557 ' regularly both on weekdays and Sunday mornings for a period of
(Al deliveries taken for Shepherd's Bush) IS JOATY.. 1. .oy ok mtene. My s sl wishos 1o rend

the Maftir and Haftarah, he will have to take a Test similar to the
Senior Examinaton of the London Board. The syllabus will cover
(1} Huzncy in reading Hebrew,
(2) iranslation and undersianding of
{a} paris of the Siddor,
Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN (s} chapters of the Bible,
ic) chapters of the Mishnah,
() chapiers of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,

wish the Ministers (3) Religion — the Jewish year, dally mitzvot,
and their friends (4) History — () periods from Bible times,
. (8} famous persons,
of the Hammersmith & West Kensington Synapogue {c) an outline of the development of the State of Tsracl.
a very Happy New Year, It can therefore be seen that a prime purpose of the revised

arrangements is 10 encourage regular attendance at Classez and the
acquisition of a sound basis of Jewish knowledge. Om this we
hope will be built a love of keaming and a willingness never 10
orsake the pursuit and practice of faith and understanding.

We shall doubtless all agree with the foregoing ideals, bat if

Compliments of the Seavon we want to achieve them we have to pay for them — and another
matter of grave current communal concern is how o finance the
from activities of the London Board. Apart from that proportion of
4:ruErl ﬂmﬂ fees which !;Uﬁh;.u pay for Eﬁmﬂﬂlmddhmmt sums
Wi ve to come from fenis w i are attendin
Mr. & Mrs. SIDNEY GROSE Classes. But learning was 1:E.:w:r casy, and a peopls who a::
alleged to have a traditional fove of learning and reverence for the
& FMY scholar will undoubtedly reach onhesitatingly info their purses to

continue our educational heritage. Failure so to do will certainly
result in oo history, but we can be sure that the $plr. who are
]n:]t;t n;ll be far fm::I] Iugpy. The truth is that only those ar;lhapp}'

who have a sound and sensible knowledge of their past plus an
Berkeley House, 10 Berkeley Road, 5.W.13 it suidesiinaiding -of the Hresant, - They can loaks 16! the
future with guist confidence in their children, and it is to achieve
this aim that our present Jewish educational activities are divected.
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J.P.A. APPEAL 1972

1972 General Appeal E31,142.00
1971 Kol Midre Appeal £1,617.00

Adter a short campaign, our annual appeal meeling was hekd
at the home of Mr, and Mrs. George Evnine; their charm and
hospitality contributed considerably to the success of the evening,
both socially and financmlly,

D¢, Louis Freeman, Co-Chairman, welcomed the guesiz and
paid tribute to the small bui dedicated Commitiee.

He also introduced the appeal speaker—our own Willi Gertler
— whose eloguence and sincerity were justly rewarded by the
excallent resulis of the appeal. as shown above,

Mr. Bermard Davis, Co-Choirman, introduced the guoest
speaker, Mr, Chanan Bar-On, who is now the Tsraeli Ambassador
ir Haolland.

In factual terms, Mr. Bar-On dealt with the problems of im-
migration and integration and, particularly. the problems af Saviet
Jewry. His address was both timely and mformative.

Mr. Davis also paid special tribute to Mr. Joe Godfrey for
his continwed munificence in donating the sew wing to the Tel
Hashomer Hosp'tal in Tel-Aviv,

Dr. Dennis Caplan, Co-Treasurer, proposed the vote of thanks
1o the speakers. B

Modern Hebrew Classes

For the last three years o Modern Hebrew Learning Centre
has established itself in Hammersmith, At Flora Gardens School,
Dalling Road, W.6 (near Ravenscourt Park Underpround Station),
a young teacher, Mr. Mariin Balanow, who also works for the
Lendon Board of Jewish Religions Eduocation, has been faking
iwo classes.

On Monday evenings his advanced class enjoys a two-hour
lesson. And on Wednesday evenings the beginners get their chance.
His method of waching is modern and interesting. And the cost
of attending these classes iz so low that if deserves a mention.

Being part of the Addison Adult Education Centres, under the
ILEA, the cost is only £2.15 from September until the end of the
session o July next year. Anyone wishing io attend both classes
would have to pay only £2.40. What o great opperiumiy (o leam
Hebrew as o language! Anyone with the slightest interest should
go along in Sepiember and “have a po.”

Honorary Shamashim

The Honorary Officers would like to record their appreciation
of the work of our Honorary Shamashim, John Simmonds and
Bavmond Arram., We have learned to rely on their regular in-
valuable help. Thank you both!

kL]

A SUCCESS STORY

A success story is the only way to describe the report of the
Ladies” Guild’s propects and activiies in the past year, We are
justifiably proud of all we have achieved, Tor as we are a small
puild we have (o make up with effort what we lack m numbers.

The Guild’s annual report always has pramse for the commities,
whwy unfailingly give of their utmost 1o make all we undertake a
success, and this year is no exception.  Their enthusiasm and
interest hove reached u nmew peak and, as some members have
moved from the distrect, this has meant extra cffort for the remain-
der of the committee. Nevertheless, the conscientiousness of the
ladies is such that the members whio have left the district sull give
their help in every way, distance permitting.

The Guild is very proud of the part it has plaved in the
redecoruting and refurbishing of the svnagogue hall,  When it was
firse know ihat the Communal Hall was due for repainting, several
of the Iadies felt that this was a good opporunity [or some
improvements w be made. It was decided that the Guild would
raise the money for new curtzing and at the sime dme lounch
a campaign for donations (o supply new lights and, as was suhse-
guently discovered, rewiring.

The resulting splendid hall is a rribute 1o the Guild commitiee,
who engaged electricians and curtain-makers, found light-fitting
manufecturers, and made innumerable (elephone calls 1o ensure
thar everything wenl smoothly.

Motwithstanding this concentrated effort, orher activities were
not neglected, The communil Seder catered for more people than
previous years, and regretfully the ladies responsible for organising
and catering this worthwhile event have o say thar thiz s the
maximum that can be accommaodated. For the first time we were
asked by the Jewish Blind Society to invite three of their members
who live in our community and a grateful leger of thanks has been
received by the Guild on their behalf.

The wsual items which the Guild has made its responsibility
a5 we go through the calendar are done so automatically and
efficiently that they have become a general, accepted fact and it
would be a loss to the commumity if the Guild, through a lack of
active interested members, were unable to organise such things as
the Simchat Torah celebrations, fowers for Shavuot, decorating
the Succah, seeing that the synagogue appurtenances are in order,
sending parcels to Jewish mentul paticnts. as well as supporting
many charities here and in Tsrael.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Ladies” Guild, which
was held in March, it was agreed that women wished to participate
in the administration of the synagogue and in this way we should
be able o gain the interest of many ladies who think there i3
more 10 being a lady member of & synagogue than making tea and

comtinenied on pape 23
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Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family

Evitend their Compliments and Bes Wishes
far a Happy New Year

o
it LATIMER COURT, Wi

Greeiings and Best Wishes
frivma

Mr. & Mrs. JACK LEVY

| HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W4

HAND & FLOWER HOTEL

Best Wishes

a318 nawh
from the

HERUT MOVEMENT
"~ of GREAT BRITAIN

WORDS PER MINUTE

I was recently discussing with a friend the conduect of services
in some congregations. We both deplored the habit of “tunnel-
ling." HReaders, especially lay readers, “tunnel” when they begin
a passage — generally a longish one like Weyitten Lecha — aloud,
or overground, as one might say, and then after & line or two go
underground, that is, they become silent except for an occasional
faint stertorous muttering, and emerge oul of the munnel of silence
a few lines before the end. It undoubtedly saves time, which is
important, but i raises the whole question of the spead at which
the service should be read.

There may be no limit to the number of words per minute
which the human voire can wtier, but there must be a spead at which
the spoken word becomes unintelligible 1o the most atleniive Hsten-
er, A speed just less than that might be the muximum permissible,
say 250 wpm.  Using thai as a vard-stick, one might devise a
kind of Reader’s Code, analogous to the Highway Code, by which
the speed’ of the service might be regulated. The test would be
documented with signs, as in a motorway, ‘written inmo the margin
like a sort of massorah.  Between the extremes of fast and slow
continued on page 27
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LADIES GUILD—from page 21
sandwiches (mecessary as this may be, the ladies feel that this is
not & prerogative of their sex), At this poimt [ should like to
invite all lndies to attend our meetings, which are held in members'
homes once a monath.  Of secessity they are evening mestings,
but we can promise o warm welcome and an inferesting evening.
On the assumpiion that most ladies of the community will read
this page, I should like to point out & fact that 15 appurently not
generally known, By just signing a form, and with no added cost
iz the husband’s subscription, any lady can become a synagogue
member in her own right, which enables her to vote at the Syna-
gogue Annual General Meeting (o elect Hon, Officers, the Board
of Management and Synagogue representatives 1o the Board of
Deputies, the Board of Education, and other such committess.  In
thi= way women will be able to exercise a right that has been hard
won

Looking forward to the new year, the present project for the
Guild is tw provide new chairs for the synagogue hall, as anyvone
who has sat for any length of time on the present ones will know
new ones are sorely needed. We have already raised par of the
money required and hope within the next few months o have
further functions to raise the balance,

We shall be holding our first card and supper evening in e
new decorated svnagogue hall on Sunday, 22 Oetober, where we
hope to see 0ld and new friends, to help make this the first chapter
of the next success story,

M. PriLLirg, Chairman, Ladies’ Guikd
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Classes Prize Distribution

The Annual Prize Distribution was held on Sunday, 18 June,
in the Synagegue Hall, and @ large number of parenis, membcrs,
um [riends were present, The Chairman, Mr. J. Brand, weloomed
the guests of honour, Dr. and Mrs. L. Freeman, and e report
of the Hon. Superintendent was delivered by the Rev. 5. Vemil

The Classes, sasd the Rev. 8. Venitl, had had a difficult year, gmd
the commitiee and stafl were fighting hard 1o maintain the position,
although there had been no appreciable drop in the pumbers on
the roll. I was startling to think that Hammersmith remained
merely a tiny ousis in the West London area, in that classes had
ceased at all neighbouring communities, from Marble Arch and
the New West End to Chelsea, Notting Hill, and Shepherds Bush.
It was estimated thal in the entire West London area there were
oaly 150 ¢chikdren eligible for the Classes. In concluding. Mr. Veniil
paid gribute to the good humour snd work of the children, and
said he was delighted that a pupil of the classes, Jonathan Miller,
had secured an entrance scholarship to Carmel College from the
Solomon Wolison Primary School, which he had atended.

The Chairman then requested the Guest of Homour, Dr
Freeman, to address the gathering. Dr. Freeman said that, as he
had been Chairman of the Classes Commirttee for 12 yeurs, havinf
formerly been & conducior of proceedings, he was now 3 soboist
After dealing with the general progress of the Classes m recent
yeurs, he said it was important for Jewish fulfilment (o impart
strength to religious faith, and for there to be strong links betwsen
the home and the work of the classroom, It was the duty of
every parent to identify more closely with the Synagogue. He
concluded by congratuluting the prizewinners.

The prizes were presented by Mrs, Freeman, and a vole of
thanks was propesed by Mr. H. Sharpe, who paid uibute tw
Dr. Freeman for his thoughtful address as well as his substantial
contribution 10 Hebrew education generally as Chairman of the
Synagogue Lecture Commitiee, They were graleful to their guesls
for honouring the gathering by their presence. Their gratitude
was also due to the Hon Superintendent of the teaching stalf, the
Classes Committee, and the members of the Parents’ Association
for their loyal and devoted waork.

Adter the formal proceedings had been concluded, the guests,
children, parents, and friends were enteriained o lea provided
by the Parents’ Association.

The interesting and stimulating review of the progress of the
Classes serve 10 encourage further efforts 1o renew our support
for this most vital educational work in the coming year, M.D.

Children’'s Services

May we remind the congregation that during the High Holy-
days children’s services will be held in the Hall at 11.30 a.m. These
will be conducted as usual by that gemial personality “Rifka™
{otherwise Mrs. Venit), Let’s have a nice full service'

4

Hammersmith & District Bronch of AJEX

There still might be a few people who do not know that this
is the Assoeiation of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women, which
has heen established in this neighbourhood for over tweniy vears
and has close association with the Synagogine.  Ajex i3 held in very
high esteem in the Borongh of Hammersmith and does a lot of
mond work in preserving good relations with the Council for the
whole of the Jewish community.

Crer work 35 varted in the extreme, sne of our primaey raisomns
#ére heing Fewish Defence and anti-defamation, in which this
Branch plavs an active part. We alsn heln to oreanise and take
an actve part in an annnal owting for disabled  ex-Servicemen,
mainly non-TJewish.  Some two hundred disabled men are ftaken
by members in their care for o dav out to Brighton, are given
lunch and tea, and provided with emtertainment. For many of
these unfortunate men, this is their only ooting throughout the
whale vear,

The Branch parficipaies in the Annual Remembrance Parade.
where some eighty of our members foined fn the march past and
the service at the Cenotaph. We also heln fo organise and par-
ticipate in the Annual Remembrance Service at the Jewish
Memorial in Willesden Cemeterv.  The Branch also takes part in
the civic Parade of Remembrance. which takes place annually.

PURLIC SERVICE

The Branch takes part in the Christmas Hospital Aid Scheme,
and would welcome help in this worthy caose from anybody at
all for this vear on Christmas Day. This scheme creates an
enormous amount of good will for the whole community.

We azzizt in the running of the Mayor of Hommersmith's
Spring Time Ball, held annually in atd of various worthy causes
at the Town Hall.

The Branch did the main part of the organisation of the
inter-Branch quiz, which is held anomally between eight diffsrent
Branches, and managed to reach the final.

As o mark of the esteem we are held in by the Ealing Borough
Council, the Branch has been honoured this vear with a Floral
Bzd of Dedication, which can be seen in dts full floral glory later
in the summer in Acton Park. dedicated to Ajex.

Our main aocial function of the vear 1s the Annual Dinner and
Ball. which will take place this season on Saturday, Febroary 23,
1973; reserve the date; a kosher dinner will be served.

Any further particulars regarding the Branch may be ohiained
from the Honorary Secretary, Mr. A. 5. Bankowver, 47 Emlyn Road,
W.12; telephone 743 5139,

Averen MamcHes
Branch Chairman,
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POPULAR LECTUREY

The Vision and the Reality of Israel Today

For us Jews, oor religious beliefs are intermmgled with an
emotional vesrning for the renaissance of Zwon, During thess
two millennia since the second exile, our minds and our hearts
have never deviated from the inner vision of return to the Land
of Israel. Owur own generation hos been privibeged 1o witness the
epochal unfolding of Divine intention.

The exciting eveni of the declaration of the State of Israel
has now reached a quarter of a century. It has posed profound
problems for both the sprritual leaders of world Jewry and ihe
pioneering political architects of the new State. The ingathering
of Jews from the lands of dispersion and their integration inio
the dvnamic sphere of the Holy Land represent the historical
miracle of foday. The tragedy of the Mazi holocaust has besn
succeeded by the challenpe of the rebirth of ‘a nation,

That wonderful lamd is imbued with the soul of our people.
It has been no easy task to co-ordinate there religious idedls with
the struggle for economic survival and the defence of the home-
land agains! the marauding intentions of neighbouring  States,
World Jewry is becoming alertad to these problems. We in the
Diagpora appreciate our religions obligations and historic involve-
ment. " The magneiic relationship has activated many of this com-
munity o campaign vigorously on behalf of this great cause,

FROBEEMS OF JEWISH SURFIVAL

It is essential for us to appreciate the major challenges facing
Israsl today, An opportunily now presents isell for all our
members and friends (0 acquire an insight intd these problems
on which Jewish survival depends. We have been fortunate in
our approach to Mr. Chaim Newman, who is an eminent graduate
of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, in the facolty of political
science and economics. He has agreed to give a series of six
weekly leclures commencing Wednesday, 11 October 1972, an the
overall theme of “The Vision and the Reality of Israel Today.”
The six lectures will be devoted to the following individual subjects:

{1} The Arab-Isracli conflict.

(2} The Relations beiween Britwmn and Isragl (1948-1972)

(3) The problems of Alivah from the Western World, the

Chiental countries, and from Russia,

(4) Israel’s 2ocial problems.

51 P:Etigil.‘il views 10 Israel regarding peace in the Middle

(6} Terael amd the Diaspora,

We look forward 10 a receptive audience imbued with a sense
of belonging 1o the Land and the People of Tsrasl

LF,

24

WoRDS PER MINUTE—continued from page 23

there must be a mean speed (1o be called R.M.T., or Readers’ Mean
Time) at which the service would be read unless otherwise marked.
This proviso would allow of great flexibility whereby the spesd
could be appropriately adjusted to any particular passage. Old
favourites, like Alemi or the Ten Commandments, when we are
on our besi behaviour and look very solemn and pious, would be
marked slow, not more than, say 60 wopm. On the other hand,
there are texts like Pittum Hakketoret which we find a bit tedious
and affect to think of as not very “spiritual”, whatever that means:
these would be got through at a pood spanking rate, and might
be marked at least 200 w.pm. Other passages might be entirely
derestricted and have no speed limit, such as. for mstance, those
long lists of pedigrees, full of exciting facts like “Jokian begat
Almoded.” or where two sidras are read on the same Sabbath,
and, above all, the list of the ten sons of Haman, These would be
marked as “clearways.”

Then there are those peopls, to be found in every congrega-
tion, who make a point of beginning certain prayers in a lood
voice a few fines before the Reader has got there, on the principle,
presumably, that one must be memaherr, doing anything resembling
i mifizvah.  The resulting hullabaloo merely makes the service
more “heimisch”; only povim have services without any sort of
noise of disturbance.  In order to give these enthusiasts their
opportunity, the margin would contain & lew signs marked “Give
way 10 pesukim,” warning the Reader that after, say, ten senlences
he must pause so that the memafarim can let it rip.

When, howewer, all these regulations have been devised 1o
everyhody's satisfaction, who is to enforce them? The parnas, or
the shamash, or perhaps some additional fonctionary like the
meturgeman of old?  Since there is a traffic warden in the streed,
ihere might be a speed-warden m the synagogue. "When in doubt
he could consult a stop-waich (operated by the congregational
Shabbos-goy) and sent the shomash with appropriate instructions
to the Reader,

It is hoped that these helpful suggestions will commend them-
selves to congregations at large and that the Honorary Officers
in consultation with the clergy will forthwith set about publishing
a Siddur Meduyak Heiteiv with a Reader’s Code. They might azk
the local Mavor to come to the first service, LLL.

Hammersmith Women's Zionist Society

Although this group is not active al preseot, it still has a

aid-up membership of 34, and collected over £80 for Women's
cck, mainly through the efforis of Mrs Jeame Caplan,

During the year, the Society suffered a very severe blow
through the death of Mrs, Lillian Longhorn, whe almost to the
end, and with failing sight, had continued 1o carry out the functions
of Secretary [ Treasurer with great drive and distinction.
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JUDAISM OR ANTISEMITISM?

Ay MICHAEL KRANTZ
The question of Jewish survival, az with mosl questions of
history, carries oo single answer and any theory is simply the
product of an exercise in placing emphasis on the most impostan
group of factors,  Ome cannot dismiss the imporiant role which
antisemitism undoubiedly plaved in the struggle for survival, Bus
what must be stressed is that although antisemilism may be s2en
as the lubricant, Tudaism. in the widest sense of that word, must
be seen as the machinery in any accurate analysis of the mechanics
of Jewish survival
The argumentz of those who sesk io establish antisemitism
as the mechanics of Jewish survival lack a sense of history, One
oaly has to look al the Six-Dav War and 1% short-lived traomatic
effect to realise how artificial and weak a stimulus are such negative
factors as antisemitism and ant-Tsrael feeling,  The light of Jewizh
existence require mare potent fuel than that. To argue that anti-
demitic attempts af drawing the curtaing on JTewish exisience have
oaly served fo strengthen such existence bw precipitaling a con-
comtineed on pope 29
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sciousness among Jews of their common bond 15 only to beg the
question.  What 13 this common bond and how has i survived the
passape of Ume?! What 5 the machinery that has thus been
lubricated? Are we 10 believe that ar any one time the bond that
binds Jew 1o Jew is the product of the momeniim of survival
caused by the last owtbreak of anusemiusm? Iz the Holocaust
the source ol our purents’ Jewishness and is the Six-Day War the
source of ours?

Our subject is the phenomenil centuries-long survival of the
last surviving mation of the Ancient World, Scattered to every
commer of the world without o real geographic and culiural centre
and miltanly defencelsss, they neveribeless sucoeeded in with-
standing thal which natons with the mightiest of armies and the
most mugnificent of civilisations failed to withstand, the erosion
of time ilself. Insecure, constantly uprooted, and constantly hav-
ing 10 adapt to new conditions und new patterns of Life without
tamishing the essence of their existence, only to find themselves
expelied and forced to commence the process all over again, they
stll retained suificient crealive energy to develop a creed and a
moral philosophy thal has constitutea the [oundation of a wealth
of cvilisations regardless of place and time. In conditions of
obscurity and insigniticance they coatributed their wisdom and
their being to civilisations while always remaining aloof from them,

To argue that this powerful spirited history of the Jewish
people can be explained by reference to the negauve forces of the
intolerance und prejudice of non-Jews is 10 abandon il claim w
amy real insight into and any understanding of the magnitude of
what has happened, ‘To suggesi that the Crusades, the Russian
pogroms, or the Holocaust were determining factors in Jewish
survivil 18 both grotesque and obspene. To link the Holocaust
with fsrael for the purpose of suggested causation is to indulge in
inbuman logic, not in human analysis of history.

The plain common sense of Jewish history is that the Jews
do not need antisemitism. The Jews have maintained their sepa-
rate identity because of surrounding historical realities which were
tolerunt of the nature of the Jewish people and its specific inner
sirength: namely, its enjoyment of life as a collection of vital
united communities. One would have thought it was obvious that
as 5000 a8 antisemifism had ot any one time subsided in an area
litle by little the Jews would have disappeared if they had pot
had that specific inner strength.

The Jews in the Middle Ages in the Western European prince-
doms living under the privilege of autonomy granied COnsiin-
tional decree and the Jews living under the systematised machinery
of self-government in Poland and Lithuania, in both cases exploited
their autonomy o0 weave a joviul humane and wondrously fich
way of life; it is that way of life, which may be known as Judaism,
that is inherently significant for any evaluation of the esence
of Tewish hife.
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SEFER TORAH ORNAMENTS

There must be many whe, like myself, do not know Lhe origin
of the ormaments which adom the Sifrei Tomh, A visit to a
silversmith, some old Jewish prints, and a little research produced
the following facts. i

A wrapping lor the Sefer Torzh s mentioned in the Talmud,
in the form of & mantle (miel) and binder (mappak), but it was the
sixteenth century before they assumed the form that we use today.

The placing of a silver crown (kerer atarah) on the wooden
stuves {¢rz ehaim) became customary in Central Europe about the
Middle Apes, while previously, in Spain, it had been the custom
to nse ornaments resembling fruit; first apples (fappuhim), and later
pomegranates (rimonim).  Oceassionally, o crown and rimon were
placed together on the Sefer Torah.

In Ashkenazi communities a silver plaque (fas) was placed
on the Scroll 1o indicate the particular festival for which 1t was
made ready, but in more recent years, the size of the plaque
increased, and it became essentially ornamental. You will note,
however. that some of our silver plaques do have a litfle plate
incorporated which can be changed according to the Festival,

The silver pointer (yad) was used, as its name suggests, 1o
indicate the place when reading the Torah. Originally it was
kept in the Ark, but it became the practice over the years 10
adom the Sefer with it, being hung from the etz chaim by a chain.

Those who have visited old Sephardi communities, particularly
in lsracl, will have noted the variety of decorated cases in which
their Sifrei Torah are kept, some of silver and some of decorated
wood, often with a silk lining,

GUR OWN TREASURES

This Rosh Hashanah vou will notice that our silver-gilt crowns
which adorn two of our Sifrei Torah have been renovated. Donated
10 the Synagogue by the “brothers of Paul Tonkonogoff.” they
had been made by a famous silversmith of his day, a man who
specialised in shool silver. Abruham Ben Elisha. Hiz name is

raved on the underside of each crown, and the hallmarks are
those of 1931 and 1932 respectively. Mr. Ben Elisha had a work-
shop in Kensington, and these pieces were some of the last he
made. They are particularly fine examples of this type of decora-
tive crown, amd are extremely valuable,

It is interesting that the grandson of Mr. Ben Elisha was
Mr. Leslie Hore-Belisha (later & Cabinet Minister and raised to the
Pesrage). and it is further interesting to ﬁprnulntcrwl'lm Mr, ‘.H‘n:.urw
Belisha might have got his jdea for the * Belisha beacons ™ at
pedestrian crossings — affer all. they are rather like a fruit on a
stick!

MDC.
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| West London Jewish Youth Study Group
The West London Study Group is alive and well, and mesting

al the Spanish and Portuguese Synagopue, Lauderdale Road.
Ovwer the past year we have listened 1o & variely of interestin
rs, whose topics ranged from “The Falashas of Ethiopia”
to “Jewish Humour.” A most thought-provoking and interesting
talk on the “Drevfus Case” was given (o us by Mr. Maurice
DeVries, o speaker well known 10 Study Group, and of course 1o
Hammersmith.

Apart from the weekly Sunday group meetings, “"West" held
an all-day inter-function at the Ealing Synagogue for all London
groups. Although the afternoon’s activities were slightly put out
by the power cuts, the interfunction proved extremely enjoyable
nnd successful,

Al the moment of going to press, studygroupers from all over
Great Britain will be assembling at Carmel College for the 30th
Annual Summer School.

As always, the summer and winter schools are the highlights
of the year, and I know this school will be no exception.

We are always pleased to welcome new members and would
be delighted to give more information to anybody in the 14-18 age
group who is inferested. AMNGELA HODES,

West London Young Zionist Society

We are s friendly group for people between 18 and 28,
meeting every Thursday in houses/flais, thanks 1o members’
hospitality, Thirm'-'e i forty people come 10 West London
Y. Z.5. (which is affilinted to the Federation of Fionist Youth) from
a wide radius. Selections from this year’s activities are:

General: Speakers on Esperanto and Spiritualism : Tan
Mikardo, Cmdr. Eli Gottleib: theatre visits, Sunday river trips,
countryside rambles, folk evenings, classical and jazz soirée:
debates — we've never lost one in five years!  Our magarine, The
Vaice, provides society news, views, and information.

Fund-raising: The FLY. project is a Youth Centre for
underprivileged children in Ashkelon. Functions included parties,
“wuf_wwwnd.“ “¥Yiddish Mammaloshen,” and “50 Bridges

Tarbur:  To educate members with a love and knowledge
of Judaism and Israel and encourage Ulpan {6-12 months on kib-
butz) by annual seminars — a weekend with u Jewish theme.
Speakers on Israel Today, Jews in Arab lands, Soviet Jewry, Jew-
'Es_h ﬁmﬂ{{’é;&i‘m]? Beth Ddin.  “Yiddish Mammaloshen,” &

istory ish culture in - and song by Derek Feid, sta
at Ben Un Gallery, S i o

F.S.: Most of the committee are on the FZ.Y. Israel trip

now! PuiLipra Govp, Acting Secretary.

Interested? Phone JTulia Lyon, 578 4123 or Duvid Atlass, 204 14672
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WHAT IS A SHOOL?
By JOHN M. SHAFTESLEY

This is not, a5 the ttle might misleadingly suggest, going to be
an acrimonious discussion on the lines of the recent Israel-Diaspora
controversy on “Who is a Jew?™ Ii is some, perbaps mslalgs_:.
recoliections of what may be called “shoely 1 have known,” and is
triggered off by the recent decision of a particular Church body in
England nct 1o sell disused churches as houses of warship for other
Faiths, The other Faiths in this connection, 1 think it is generally
understood, are presumably Istam and the monotheistic section of
Hinduism. :

It will rendily be seen that the reference must be to growing
immigran populations who feel well established and big enough o
wish to open their own mosgues or temples.  As far as mosques
are concerned, I know of (wo [airly old-established ones, one in
London and the other in Woking: many years ago. in fact. the
Imam at Woking invited me to visit his mosque. It has been stated
in the press recently that there are over 100 mosgues and temples
in England today, :

In the more hectic days of Jewish immigration from persecution
abroad, it would have been quite a blow 10 some of the new com-
munities if they had been inhibited from buying disused churches,
in areas whence most Christinns had Beft, 10 turn them into syna-
gogues, and I well remember two, for instance, in Manchester.
Obviously it was much cheaper and guicker than erecling a new
building to “convert” a church (perhaps the only kind of “Christian
conversion” an Orthodox Jew would accede 0!} The two I am
speoking of were in what became overwhelmingly JTewish quar-
ters, the eguivalemt of London’s East End, Cheetham Hill and
Strangeways, the later overlapping into the “twin™ city of Salford,
sdjacent 1o the plusher district of Broughton.

And during World War LI, when a Jewish “evacuce” commun-
ity was established in High Wycombe, a local minister willingly
granted them the use of his hall and generously added that, as the
Jewish services were on a Saturday morning, there was no objection
to the pictures with Christian symbols on them being tumed round
temporarily. '

In Menchester there was a whole row of prominent synagogues
in the few hundred vards of Cheetham Hill Road that led into
the city centre {most of them are gone now). They were all, to
our child's-eye view, pretty imposing edifices — except one, which
was, az 1 shall explain, lacgely undiscovered. ‘1'}_:: Gireat Synagogus,
fhe “O0d™ Shool, with its dome. was as prestigious in its way os
the Great Synagogue in London, Next to it, across a siche srresf,
but separated also by the Cheethum Public Library, was the Mew
Synagogue, which although founded in the 1890s, positively shouted
% “mewness” by s redbrick quality.

complneed o page 33

Ambulance for Israel

Aninieresting and moving ceremony ook place at the Ham-
mersmith. Synagogue on Friday, 3 December 1971, when a Magen
David Adom ambulince was donated by Mr. and Mrs. F. 1.
Geriler in memory of their pareniz, Joseph and Sarah Gertler, and
Osins and Clara Weintrauh.

The service was conducted by ihe Rev, 5 WVemn amd ihe
Rev: 5. Forscher in the presence of a large gathering of relatives
and friends, including a sister of Mrz. Geriler, Mrs, Regina Muller,
of New York.

Among those present were Mme Comay, the wife of the
Israeli Ambassador, Mr. Desmond A. Harl, Executive Direcior
of the Friends of Magen David Adom m Great Britain, Mr. H.
Beckerman, Joint Vice-Chairman of the Friends in Great Britain,
who accepied the ambulance kevs, and officers and members of the
Hammersmith J.P.A. Committes.

Mr. Gertler has been Vice-Chairman of the Hummersmith
FP.A, Committee for a number of vears and has both given and
been instrumental in raising large sums of money for Isracl, in
which work he has been ably aszisied by Mrs. Gerller,

After the service in the Synagogue, the congregation gathered
in the forecouri, where the Magen David Adom ambulance was
standing. The plaque was unveiled, the inscription read, and the
kevs handed over,

A recaption was then beld in the Sveagogue Hall and, alier
refreshments had been served, a series of short speeches concluded
the ceremony. HE.
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Mot far away was the charming-looking Spanish and Portugsese
Syoagogue, the chic daughter of Bevis Marks, and hetween that
and the "Great™ was the United Svoagogue (“united” over what 1
never discovered). This, which T often attended. was obviously
a converted church, with itz gothic doorways, a sooty-grey boilding
still, as regards its outer fabric, dominated by a square fower, its
squatness enhanced by the removal, of course, of the stesple on
conversion. T wonder if the choir sang from ihe erstwhile belfry?

My “exception”™ was not viziblyv a synagogue. To the casual
eve il was a podiceably dusty hay and harpess shop, where one
could buy large trusses of aromatic feed for horses and donkeys as
well a2 their equipment. Motor-cars were not too common in
those days yet. To get (o the shoo!, that of ultra-Orthodox Chas-
sidim, one walked the length of the hay shop to its distant dimmness
at the back and mounted a parrow balustered staircase, At the
iop one stepped straight into a long low room where the congre-
gation worshipped and beld its shiverim, efe., amad the all- ing
smell of hay, varied only on Yo Kippur by the rival smell of

contfinned on poge 34
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HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Friendship Club’s activities during the six months January
to July 1972 have included theaire shows, concerts and visits to the
seaside,

That cur club mainmains its popularity is evident from the
increase of membership each wesk, and here in brief are recorded
a few of our pleasures:

(17 Our Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Nelman, gave a parly 1o cefeh-
rate her grandson’s Barmitzvah, The hall was very decorative,
with most exclusive flowers, and the atmosphers upon entering it
was electric. The Hev. 5. Veniit, President. welcomed the 120
members and friends and the toast to the Barmitzvah
boy and his family. A concert followed and a very enjoyable
afternoon was spent. .

{2) Tribute must be paid 1o Mrs. B. Apfel und Son for their
generogily in presenting for the Communal Hall a clock in memory
of her husband. This was very much appreciated and we extend
to Mrs, Apfel (Life President) and Son our grateful thanks.

The catering ond welfare sections of the club commitles are
deserving of the highest praise; above all, our Chairman, Mrs.
Levy, for the manner in which she tackles the most formidable
problems, proving by her example that life has no pleasore more
nokle than fri hip.

We are now in the throes of preparing for the celebration of
pur 21st hirthday in October 1972, This is a great achievement,
when a number of us cannot help but recollect how we started
with only a handful of members.

We again tharr:g. the Board of Management for the use of the
5 Hall and its amenities.

- SorHis Morris, Hon, Secrotary.
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snuff, Tt could well be imagined that one had arrived in one of
the famous Polish wooden 8 ogues of long ago described and
illustrated in a book by George Loukomski. (T have an idea that
the shop below was not Jewish-owned.) Many, many years later,
when my wile and T were paying a visit to the exotic synagogues of
Men Shearim — with our host a professorial expert on mysticism
who held o Chair at the Hebrew University, long before this round
became a tourist high spot in Jerusalem — we came across one, T
think Bokharan, which reminded me strongly of my old frends
the Kahal Chassidim. But to my amusement, I confess, this impres-
sion slightly cooled when I saw a prominent notice in Hebrew on
the wall: “It is forbidden 1o @alk in this synagogue while prayers
are being said,”

“Could Reform have penetrated here?™ 1 almost said — which
reminds me that in Manchester's shool half-mile, but across the
road from all the others (an appropriate topographical nicety?)
was the also imposing building of the Reform Congregation. tho

confinued on poge 35
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It doesn’t matter if you are not good-looking

The story is told that Rabbi Joshua, the son of Chananya, was
so severely plain that a Roman Emperor's daughter, combining
at once a compliment and an insull, asked why so much wisdom
should be deposited in s0 homely a wessel.  Tradition savs thai
he advized ber to pul her father’s wine in golden jars to prove to
her that, since the wine was spoilt. good wisdom, like good wine,
may be best preserved in plain receptacles.

Rabki Joshua waz also very poor and eked oul a scanty
existence as a neodle-maker. Like a true genius, he broke through
all the disadvantages that handicapped him and became a great
teacher at the Rabbinical Academy and a leader in Tsrael

He lived in the period immediately before and for some time
after the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 B.CE, His
name is familiar to all of us as one of the five leading disciples
of Rabbi Jochanan, the son of Zacchai (Ethics of the Fathers,
Chap. 2, Mishnah 10).

n recounting the praises of these disciples, Rabbi Jochanan
said of Rabbi Joshua, "Happy is she that gave him birth.”

All his life Rabbi Joshua was famous for his gentleness and
moderation, which prevenfed many a sphit in Judaism that often
threatened when divergence of view reached danger point.

He endeavoured to close the breach betwesn [sracl and the
Romans and advised a gracefol submizsion to the inevitable and
ihe avoidance of a confrontation with the mighty armies of Rome.
While he lived his advice was heeded; it was only afier his death
that the flag of revolt was raised by Bar-Kochba, with all jts
resultant tragedy for the people of Tsrael.

When Rabbi Joshua, the son of Chananya, died. it was said
that “good counsel ceased in Tsrael.” Nevertheless, his gemins and
his example have been & source of inspiration in every generation.

HS.
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second to be established im this couniry afier the schism in London
in 1840, Which furiher reminds me of the story of the directions
given by a wiltty minister in London to an American inguirer who
wished to find the Liberal Synagogue.  As yvou all oo doubt koow,
this large. poriicoed building is opposite the famous Lord's cricket
ground. The minister told his interlocutor that he would find
the synagogue in St. John's Wood Road, "But,” he added, “not on
the Lord's side!” | once heard the late Rabbi Dr. 1. Mattuck,
Senior Minister of the Liberal Synagogue, repeat this story with
E‘!’ﬂ.t AMUusSIcnL.

I am eschewing any comment on the architeciure or furnish-
ings of synagopues — not even about the position of the bira! -
but T do know that 1 was shighily {faken aback when I first visited
the Mew West End Synagogue in London because it seemed to me
that this handsome building had been bodily transplanted from

corriinned on pape 36
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Gifts for the Succah

When the Hall and kitchens were recently redecorated it was
found expedient to close the ceiling opening in the old Board
Room which has for many vears functioned as a Succah.  Thanks
ter the arduous work of those ever-ready helpérs, Dr. Denis Caplan
and Mr. Jack Langdon, a brand new Succah is emergiig on a
piece of open ground between the Hall and the classroom block.
Thiz will be ready in time for the Festival and. as the area is
larger than before, we need your help, by gifts of froit and wine,
more than ever, Kindly bring vour donations and gifts on Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, Sept. 19,20 and 21.  They will be
mest gratefully received.
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Prince's Road, Liverpool. The two buildings are virually “twins,™
bt the Provinces have the edge on London hecause Prince’s Road
wis consecrited in 1A74 and the WNew West End in 1879, five vears
later. Az a visitor to relatives o Liverpool when T was 2 boy.
[ attended Prince’s Road Synagopue and found that even on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur T was admitted without a ticket, on
which requirement they were rather strict normally provided
I saf om the back row. Curicsity made me inquire about this
privilege and I was informed that the whaole long back row was
purposzly left vacant, and free of cost. 16 accommodate sirangers
to the town, purticularly saflors and ‘seafarers who found them-
selves in Liverpoc! during these sacred Festivals.

Like most Jewish tourists, T visit synagogones when I'm abroad
Mot many vears ago, myv wife and [ were passing through Amster-
dam and had am hour to spare. Tt was a summer Friday, and
we were to zpend Shabbat in a smaller ploce. Buot T rushed my
wife off to the secluded sguare where the oldest Sephardi syna-
gogue, a' scheduled historic monument, is situated, so that she
eould see this “mother™ synagogue of Bevis Marks. As luck would
have it, two other couples arrived at the same time, 2 man and
wife from South Africa and ancther pair from the US.A.. bent on
the same errand. "We found a gentleman in a neighbouring houss
who turned out 1o be an official, but he refused to open the locked
doar of the synagogue for us to look inside, on the grounds that
visiting time ended at 4 p.m. on Fridays and it was now five pasi
four! He was quite immune to persuasion and returned to his
house, leaving six Jewish visitors from abroad with a poor view

- in both senses — of the famouws place,

At the famons Paris synmagogue in the Rug de la Victoire,
which in many ways rivals the great marble synagogue in Rome,
[ remember being ushered right to the froni fow by an insistent
shawnash, who placed me in a seat which bore a not unknown nisme-
plate: “CGiry pE Romascunn.” It was a Sabbath morning, and
it did cross my mind that perhaps this was a delicate hint aboul
their expectations when T was given the imevitable visitor's aliyal
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ORGANISATIONS

fand addresses for inguiries)

Hommersmith § Ladies’ Guild Meets first Tuesday even-
ing in the month in the Synagogue Hall. Tel. 748 6853,

Hammersmith § Parents’ Assn. Hon, Sec.; Mra. 5. Verby,
45 Gardens Mansions, 5.W.6, Tel. 736 3731, ;

Hammersmith Friendship Club. Meets every Wednesday in the

magjw Hall, Chairman; Mrs. H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk
. W12, Tel 743 3276,

Hummersmith and District Women's Zlonist Society.
Inquiries to Mrs. Jennie Caplan, Tel. 748 2727,

: _ Bush & Chelsen District Defence Com-
mittee (under the auspices of Board of Deputies of British
Jews) Ingquiries ot Jewish Board of Deputies, Waoburn House,
Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1.

Himmersmith and West Kensingion Branch of the MNorwood
Charity Trust. Bepresentative: Miss J, Lichiblan, 27 Waven-
don Avenue, W.4,

West London Jewish Youth Centre Sponsoring Commibtes. Hum-
mersmith Representative: Dr. C. B. Hodes, 1 Ashchurch Ter.
Askew Road, W.12.

West London Young Zionist Society. Chairman: Mr, David
Adlass. Tel. 204 14562,

Jewish Lads' Brigade — Hammersmith Cn{i'ﬁﬂgndc Secretary:
Woburn House, Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1. Tel. 387 5148.

Associntion of Jewish Ex-Service Men and Women (Hammersmith
and District Branch). Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. 8. Bankover, 47
Emlyn Road, W.12. Tel, 743 5139.

Hammersmith and West Kensington e Library. Hon. Sec.

and Librarian: Miss B Longhorn, 24 Linkenholt Mansions,
W.a, Tel, 748 3577,

Jewlsh Youoth Study Groups —West London Branch.
Inguiries to Miss Angela Hodes, Tel. 743 2920.






