


THE CHIEF RABEI'S
NEW YEAR MESSAGE FOR 5724

_ We often hear of e who ure said to carry out their 1asks
with Mesirut Mefesh, The rerm Mesirud Nefesh denoies the un-
swerving lovally and coorage of the faithful Jew who will dare all
and even sacrifice hiv life in the service of God and in obedience 1o
Hiz Law., The pages of Jewish history 12l of Jewish men and
wonmen who have exemphified soch lofty relivious attributes, When
the study of the Torah was forbidden, schools and synagowrues
forcibly closed and the observance of Mitzvoth suppressed, Jews
at the peril of their lives sought to maintain Torah and testimony,
the life-line of hope and survival, Mesirut Nefesh shines most
brightly if poigrantly inihe darkness of dversity and inhumamity.

Recently o Jew from one of the Boliic countries whick are part
of Sowviel Russin, who managed (o come 1o fhe Wesd, spoke af his
efforis 1o have his geandson circumicised, of the manner in which
Jews met [or prayer in & lown when one synagogue after another
had heen closed, of the steps that are taken 1o colehrile & martiage
according o the Tow of Moses and Israel, From Buossi we have a
contemporary witness that the spirit of Mesirut Nefesh is not
guénched.

Bui what of Jews ke ourselves for whom there is no external
obstacle to teach and practise our faith, who can build synagonues
and schools amd maintain religions institutions? Wherein do we or
may we have an opportonity of Mesirut Mefesh? 1 would
foor answer that a mun may be capable of Mesirul Nefesh when noa
climate of moral laxity he hobds fast 10 the moral values and
disciplines of our rebigron, 11 35 Mesirul Mefesh for one who oo
matter what chances of fortune or carcer may be forfeited as a
conseguence will not ane Sabbaihs and Festivals nor abandon
his trust in the Almighty. Rabbi Eliezer of Worms, the thirteenth
eentury moralist, reflects in his book the Rokeach on the fact that
in the dread davs of persccution when force wis used on Jews to
mive up their fuith, there were many who readily gave their lives in
its dfefence. In betier days the Jew has still to de with evil
desiregs involving infractions of the laws of morality, be wvictor-
ious in the mastery of yourself vou bave 1o be prepared o sacrifice
oneness 10 self-indulgence  and  unlicensed  gratification  of
mpulses. Thar calls for Mesitut Nefesh. As the Solemn Days
approach may we pray lor the stimulus of Mesirut Mefesh to live
good and worthy Tives, blessed by the Giver of Life.

I =end my cordial Mew Year preetines 1o the Eduorial Boord
amil readers of yoor magazine.

ISRAEL BRODIE

Chigl Rabhi




ITEMS OF INTEREST

M, andd Mrs. Jack Levy, the well-known citerers and proprie-
tors of the * Hand and Flower ™ in Hammersmith Road, and jong.
standing members of our congreganon, fecently celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary, The ceremony ook place on 23nd
February, 1913, at the Sandys Row Synazogue. One of the fosinders
of that 5:.mago§u: was Mr. Levy's greal uncle, Isaac Levy., Thore s
a tablet 10 his memory in the synagorue. His great-greals
grandfather was an ahle-bodied seaman. The discharge papers are
still in the possession of the famaly., These reveal that be served
under Captain Hardy who was aide-de-camp 1o Lord Nelson, Our
wirmes! congratulations to Mr. and Mrs, Levy and every good wish
for many more years of health and happiness,

Our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs, Hyman Gelpsman on their
Golden Wedding Anniversary, which occurred in July, The Celps-
mans have long associations with ihe synagozue, Before they
settled in Hammersmith, they had already established o good record
of communal achievement in other parts of London. Here, they
have interested themseives in everything apperiaming o the welfare
of the community, and hove endeared themselves o all who know
them by their quict dignity and modesiy. For many wvears, Mr,
Sﬂi;zlp.sman has been a leading figure in the West London Zionist

ClEty.

DUCHANING

We are happy o announce that the Blessing of the Cohanim
will be officially re-iniroduced on Bosh Hashanah, It was incor-
porated in the Service on Shavuoth with great success, and added
greatly 1o the dignity and interest of the Service.

EDITORIAL

The original stained-glass window over the Ark was damaged
by enemy action during the war, and was replaced by o window,
which, apart from being brightly coloured, had nothing aesthetic or
meaningful to commend it. Now, through the kimdness and menero-
sity of Mr, O, Libowitz, 4 magnificenl new window will meet the
e of congregants when they enler the synagosue for the New
Year, The donor has presenied it in memory of his wife Bessic,
Some explanaiory noles an the symbalism of the design will he
Fowimd in our pages,

We extend most cordial greetings for the New Year o the
Mayor and Mayoress of Hammersmith, Councillor Stanley M.
Atkins, LP, and Mrs. Atkins. The Civic Service of Prayer and
Dedication which was held atour synagogue in conjunctlion with the
Shephernds Bush, Fulham and Dastrict gyrw,gtgur. of which he is
President, made 4 remarkable impact on the hundreds of non-Jews
who were present. An account of the ceremony, and excerpis Trodn
the memorable sermon preached by Rev. ). L. Abrams, Minister of
the Shepherds Bush synagogue, will be found in this issue,

The Mayor and Mayoress have aecepted an anvitalion 1o be the
suests of honowur ab owur annual ball, which is to be heki on Decem-
her Bth, We hope the commumity will give 1his function their whaole-
hearted support.

Onee again, cultoral activities will play a prominent part in the
autumn and winter programme. A series of popular lectures under
the avzpices of Jews Collepe and the University of London wall be
wiven by Babbi Dr. 5. Gu&tlmun, M.AL, DL, on Monday even-
ings, commencing October 14ih, Rev. 5. Venitl will conduct a
study of the praver book, historical backgroumd, teachings and
CaslimS, on 'I';mm}it}' evenings, commencing MNovember Tth. This
will Form part of a general scheme of studies for the Weat London
arem.

The Riverside Jewish Social Club has arruneed an ambitious
programme, which includes the names of several prominent
speakers, The main aim of the organizers is to gel the comumunity
treether socially,

We wish all those engaged in communal service, the charitabhe
groups, the youth orgamsations, the Ladies Guild, the Friendship
Club, a successful and rewarding vear of sctivity.

We extend our warm thanks to all who have helped oz on the
production of the issue, the contributors of articles and the donors.

We wish all our members and their families a year of happiness,
good heafth, prosperity and [ulfilment. May enduring peace be
estahlished amongst the peoples of the world.



The Hon. Officers and Board of Mannssmen! extend their
Compliments and st Wishes for o Happy MNew Year to all
Members of the Congregation and their Famlies,

The Reverend and Mes, 5, Venill and Family wish to convey
their sincere wishes for a Happy and Prosperous Mew Year 1o the
Honorary (Mlicers, to the Board of Mavagement, relatives, friends
and members of the Sybagopus.

The Reverend and Mrs. Samuel Forscher snd Buth, wish to
convey their warmest greetings for the New Yeor to the Honorary
CHficers, 10 the Bourd of Management, and o all members of the
Congregation and their families.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Cohen extend their most cordial good
wishes for the Mew Year 10 all members of the congresation.

Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Busky and Daughter extend cordial greet-
ings 10 all members of the Congregation and members of the Chioir,

Mr. and Mrs. C. Baumgartner send their compliments to all
the Congregation.

CAN YOU HELP?

1 appeal 1o all those in the Community who know of any one
who s completely—or almost compleicly - homebound 1o make &
point of arranging a regular visit. Only those who are in this
calegory know whal outside contact means, and this does not
exclude those who live with their familics, The imporiant thing is
i regular call, be il once o week, once i forinight. or once o month,
The effort will soon develop into a plessure for you.

FL.

Civic Service at Brook Green

On Sunday, June 9th, there ook place in Hammersmith Syna-
gogrue an event which will long be remembered by those present.
Ihe occasion was the civie service held 10 mark the imduction of
Councillor Sianley M, Atkins, LP., as Muavor of Hammersmith,
Sixty years had elapsed since u Jew, Joseph Levy, was last elected
Muyor of the borowgh and a civic service held in the Svaapopue.

Counciller Atkins is President of the Shepherds Bosh Syna-
roee, and the service was held at Brook Green because of s
arper socommodation.

~ The many confingents of the Mayoral procession marched in
brilliant sunshine from the Town Hall, k=d by (he fund of the 10th
Battalion the Parachute Begiment T.A.

The flower-bedecked Synagogue was soon lilled with its Inrpely
unfamiliar congregation—purpe-robed aklermen and councillars,
the Town Clerk, the Deputy Licutenant of the County of Lowdon,
Members of Parlisment, and representatives of all those organisa-
tions which form part of the civic life of the borough. The Stan-
dards of the Briush Legion and the Associalion of Jewish Ex-
servicemnen were placed m position on both sides of the Almemar,
and the service began,

Ol the service one can truly say that it malched the occasion.
Rev. 5. Forscher and the choir sing pravers and  psalms in
melodions harmony, and Rev, 5, Venilt read aptiy-chosen scriptural
verses, The Mavoer reciled o praver, first in Hebrew, and then o
English. Rev. [. L. Abrams, the Minister of Shepherds Bush
Synagogug, followsd with @ most mpressive sermon.

Taking a5 his theme the brotherhood of man be saal, = One
Law and one ordinance shall be both for you and for the stranger
that sojourneth with you.' This verse faken from the book of
Mumbers embodies one of the lofoest ideals hegqueathed 1o man-
kind, that of the equality und right of the individual, . . Humanity
as @ universal brotherhood is the greatest ideal we can place before
ws, capecially in these times of bitler sirife and racial riots, How the
world i suffering from the neglect of this precious Bible-teaching.
Those of us who reside in the Borough of Hemmersmith, a Boroo
which embraces all types and creeds, can be proud of the fact that
the words of my toxi, "One Law dind one ordinance for all ® is
demonsirated inoa practical manser. . . . The manner of this morn-
ing’s service, when representatives of all walks of life come together
in this House of God, headed by the newly-elected Mayor, a proud
member of a m'mnr'rtj' faith, 5 & pracical manilestation of this
fetlowship and comradeship and gives us just cause for jubilation.
From the commencement of Jewish history, the Jew has been taught
to identify himself with civic life. Throughour Rabbinic literamre
constant mention is made concerning our dulies ss citizens. * Seek



the peace of the city whither [ have caused vou to dwell and pray
unte the Lord for it {or in the peace thereof shall ve luve peage.' ™

** This is the day that the Lord has made, we will be glad aml
rejoice in iL° 1t is imdeed o moment for rejoicing when despite
present duy distractions and a decline in spisitual values the munici-

al year and commencement of Mavoral Office should be precedad

¥ i visil toa House of Worship, Speaking on behall of mv two
colleazues and indecd on behalf of all the Jewish residents of this
Borough, it 15 with 4 great sense of pride that Textend o very wirm
wiloome 1o all of Enn hiere this morning, * Blessed be he that cometh
in the mame of the Lowd, we bless vou owl of the House of the
Lord.” Al the representative bodies who participated in the march
from the Tows Hall to the Synagoge, as well as ihe Alde e and
Councillors, hive shown by their presence that (hey cherish the
ideal of brotherhood and at the same time have indicated their
lovalty to His Worship,™

Rev. Abrams then proceeded to address the Mayor, emiphasis.
ing that the honour and glory of his office carried with it respon-
gibilitics and exacting commitments, His characier and qualities, as
indeed was well Kknown 1o most present, were such as to augur well
for-a fruithul period of office.

Bev, Abrams concluded by asking the congregation o riss
while he bestowed the priestly bepediction: ™ The Lord bless thes
and keep thee, the Lord muke His face to shine upon thee and be
gracious unto thee, the Lord turn His face unto thee and give thee

peace.”
5.0,

THE SUCCAH

will be ready for decorating on
Tuesday and Wednesday, 181 and 2nd October.
Gifts of Mowers, Tolisge, wine, 1o, will be grarefully accepled,
ulso donations towards the purchase of cakes,

It will be greatly appreciated if members could send ther gifts
on those days, between 10 am, and | pom,

Offerings from all members of the Congregation will haelp 1o
make the Succah celebrations worthy of this festival, and emulate
the wonderful cffort made last year,

The Call of Ellul

* But if 15 & spirit in man
Amgd the breath of the ALMIGHTY.,
That giveth them understanding ™ 0B 12:8,

There is no greater enemy (o the spirit of Judaism than routine,
aind as ihe davs of Elul end, and already we are conscious of
the approach of Rosh Hashanah and the Day of Afonement, the
guestion may arise in our minds * How near 8 God o us?", The
pnswer must be * How near are we to G—d? ™.

We tend in our dav-to=day life o be ohsessed by mundane
ihoughis and actions, We pursue the superficialities of life and are
hemmed in by petly desires. We are both deal and blind 10 the
necds of the soul and it iz only on mare occasions thal we are
stirred and roused 10 a higher spititual appreciation.

Fosh Hazhanah and Yom Kippur are occasions when we are
awire of & senze of awe, but also g sense of love, of devolion and of
yearning 1o reach out 10 G-d. A depth of sensitivity to o Spiritual
Cuall enters our Soul. How do we answer the Call? How long does
this feeling of wonder amd 1he glory of spiritual perception kast?
Indeed. even L experience it momentarily is an ennoblement of the
Soul. How can we hope to retain this feeling of wonder and
appreciation of Spirilual Elevation?

We must learn 1o perform the Mitzvol with a frue consciogs-
ness and understanding of their meaning aml wordh, We musi
realise Mhat we must not only carey oul ﬁw Mitevor, but that we
musf live by them.

" For the Mitzvah s a lamp
and the teaching is light™ Proverbs fa: 211

Therefore the performance of o Mitzvah brings lighe, the lighe
of understanding, and the continual performance of Mitzvod if
undertaken with due thought and deliberation, produces an
enlightenment of the Spirit, and provides food Tor thoughi,

There is no belter time to seek G- than at this time of the
year, when our hearts, minds and Souls are turned 1owards Spiritual
Redemption.

AMOM,



Youth and Age

The affinity beiween the young and old has always been the
subject of comment. Certainly it is true of the help given to Tewish
refugees and deprived Jews.

In France, [or insfance, where the Jewish Community has been
almoxd doubled in eight years by the influx of refusces, Those
children who need special care have been aceommaodated in uxixlinﬁ
Children’s Homes. School and children and teenapers, throug
well-planned  leisure-tinte activities, are being intesrated into the
French Jewish Community afier. in many cases, years spent in &
country torn by Civil War.

The ald people are a much more difficolt problem. Al the
Hd Ape Homes are overcrowded: suitable premises for the
establishment of new ones are non-existent. In North Africa, Teom
where most of them come, the grand parents lived with their children
but new their familics live ten or feelve 10 one small ropm and
cannot scoommaodate them,

Taking a quick ook at the couniries from which many came,
wie himd thal the concern of the welfare organisations hitherto has
been for the childeen, Medical centres for children, nurseries,
schonls, clothing programmes so that they need not go about in rags
and above all nutribon. Mow the old people have become a big
problem. Muany of their children huve left these countries and they
are, consequently, homeless, Sleeping in doorwayvs and even the
cemetery is commonplace, To make some impact on a huge nead,
an OId Ape Home s being established in Casablunca, the first of is
kmad in Moroceo,

How is the Communily in Great Britam concerned in these
problems? Throwgh the Centrul British Fund For Jewish Relief and
Hehabilitation and British OSE, it has been giving help in many
paris of the world, To highlight a few of therr special projects—
a subgtantial contribulion For major repaits 10 an old Centre now
used by 210 children [rom North Africa living in the poorest parl of
Montmurtre: equipment for the Old Age Home in Casablanca -
maintenance of a nursery for 600 children in Marrakesh: o large
medical centre in Teberan @ a mobie medical unit for the Falashas
in Ethiopia.

This is o small part of the long list which will dwindle unless
mare peaple give their sympathetic support.

A child watting for admission 10 a nursery in Norih Africa, an
old woman hoping for a bed in a Home in France are just two of
the people with one thing in common—hope of help in the near
future.

LECTURE PRESENTATION OF
“ The Fundamental Books of Judaism

The continuity of Jewish cadition stems from Sina, The
historic conscicusness of a whole people revolves on the Divine
source of the written and oral Law imparted Lo Moses and Tanded
down in successive pencralions 1o our own duy. The power and
keenness of Jewish imellect have been enriched and strengthened by
constant sty of the Divine Torah. This treasury ol the mind and
spiril hiis enabled us 1o bring 1o our dwily lives o sense of spiritual
fulfilment.

As the * People of the Book,” we have therefore taken upon
ourselves the responsibility of an intensive study not only of the
Torah as the source book, but of the supplementary volumes com-
piled by a succession of Rabbinic luminaries.

Loss of national status and Jewish Exile rendered the codifica-
tion of the oral Law all imporiant n order to preserve the [abric of
our faith, Thus was evolved the * Mishnah,™ and in the succeeding
cenfuries, the ull embracing and massive compilation, the
* Talmud,” which regulates the life-cyele of the Jew.

The presentation of Tewish theology and philosophy reached
an unprecedented height by the advent of Maimonides who sub-
lime books, the © Yad Hacheokah ™ and * Guide 1w the Perplexed ©
amongs! his other works, brought illumination 10 the mind and rare
elevation fo the spirit of man. Among the mystics of Safed, Joseph
Curo elaborated and brought the codes of Jewish ritual and juris-
prudence to world-wide recognition by Jewry in his authoritative
work, ** Bhulchan Aruch,” completed in Palesting and published in
Venice i the sixteenth century. The rabbinic codes of Maimonides
anil Caro have imprinded their miark on the outlook and the practice
of Judaizm i this very day,

In order to follow the nghi signposts in the parsuil of truth
and o acquire o deeper appreciation of Divine Will, we JTews have
always turned for spiritual and intellecival puidance 1o these Tunda-
miental hooks of JTudaism,

We in Hammersmith are most privileged to have the oppor-
tunity of sttending a course of ten weekly Tectures to be given by
Rabbi Dr, 5. Goldman, M.A,, on this greal subject, commencimg on
Monday, 14ih October, a1 B30 Tm in the Synagogue Hall. The
series will be characierised by illuminated stides 10 illusirale some
of the literary and scholarly masterpieces under discussion. Rabhi
Dr. Goldman, whi is the spiriteal leader of the 5t John's Wood
Synagogue, is a scholar of outstanding repute, and we look forward
i umigue presentation. A warm welcome 35 extended 1o all
congregunis and friends fo participate.




What's in a Name?

Derivilicn of namcs is u fascinating: subject. Jewish nomen-
clature has n hitlﬂr}' all s own. Surmimes were evived amonge
Jews only as kate as the Nincieenth Cenlury: perhaps carlicr among
Sephardim.  Originally  these were  Palronymic, for  exampie
Abrikameson (Son of Abmeham), Davidovireh {Son of Dovidis
Mames like Calewn, Levy and Tirap! were obwious, Some wore
pocupational, henge Shockel, Lefrer, Schaeider, Shuster.  Many
were peographical such as Herliner. foltander, Worihawsky, and
somie descriplive like Greenberg, Bosengporrie, Appdehdrin. Some-
times surnames were imposed on Jews af the whim ol odlicials
{when registration in East Exrope became compulsory ) and Frmilics
suffered namaes like O, Fferdenkopy, Kiizeneliendogen, Podeschwa
(Rumssian for Soleh

AL the turn of the cenfory, where theve was o Bood of ciigra-
Aign From Russin o fhe West, many ook e appartunity to :|j-_1pt
less combersomie ey, Indeed when English immieration officers
were confronted witli Jong unpronouncible nnmes, it wos fur easier
to put down Colien, aml s many an English *Cohen® was
"ardained  onoareival g the Thames Basin or Harwich Docks,
Small wonder, therefore, that their children anglicised  them.
Kogan s Russinn for Caben, which sometimes became Copen on
crossing the Marth Sen, Simmpe (0 fhnok of Al as descending
from Cobanim, Incideninily the nome Koz iz o confraction of two
Hebrew words * Kohen Teedek * (Rightoous Prigst) and wsoally the
bearer is a penuine * Coben”

We are all familer with the wsoal vorinis of Coden, bot fwo
which I have encountered, 1 think, ore impenious, Parsoss and
Priestley. Levy has had muny viriations, but o simple one 1 have
met is Elvy. Hy ithe wav, | knew n Yorkshire Tamiky pomcd Lewi,
which wgre sol Jewssh and bove had o Jewisl connections as far
bick as they oan trace. They had noser thoughl io chanpe (heir
mame. This family eould be a relic of the early settlement in York-
shire hefore the Expulsion of the Jews from England in 1290 by
Edward the Firsi,

Since the State of Tsrael there hng heen, of course, o reversion to
Hebrew names aml so: Freedmog becomes Ben-Chorin, . Soinves
is now Shekhord, Miller reverts o Kencld, First names oo are
undergoing o transition. Some have come o ol circke, -
Hymig-Harvey and  back to  Chate;  Moske-Morry-Mavirice-
sanipavrery (come Zu De Buba) and hack 10 Mol {3 neéw Drsh
on * Me-Mosh'e vad Mosh’el 1t is o welcome step lowards neal
“Jowizh * nomenclature, because Rosenbere, Goldoebin, RBienboum
and the fike are mod Jewish, B s undersiendable that Tinle wtach-
ment was fell jowards. them by their bolders and i was natural 1o
ASEUME MLmes more usual in e country of ther adoption.

In this connection the <lofy comes 10 mind of Kewenetshy
who emigeated (o Americi. The members of his family who lal
preceded him were now cufled Kove, and owhen inodoe time he
applied for American citizenship, he o reguesied that he be
allowed 1o be called Kave, He presented himsell io the examining
judze, who noted his request. His Homour then delivered himsell of
a little Homily and said, * Before you decide (o change the name
you have barme For so bong—think about i, Look st me! My name
15 CF Brien, my father's name was & Brien. my grandfather's name
wits €' Brien and his Father before him too. Give i1 a littke thoughe.™
" You're right.,” said Kavenersky, * 1 too will chanae my name to
¥ Brien.”

M.AA,

Count Your Blessings

It was Sunday moming. 1 had just awakened; the tine was
ahout hall past six. There was » stillness in the air except for the
ticking of the clock on the dressing table, As 1 glanced out of the
window there were large Toreboding clouds in the sky. Ruth and 1
had planned o spendd the day in Brighion, bt the outlosk at that
moment seemed far from promising.

As 1 kay awake with an air of despondency and feeling far
from enthusiastic with what the day had 10 offer, n sudden feeling of
inspiration started to stir within me. 1 booked through the window
again, but this time 1 thought of the masses of people the world
over who were awnkening at that mamen! 1o perpetoal darkness.
I felt ashamed that T had not realised how besutifel those clowds
reifly were,

The clock was still ticking on the dressing tuble but although |
had always regarded it as and ordinery monotonous soumd, at that
mament | knew that without the ability 10 hear it ticking 1 should be
unable 1o hear the grest works of music that lave been written over
the cenluries.

I thought of the many people who were bed cidden: onable 1o
rigee out of bed, unahle 10 walk, when T hul onby o throw back 1he
blamkets and leap out of hed,

But now that feeling of despondency 1 was experiencing earlier
had completely given way to a state of intense enthusiasm. We went
o Brighton afier all, the sun did shine.

Since that moming, severnl years ago, | often remember the
lesson it taught me, . . . To count your blessings; be thankful for all
the untold gifts that Heaven has bestowed, but which we normally
take for granted. Do this and you will be enthusiastic; it works like

MAZIC, .
GERALD COHEN




CHASAN TORAH AND CHASAN BERFSUITH

Readers will be pleased to learn of this year's lelicitous choice
of Chasanin;—
Chasan Torah—Rev, 8, Vienilt
Chasan Bereshith—Dv, L. Freeosn,

'J_J!H.'._E-E"rﬂu'“l:lll wis Umarminons and was received with oreat
acchimation,

Mot only are these pentlemen desmied wirrthy because of their
personal qualities and great service 1o the community, bt this WEAT
also happens o coincide with memosable landmarks in their lives,

Rev. Venitl this year celebrales the 25th year of his entry into
the Ministry, and we in Hummersmith are teily fortunate (o have
hiad hirm as cur leader and guide for the last 17 years. ‘We hope he
may celebrate many more happy anniversaries in our midst. In
addition Rev. and Mrs. Venitl will be celebrating their Silver
Wedding Anniversary next Febroary.

Dr. and Mrs. Freeman have recently celebrated their Silver
Wedding Anniversary. An active lay reader and former Warden,
Dr. Freeman has endeared himself 1o all, as much lor the sincerity
of his convictions as for the selflessness of his activitics,

We are sure there will be an unusually large atlendance at the
Synagogue Festival Services and at the Simchat Toruh Reception
on Sunday, 13th October, 1963.

Nodes an the Stained Gkass Window presented im memary of (e Labe Hes. Libowitz

The inscription at the top of the window i tuken from
Proverhs 6 v, 23, Iis translation is;
*“For the Commandment is a lamp, and the eaching is lisht, and
reproofs of instruction are the way of life””

The Menorah represents the lamp and the opened Torah Seroll
beneath, the light mentioned in this verse. These two symbols are
set agningt (he background of an Israel landscape, The bloom of
the magnolia tree was the favourite fower of the late Mrs. Liboagix
10 whose memory the window is dedicated. In the same way the
illustrations in the semi-circular surround remingd of her many poaod
gualities. The window, as it is placed, forms an exiension of the
ark which contains the scrolls of the law (Sifri Torah) and it is
iherefore fiting that the end of the verse chosen should remind the
worshipper of a fundamental precept of Jewish teaching. The
design of the Menarah and ils decorative surround are a free adap-
tation of the Coat of Arms of the State of Israel and with the opened
scroll beneath it also conveys the messape of

* For out of Lion shall go forth the law, and the word of the

Lord from Jerusalem.” R, L, ROTHSCHILD.

For Ladies Only!

For some time now I have beea turning over in my mind the
pewsibilities of adding a new, and regolar feature 1o cach edition
of " The Brook ™—w add a feature that will relleet the [emals
influence in the Community,

Today, most women lead interesting and Toll lives, and it
would be stimulating to all of us, if we conld share in them,

Articles about the eternal problem of feeding our families
on one, perhaps two substantial meals o day, s providing an
endless variety st all timies, is o common problem 10 us all, and
a new approgch would relieve the boredom of repetition,. There
must be many ladies who possess Jewish recipes of a cosmopolitin
origin, which have been handed down throughout  the  past
generations of their womenfolk. We would love 1o try them:! we
could then look a1 the sume old fowl from quite o different point
af view!

We could all wse some new hints for the house, or even for
the beautification of our appearances, and 1 don't mean to be

persomal!

Humorous anecdotes relating our experiences from oing. 1o
the butcher, to buying a new hat for Yom Tov, At this time of
the year, especially, there is always plenty to write about, and
refive. after our annual holidays in Bournemouth or on the
Costa Brava,

There 15 an endless, wide variety of subjects 1o choose From,
and I am convinged that there will always be something 1o read
on Our Page that will give pleasure (o someone.

Anyonie who can write & good letter, can wrile a pood anticle,
umdd the potentials are enormous, Please lndies. et us show the
men thal we can be amusing as well as practical. I would be
defighted 1o hear from anyone who has anything to contribute
in the way of ideas for The Pags. or better still 10 receive your
articles. Perhaps you would et me know whist you would like
to hear shout as your special inferest,

| am quile sure that | am justified in thinking thal we can add
to cach edition of * The Brook™ as a regular feature—" The
Women's Page” | cannot do it alone, I need your help and

1 [.
e JEAN H, CAPLAN,
54 South Parade, W 4,




Words! Words!! Words!!!

Readers, I hope, will remember the previous articlz on this
subject, in which wag given a short lisi of words with their deriva-
thoms which had some connection with the Hible, or with the
Hebrew lnnguage, or with the lund of Israel. A book prize was then
offered for any comparable list submitted o the Editor,

_ No official entrics have been submitted, but unofficiully 1 was
given some words with facetious derivations. My family and friends
immiedintely said that these facetious derivations were more inferest-
ing than true derivations, But then, when did o prophel have
honour in his own couniry, The prize offer Tor a penuine list 15 =0l
open.

Meanwhile here are a few additional words which 1 hope will
prove of mterest particularly o those who so kindly asked for more
—io my great surprise and gratification.

JERLUSALEM ARTICHOKE

Has nothing to do with Jerusalem amd is not even an arlichoke,

It is a plamt of the same genus ax (he common sunflower, the

roods of which are used as food and the leaves given to caitbe.

Jerusulem is the corruption of the lralian * girasole *—

suniiower,

Artichoke—[rom the simikirity in Aavour of ils root to that of

this plant,

SATAN
The eneiny of men; the devil; the chief of the fallen angels.
From the Hebrew —satun—enemy.

MYRRH

A bitter aromatic transparent gum exuded from the bark of a

shrub in Arabia, Used in medicine for its odour. From the

Hebrew * mara ™ to be bitter, Sce Ruth 1:20, * Call me ol

Maomi [meaning sweel] call me Mara ™ [meaning bilter].
CIDER

Literally an intoxicating drmk; a drink made from apple juice,

French—cidre.  Latin—sicera, Greck—sikera—strong  drink,

Hebrew—shakar—to be intoxicated; shaychar—strong drink.
MANMA

The Food supplied w the Istaclites in the wilderness: a sweetish

exudation from many trees as the ash of Sicily, Hebrew —ban

hu?—what is it?
CAMEL

Literally the begrer. An anmal of Asia and Africa with one or

two humps used as a beast of durden and for riding. Compare

with Hebrew ** pamal ™,

Eniries for ihe book prize will be accepted until Rosh
Hashanah Habah, Good Luck and n Happy New Year.

H.5

The Priestly Blessing

Oive of the most impressive features of the service, both in the
Femple of Jerusalem and in the synagogue, was the priesty blessing.
Lhis had its origin_in the command and the formula ordained in
Mum. vi, 22-27; “Amd the Lord spoke unto Moses suying : Speak
unto Asron amd unio his sons saying on this wise shall ve hliess the
children of 1sreel suying unto them @ The Lord bless thee and keep
thee: the Lond make His face shine npon thee, and be gracious
unto thee: the Lond lift up Flis countenance upon thee and give thee
peace.

Originally the priestiy blessing was a funciion performed every
morning. 11 ook place in the Temple after the sacrifice of the daily
offering, whilst in the synagogue it wiss part of the regular service so
long as the necessary quorum of ten men was present, Bot in the
course of time, as daily affairs hecame loo pressing to allow the
people to spend so msch fime ai their devolions, the blessing wis
recited oaly by ihe reader, and introduced by o bricl prayver such as
is inserted m the common daily ritual: whilst the actual blessing by
the priests was reserved for the Sabbath and the Holydays. Finally,
in vicw of the fact that on fesfival days people ane betier disposed
both in bady and soul for the reception of the divine blessing, owing
i their greater cheerfulness of spini, the Testival days alone were
rétained for the impariing of the priestly blessing which was inserted
in the Musal service since (he atiendance was always larger al the
Musal service.

_P'.-'Im:_'p' rules were observed by the pricsts when prosouncing the
blessing, amongst them the following are the most important! the
blessing was to he pronounced ;

(1) only in the Hebréw language ;

(2} oaly when stunding ;

(3 with uplified hands ;

(4} ina lood vawe =3 thai all could hear ;

{5} The pricsis faced the congregation out of respect Tor the
people, bui the ltter were not allowed to {mﬁk ul the
priests whilst the blessing was spoken, lest their atiention
should be distracted and their devotions disturbed ;

{6} The priests were required {0 discard their leather footwear
before giving the blessing ;

(7} Immediately afier rr:rr:mi:t%rlm" footwear it was required
that water be poured over their hands by the Levites ;

{8y The priests assembled in rool of the Atk with their faces
towards the Ark cach covering his bead with his taflis,
turmumg o as W Face the congregation anly when the reader
calls out 1o them " Kohanim ",




{9} The three verses of the priestly hlessing are then recited
{usually sung to a traditional melody) word by waonl.
Each word is first dictited by the reader and then repented
by the priests. At the close of each verse the response
* Anen " is piven. After the third verse the priests face
shout again, remaining hefore the Ark until the reader
concludes the Amidah,

The priestly blessing was usually pronoenced from a dukan —a
platform or dais—hence the ceremaony came to be called dukening
or duchening,

Finally it must be said that under no circumstances is the pricst
1 be considered as a mediator, such an wdea is foreign to the spirit
of Judaism. The blessing which he witers has no magical power, it
is only a part of the prescribed ritual. = Not the priest but G-d
blesses,” Therefore the Isroelite may not say thal his welfare
depends upon the blessing hy the priest, nor may the priest say |
will bless Israel. Only from G-d alone do blessings flow, no man
has power to bestow them. K

SYNAGOGUE NOTICES

A Yahreeit Register 15 kept in the Synagogue Office, The
Secrelary is prépared to record entries at your request and to send
you a reminder each year.

The newly decorated and curtained Synagoguwe Hall 1ogether
with its up-to-date and spacious kitchens 15 available for hire by
private individuals. The Secrelary will be pleased to let vou
know the Lerms.

Members are once more urged 1o sign Covenants in connection
with their contributions. By signing & Deed of Covenanl, u
Sytiagopue Member, provided be is paying tax ot the full rate on
suflicient of his income, can enable the Synagogue to benefit by
recovering income fax of the current rate on his contributions.

The Secretary will be pleased to supply a form and give full
details of the scheme and members are particularly urged to sign
and retum regularly the form R, 185 which is senl twice vearly as,
without this, no claims will be met by the Inland Revenue
authorities.

The Man Whoe Worked Miracles

by Syduey Goodnin

In the course af a few thowsand years of Jewish history there
have appesred on the seene of evenls from time o Gme, a small
number of individuals whi claimed supernatural powers.

Prague had its Rabbi Loew who crested the Golem ot of clay;
the gianl whose alleged remains can still be seen in that city;
Turkey produced the False Messiah-—Sabbetai Zevi-who alio
claimed o possess these powers, and the Wuander Bebbes of Polamd
and Lithuania have lell their mork in popalar lepend.

 The trouble is that most of these pentlemen always seemed to
live in [ar-away places whilst the Anglo-Jewish sceoe seemed 1o
réemain untroubled —with one remarkable sxception,

During the 18th century a gentleman appeared in London
whose exphoits i their day rivalled any performed by the above-
meationed or, indeed, any other. He was known as Doctor or
EABBI FALKE. He was born in the year 1708 in Furth in Baviria
and little is kKeown of his early life there or of the circumsbinces
which led him (o come to this country, What is known, however, is
that his mother died in straitened circumstances and was buried a
the cxpense of the local congregation and wihen he arrived in
London he was himseli without any means, though it was not long
after his arrival that he scemed 1o be in possession of a considerable
sum of money and one of lus first duties was to send a sum 1o the
L'ﬂ;fﬂgli!iﬂn of Furth which covered the expense meurred for his
miother’'s funeral,

Almost immediately miraculous powers were ascribed 1o Falke
and his exploits appear fo bave caught the imagination of the Angho-
Jewish communily s0 much o that be was known by the title of
" BAAL SHEM.” a title which was usually given jo those possess-
ing supernatural powers,

Despite his supernatural gifis he appears to have found himself
oceasiondlly in need of cash and he was not averse 10 seck advances
on his plate from pawnbrokers. However, when he found himself
in need of his plate in order o enteriain his friends, the bolis amd
bars of the pawnbroker’s sirong room proved insecure, for, it is
related that one day having already pawned some gold and silver
plate at the shop in Houndsditch, he arrived with the exacl amouni
of the sum due plus the interest and told the assistant not o irouble
himself about returning his goods as bhe already had it in his
possession! The assistanl dismissed this statement with a laugh
which twrned into Incredulity when he, in fact, discovesed that the
Baal Shem's plate had really disappeared from their vaulis!

Rabbi Falke lived in the Fast End of London in the Jewish
ghello in a house in Wellckose Square with his own private Syl




pogue. He is described as being 4 generous and henevolenl man
towards the poor, a man of universal knowledge, of se.uor manners
and with a wonderful mlent, Contemporary witnesses of his day
have lefi us descriptions of his extraordinary behaviour,

One day the Baal Shem was invited o the hoose of a gentleman
who lived in the Chapler House m 5L Pauls Churchyard, Whea
asked by the pentleman when he would arrive, Falke ook from his
pocket a small piece of wax candle and banding it to his acquain-
tance replied : ™ Light this, Sir, when vou get home and | shall be
with you as soon as i goes oul,” The [ollowing morning the gentle-
man in question lighted the piece of candic aml walching it closely
he expected it to be soon extinguished and then he would see Rabbi
Falke. But the candle burned all day and might withouet in the least
being consumed. He removed it 10w cophoard and inspected it
several times daily for three weeks, One eveming when he had
almost given up seemg v, Falke, the Baal Shem arrived, K unning
up the siairs the master of the house went to look at the cundle bt
it bl disappeared. Relurning o the room he asked the Buasl Shem
whether the agent that had removed the candle would now bring
back the candle stick? * Oh, yes,” was the reply, * it is now YOUur
kitchen below "—which sctually proved 1o be correct

On another occasion & fire wok place in Duke's Place and the
Lireal Synagogue, kier fo be destroyed by Max bombs, was in
danger of beng consumed by the fames. The Baal Shem of London
was comsulled. He emerged ino the street and wiote four Hebrew
letters on the door and smediately, it is reporied, the wind chisnged
and the fire ceased without any further damape and the Great
Synagopue wis saveil,

Eve wilnesses to his magical powers reported that on one
occagion al least when visitors called upon him, on colering the
room Lhey found him in a stale of of levitation floating about in the
air without any apparent visible means of support wnd delving the
laws of gravity. Upon being addressed be immediately resumed a
mormal postire,

Whatever other powers he had, and there are other strange
tales, of his activities, he died like any other buman heing and he
appornled  as his execuators Mre. Asjon Goldsmid, Mr. G "
Croldsmid aml Mr. de Symons, the first two being members of |ﬁe
eminent firm of Mocatta and Goldsmid. In his will he Teft 2 small
s of £63 1es, 4d, 1o the Great Synagogue and an annual legacy of
£4 12s. 0d. 10 whoever fultilled the oflice of Chicl Rahbi. In token
of his friendship with Aaron Goldsmid, be left a sealed envelope
wilh slrict instructions that i1 should bBe kepl preserved bul never
opened. He raid that prosperity wouk! always come o the Gold-
smid family if they ohserved his request but tragedy would follow
if they disregarded his will,

Some fime alter the Baal Shem's deail, Aaron Cioledsmid,
unable to contimn his curiosily, broke the seal of the mysterious

envelope and died the same day and, next to his bodyv was found
the ftnd paper covered with mivsterions suens snd obalistic wriling

He was buried in the Jews Cemetery in Mike End in the yEr
1782 and during his 74 years he certainly minaged 10 impress his
mysSterions powers on his conlemporaries and, to this very day, the
Bequests and Trusts Committes of the United Synagogue still
wifminister the lepacy which he lefl them ahost 200 years ago,

It 35 a sad reflection that whereas the names of Jess interesting
persoaulilics are siill remembered, Chuim Samugl Falke, the Bag
Shem of London, * the man who worked miracles ™, has almost
baen forgotten.

Roem at the Shool

These of you thist atlended the Annual Mueiing of the Syna-
pogue will remesiber the discussion we had then about the decling
in the membership of our Synagooue,

Mr, Amins in his Choirman’s Address, poisted out that this
it already b an unlomtunate effect on oor sttuy and representa-
Lios i Che Cvweicils of the Linied Symagogue. OF preater imporiance
is the wdverse effecs this has on the activities of the Synagopue, |
am sure (hal we are all very conscious of the necessity. of making
xJ-m CINmIIUNILY a8 sirong as possible, especially in these difficult
ilays.

Fhe Board of Management have decided therefore, to Iasnch a
memoership campaign in the coming winter months, W riealise
that the active campaigning in this drive 1o increase the member
ship of our Synigegue can only be borne by a few. However,
every mwiiber of the commumty can help us very simply, hy
giving us the names of any Jewish friends or neighbours whis are
ol already members of o Synagogue or who ane new to the districd,
We winld like to welcome newcomers and perbaps persuade ther
to join us. Please do not hesitale 10 contact the Ministers, Hon,
Officers 0 miyaell i you can help our campaizn in any way,

M. PRESKY, Chairman, Membership Commitiee.




NEW MEMRBERS

The following new members have joinsd the Synagogue in the

last year, and we extend o them a hearly welcome —

Mz, E. Bash

Mize M. Morrigon

Mr. & Mrs, I, Leigh
Mrs. 1. Flatteau

Mr. & Mrs H. Kassell
Me. & Mrs. Goldschmide
Mrs. E. Wand

M. & Mrs, G Miron
Mr. H. Curwen

Mr, & Mrs. A. Siafley
Mr, & Mrs. T, Reichman
Mrs. M, Hart

Mrs. P. Grant

Miss B, Lissner

e, & Mrs. ). Woalich
Mir=. E. Mathanson

M. & Mrs H. N, Lux

Mr. & Mrs. ). Hyman
Mrs. 1. Hymun

Mrz. F. Samuels

Mirs V. Hohhe

Mrs 5, Leon

Mr. & Mrs. I. Fincherg
Mrs H. Sepal

M= 1, Saunders

blr. C. Hallin

Miss . Haltin

Mr. Philip J. Shoevon
D, B, G Reuben

Mr. Peter Morris

Mr. & Mrs. B, N. Kahan
Mr. & Mrs G. Green
Mr. J. Green

Mr. & Mrs. B, Viner

WEDTHNGS

The following marriages were solemnised st this SYNAZ0LUE

during the course of the year,

Stanley Leo Saunders 1o Ann Tolansky

Amthony Deitch 1o Helen Hill

Harold C. Waolfers 1o Betty Hymenson,

Gabriel Goldman to Margaret Dorothea Mayer,
Abrahiam Birman to Hadassah Shapira.

Jeffrey Joseph Bayes to Joy Leila Greta Brecher,
Harold Treiger wx Rachelle Misrahi.

BARMITELY AHS

The following boys celebrated their Barmitzvah at this
Synagogue during the course of the year ;(—

Jelfrey Dickman
Jeffrey Rosen
Leon Porino
Dean El Gazit
John Mitchell
lan Stout

Anthony Lipman
Barend Velleman
Phithip Shorvon
Michael Franks
Fhilip Pertin

To ihe above, and to all members and their families who had
celebrations during the year, we extend hearty congratulations.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS

Sinceresl pooud wishes Tor the New Year are extended to the
Ministers, the Honorary Officers, the Board of Management and to
all Congregants, relatives and friends by :—

Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Amias and Family, 127, The Grampians,
W6,

Mr. and Mrs. J. Arram and Family, 37, Usbridge Road, W.12.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Bayes and Family, 3, Eversfield Rouad, Kew.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Bondt and Steven, 26, Bede House, Manor
Flelds, 5.W.15.

Joy and Jellery Brand, 73, Rarons Keep, W.14,
Mrs. J. Caplan, 255, Latymer Courl, W5,
Mr. and Mrs. 1. Colling, 20, Hamlet Court, W5,

Mr. und Mrs, M. Cutler and Family, 288 Latvmer Couri,
Wb,

Mr. and Mrs Bernard Davis.

Dr. and Mrs. L. Freeman and Daughter, 46, Sutton Court
Road, W.4.

Dr. & Mrs. A, M. Filer, 3, Shepherds Bush Road, W.6.

Mr. & Mrs. H. Gelpsman & Family, 45, Caithness Rd., W.14.
Mr. and Mrs. 5. Goodman, 10, Richmond Mansions, 5.W.5.
Mrs. A Hart, 6, Argyll Mansions, W.14.

Dr. and Mrs. F. Hodes and Family, 7, Oakwood Court, W.14.
Mr. and Mrs, H. M. Levy, 212, Goldhawk Road, W.12.

Mr. & Mrs, M, Mitchell & Family, 33, Murlow Court, M. W.6,
Mr.amd Mrs, B. L. Parker and Family, 8, Brook Green, W..
Mr, and Mrs, H. Sharpe, 6, Argyll Mansions, W, 14,

Mr. and Mrs. A, Shentield and Daughter, 37, Kensington Hall
Ciardens, W.14,

Dr, and Mrs. E. Sommer and Family, 49, Latymer Court, W.6
Dr. L. Sommer and Family, 1, Palace Mansions, W.14.
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and Best Wishes for the New Year
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Compliments of the Season and Best W ishes from
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Mr. & Mrs. JACK MITCHELL and Son Mr. & Mrs 5. Hyams
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Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN & Sons E
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Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family 3 %
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i ‘ Mr. & Mrs. B. BERNARDI

2 Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes 3 £
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for a Happy New Year 3 wish all the Members of the Congregation and the %

* g Hammersmith Friendship Club §

-+ 50 LATIMER COURT, W § - A Happy and Prosperous New Year b
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With the Compliments of the Season
and Best Wishes for the coming Year

from

FIDELITY RADIO LTD.

. DICEMAMN)

11-13 BLECHYNDEN STREET, W.H1
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AND FAMILY

send

Best  Wishes jrn-r the New Year

Crreetings and Best Wishes
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Mr. & Mrs. JACK HALFIN g
:
:
Mr. & Mrs. JACK LEVY g

HAMND & FLOWER HOTEL
| HAMMEESHITH ROAD, 'W.14
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With the Compliments and Best Wishes
af

Mr. & Mrs. ROGER L. CURTIS and SANDRA

Compliments and Best Wishes

for a Happy and Peaceful New Year

from

Mr. & Mrs. F. ). Gertler

Greetings for the New Year

_ﬁ'ﬂm
Dr. & Mrs. David Lovell

and Shauna
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Mr. & Mrs. PETER WENDER

send

Compliments of the Season

with their Son, Daughter-in-Law & Grandchildren
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g
%
send
Compliments and Besi Wishes for

i H:.rppy and Pmspr:rﬂus New Year to the
Members of the Congregation and the E
:
g
:
%

:
; Mr. & Mrs. JACK APFEL

Members of Hammersmith Friendship Club

5 %t lohn's Wood Coure, MW

Sram

Mr. & Mrs. SIDNEY GROSE & FAMILY

‘ Complimenis of the Season
;

Berkeley House, |0 Berkeley Road, 5.W.13
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HAMMERSMITH & WEST KENSINGTON SYNAGOGUE

BROOK GREEM, W.i

Pregielenil 1
A, COLEMAM, Eg.

ANNUAL BAMQUET & BALL

r 1 GER F Fren, Ssnrenary
e PORCHESTER SUITE, G. COMEN, Eu.
Tl Brgmik: Graen,
Fice-CArrme BATSWATER, W.2 Lomdaon, W
A CLARTIA, Bsg By ra05
e i Sunday, Bth December, 1943
L BAAKD  Fax,

NOTE THE NOTE THE
DATE PLACE

— .

IMPORTANT

Your President

invites you lo meel our

distinguished Guests of Honour

The Mayor and Mayoress of Hammersmith,
Councillor Stanley M. Atkins, J.P., & Mrs. Atkins

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW!!!




ABRIDGED JEWISH CALENDAR for 1963-64

(5724)
Mew Year 3724, 1st Day Thursday
New Year, Ind Day ... ... Friday
Fast of Gedalia o Sunday
Eve of Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei)  Friduy
Day of Atonement Saturday
Tabernacles, st Day Thursday
Tabemucles, 2nd Day Friday
Hishana Rabba wie e Wednesday
Eighth Day of Solemn Assembly  Thursday
R:JT;-EE? Hm ]fw [Mt Friday
Chanucah, 1st Day Wednesday
Fast of Tewveth Goaew Thursday
Fast of Esther .., ... .. Wednesday
Pwrim .,, ... .. Thursday
Shushan Purim ... Friday
Fast of the Firstborn Friday
Passover, 1st Day ... Saturday
Passover, 2ad Day ... <. Sunday
Passover, Tth Day ... ... ... Friday
Passover, 8th Day ... Suturday
Isracl Independence Duy Friday
Lag B'Omer .., ... ... Thuraday
Pentecost, Ist Day ... Sunday
Pemtecost, Znd Day Mongday
Fast of Tammuz Sunday

Tisha B'Av ... ... ..

Sunday

19th Septemther
20th September

2Ind September
27th Seplember
28th Seplember
Ird Oeiobey
ath October
9th October
10th Cretober

Lith (xctober
I1th December
26th December
26th February
27th February
Zsth February

27th Murch
281th March
29th March
3rd April
#ih April
I7th April
Mth April
17th May
18th May
28th June
19th July







